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PREFACB. 


The  Decennial  State  Board  of  Equalization  elected  in  November  1900,  undef 
the  provisions  of  "the  Royer  Act"  (O.  L.  Vol.  94,  p.  337),  to  equalize  the  valuation 
for  tax  purposes  of  the  real  property  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  met  in  the  Senate" 
Chamber  on  the  first  Monday  in  December.  The  act  under  which  it  was  elected 
was  discovered  to  have  shorn  the  Board,  by  supposed  clerical  error,  of  all  powers 
usually  vested  in  its  predecessors,  except  the  one  power  to  adjust  the  burden  of 
tax  values  by  the  process  of  equalization,  from  one  taxing  district  to  another.  The 
validity  of  the  law  was  assailed  by  parties  outside  the  board,  prior  to  and  early  in 
the  session,  and  until  these  questions  were  disposed  of  by  competent  authority,  the 
sittings  of  the  Board  were  necessarily  tentative. 

A  careful  study  of  this  volume  will  give  public  access  to  the  rules,  resolutions, 
and  legal  opinions,  which  were  found  necessary  in  its  proceedings,  and  which,  with 
the  appendix,  will  render  the  record  intelligible  to  succeeding  bodies  of  like  char- 
acter. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION,   1900-1901. 
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5th-6th  .. 
25th  .... 
17th-28th 

3rd    

10th  .... 
18th-19th 
21st  .... 
13th    .... 

1st    

33rd  .... 
2nd-4th    . 

24th-26th 

2nd-4th    . 

30th   

18th-19th. 
15th-16th 
20th-22nd 
23rd    .... 

1st 

9th-14th. 
11th    .... 

12th    

1st 
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1st    
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32nd    .... 
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Shreve. 

Dayton. 

Harrisburg. 

Canal  Dover. 

Augusta. 

Lewistown. 
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t  Appointed  Feb.  15,  1901,  vice  Frederick  J.  Diem  resigned. 

OFFICERS   OF   THE    BOARD. 


Office. 


President    

President   Pro  Tern 

Auditor  of  State  (ex-officio) 

Clerk    

First  Assistant  Clerk 

Second  Assistant  Clerk 

Sergeant-at-Arms    

First  Assistant  $ergeant-at-Arms 

Second  Assistant  Sergeant-at-Arms.... 

Porter    

First   Page    

Second  Page   I 


I 


Name. 


Theo.  M.  Bates.... 

T.   G.   Hart 

Walter  D.  Guilbert 
E.  Howard  Gilkey. 
R.  Graham  Rudd. . 
Charles  O.  Silver.. 
James  W.  Ricker. . 
R.  A.  Davidson... . 
R.  C.  Ellsworth... 
Charles    Ruhrwein.. 

Roy  M.  King 

Jacob  Bader    


P.  O.  Address. 


Cleveland. 
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STANDING  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD. 


1.  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

1.  T.  G.  Hart  (R),  Chairman Mentor. 

2.  John  C   Rorick    (R) Wauseon. 

3.  William  H.  Walker  (R) Hillsboro. 

4.  North  Newton  ( R) Boardman. 

5.  Frank  Westgerdes  (D) Maria  Stein. 
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1.  John  C  Snyder  (R) ,  Chairman Ironton. 

2.  Joshua  Barnett  (R) Spring  Valley. 
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4.  C.  E.  Kcttercr  (D) Miltonsburg. 
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FIRST  CLASS. 

1.  F.  J.  Diem  (R)  ,  Chairman Cincinnati. 

2.  Henry  Oskamp   (R) Cincinnati. 

3.  George  Stuart   (R) Cleveland. 

4.  George  Crater   ( D) Canal  Dover. 

5.  T.  M.  Bates  (R) Cleveland. 

4.    COMMITTEE  ON  OTHER  CITIES. 

1.  William  W.  Chapman  (R) ,  Chairman Dayton. 

2.  Henry  C  A.  Ehlert   (R) Toledo. 

3.  Frank  A.  Clienoweth  (R) Harrisburg. 

4.  James  Skelton  (  R) Portsmouth. 

5.  Joseph  Horn    ( D) Fremont. 

5.    COMMITTEE  ON  VILLAGES. 

1.  John  C.  Rorick  (R) ,  Chairman Wauseon. 

2.  T.  G.  Hart  (R) Mentor. 

3.  William  H.  Walker  (R) Hillsboro. 

4.  James  A.  Pringle  (R) Bigplain. 

5.  Frank  Hicks  (D) Edwardsville. 

6.    COMMITTEE  ON  FARM  LANDS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

1.  William  B.  Crawford  (R) ,  Chairman Augusta. 

2.  Amos  D.  Sheldon  (R) Whittlesey. 

3.  Robert  Leeding  ( R) St.  Louisville. 

4.  Robert  M.  Patterson  (R) R.  D.  No.  1  Athens. 

5.  Robert  P.  Fisher  (D) Decatur. 

7.  COMMITTEE  ON  NON-TAXABLE  PROPERTY. 

1.  Michael  Booth  ( D) ,  Chairman Shreve. 

2.  Dennis  Denny   (R) Lewiston. 

3.  Charles  McKinney  (R) Smithficld. 

4.  J.  Gordon  Taylor  ( R) Cincinnati. 

5.  Stephen    Waller    (D) Lykens. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  THE  THIRTY-THREE  SENATORIAL  DISTRICTS  IN 
OHIO,  AS  FIXED  BY  SECTION  7,  OF  ARTICLE  XI  OF  THE  CON- 
SITUATION  OF  OHIO,  AND  AS  CONSTITUTED  IN  1900. 


District 

Counties  Comprised  Therein. 

1st   

Hamilton. 

2nd  

Butler  and  Warren. 

3rd 

Montgomery  and  Preble. 

4th  : 

Clermont  and  Brown. 

5th  

Greene,   Clinton  and  Fayette. 
Highland  and  Ross. 

6th  

7th    

Adams,  Pike,  Scioto  and  Jackson. 

8th 

Lawrence,   Gallia,   Meigs  and  Vinton. 
Athens,   Hocking  and  Fairfield. 
Franklin  and  Pickaway. 

Oth  

10th  

11th  

Clark,    Champaign  and   Madison. 
Miami,  Darke  and  Shelby. 

12th  

13th  

Logan,   Union,   Marion  and  Hardin. 

14th  

Morgan,    Washington,    Monroe,  —  (part   of)    Rinard's    Mills 

15th  

precinct  in  Washington  township  and  part  of  Bethel  and 
Benton  townships. 

Noble  —  that  part  of,  consisting  of  Brookfield,  Jackson, 
Sharon  and  Olive  townships,  and  part  of  Elk,  Jefferson 
and  Center  townships,  Forest,  Grove  and  Caldwell  pre- 
cincts,  and  part  of  Dexter  precinct. 

Muskingum  and  Perry. 

Delaware  and  Licking. 

Knox  and   Morrow. 

16th  

17th  

18th   

Coshocton   and   Tuscarawas. 

19th  

Guernsey  and  Monroe,  all  of  —  except  part  of  Benton  and 
Bethel  townships,   and  Rinard's  Mills  precinct. 

Noble  (part  of  Consisting  of  Beaver,  Buffalo,  Enoch,  Marion, 
Seneca,  Stock  and  Wayne  townships,  and  part  of  Center, 
Elk  and  Jefferson  townships,  East  Union  and  part  of 
Dexter  precincts). 

Belmont  and  Harrison. 

20th 

21st    

Carroll  and  Stark. 

22nd    

Jefferson  and  Columbiana. 

23rd  

Trumbull  and  Mahoning. 
Ashtabula  and  Lake. 

24th   

25th   

Cuyahoga. 

26th    

Portage  and  Summit. 
Medina  and  Lorain. 

27th    

28th   

Wayne  and  Holmes. 

29th   

Ashland  and  Richland. 

30th   

Huron,   Erie,   Sandusky  and  Ottawa. 

31st 

Seneca,  Crawford  and  Wyandot. 

Allen,  Auglaize,  Defiance,  Mercer,  Paulding,  Van  Wert  and 

Williams. 
Fulton,    Hancock,   Henry,    Lucas,    Putnam  and  Wood. 

32nd    

33rd  

8  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

RECENT  LAWS  GOVERNING  THE  ORGANIZATION  AND  WORK  OF 
THE  STATE  DECENNIAL  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION. 


CONSTITUTION,    ELECTION.    ORGANIZATION    AND    DUTIES. 

(O:  L.  Vol  94.   p.  337.) 

Sec,  2818,  The  State  Board  of  Equalization  shall  consist  of  as  many  members 
as  compose  the  State  Senate  chosen  at  the  last  previous  election  of  members  of  the 
General  Assembly  and  representing  the  same  districts,  all  of  whom  shall  have 
the  qualifications  of  elector-*,  and  qualified  electors  of  each  senatorial  district  shall, 
at  the  November  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred,  and  each  tenth  year 
thereafter,  elect  persons  to  >erve  a>  memliers  of  such  board  of  equalization  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provision*  of  this  chapter,  and  the  returns  of  the  poll  books  and  certi- 
ficate of  election  shall  be  governed  by  the  law  regulating  the  election  of  senators: 
and  in  cz^e  of  vacancy  in  such  office,  either  by  death  or  resignation,  or  otherwise, 
the  governor  of  the  State  shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  person  who  shall  be 
a  resident  elector  of  the  district  so  vacated,  to  fill  such  vacancy  as  soon  as  he  shall  be 
informed  thereof;  the  auditor  of  State  shall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  a  member  of 
this  Board.  The  said  Board  shall  meet  at  Columbus  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  nine  hundred,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  and  shall 
close  its  session  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  May  then  next  following ;  and  the 
member*  thereof  shall  each  take  an  oath  that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  ability,  so  far  as  the  duty  devolves  upon  him,  equalize  the  valuation  of  real  pro- 
perty among  the  several  counties  and  towns  in  the  State,  according  to  the  rules 
prescribed  by  this  table  for  valuing  and  equalizing  the  value  of  real  property  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  several  county  auditors.  Said  Board  shall  proceed  to  equalize 
the  same  among  the  several  towns  and  counties  in  the  state,  in  the  manner  herein- 
after prescribed. 

( If  etc  the  omission,  supposedly  by  a  clerical  error  on  the  part  of  the  franier  of  the  bill,  of 
the  roles  *  hereinafter  prescribed  "  which  were  in  the  former  law  but  are  missing  here.] 
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THE  OPINION  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  OF  OHIO  ON  THE  POWERS 
AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  DECENNIAL  STATE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION. 


EXTRACT  PROM  THE  JOURNAL  OF  THR  DECENNIAL  STATR  BOARD  OP  EQUALIZATION. 

December  18,  1900. 

"Mr.  Guilbert,  Auditor  of  State,  arose  and  sent  to  the  clerk's  desk  an  official 
opinion  from  the  Attorney  General,  as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board,  with 
the  request  that  it  be  read  for  the  information  of  members. 

"After  the  reading  of  the  opinion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  jour- 
nal ,  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form  for  use  and  distribution." 

Following  is  the  opinion: 

Columbus,  Ohio,  December  12,  1900. 
Hon.  IV.  D.  Guilbert,  Auditor  of  State,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir:  —  In  your  communication  of  December  11th  you  request  of  this 
office  an  opinion  as  to  certain  matters  touching  the  purpose  and  duties  of  the  Decen- 
nial State  Board  of  Equalization. 

The  law  in  relation  to  this  board,  as  it  stood  prior  to  the  amendment  of 
April  16.  1900,  was  contained  in  Sections  2817,  2818,  and  2819  of  the  Revised 
Statutes. 

Section  2817  requires  each  county  auditor  to  transmit  to  the  Auditor  of  State 
an  abstract  of  the  real  property  of  his  county  as  returned  by  the  several  assessors 
and  equalized  by  the  local  boards. 

Section  2818,  after  providing  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  Decennial 
State  Board,  and  that  the  State  Auditor,  by  virtue  of  liis  office  should  be  a  member 
of  said  Board,  concludes  as  follows: 

"The  said  Board  shall  meet  at  Columbus  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December, 
1890,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  and  the  members  thereof  shall  each  take 
an  oath  that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  ability,  so  far  as  the 
duty  devolves  on  him,  equalize  the  valuation  of  real  property  among  the  several 
counties  and  towns  in  the  state,  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  this  tabic 
for  valuing  and  equalizing  the  value  of  real  property  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
several  county  auditors.  Said  Board  shall  proceed  to  equalize  the  same  among 
the  several  towns  and  counties  in  the  state,   in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed: 

"First.  They  shall  add  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the  real  property  of  every 
county  which  they  shall  believe  to  be  valued  below  its  real  value  in  money,  sucn 
per  centum  in  each  case  as  will  raise  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

"Second.  They  shall  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real  prop- 
erty of  every  county  which  they  shall  believe  to  be  valued  above  its  true  value 
in  money,  such  per  centum  in  each  case  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value 
in  money. 

"Third.  If  they  shall  believe  that  right  and  justice  require  the  valuation 
of  any  town  or  towns  in  any  county,  or  of  the  real  property  of  such  county, 
not  in  towns,  to  be  raised  or  to  be  reduced  without  raising  or  reducing  the 
other  real  property  of  such  county,  or  reducing  it  in  the  same  ratio,  they  may, 
in  every  such  case,  add  to  or  take  from  the  valuation  of  any  one  or  more  or 
(of)  such  towns,  or  of  the  property  not  in  towns,  such  per  centum  as  they 
shall  believe  will   raise  or  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

"Fourth.  If.  in  their  judgment,  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  real  prop- 
erty of  the  state,  as  returned  by  the  county  auditors,  is  above  or  below  its  true 
value  in  money,  they  may  increase  or  reduce  it,  but  such  increase  or  reduction 
shall  not  exceed  twelve  and  one-half  per  centum  of  said  aggregate:  provided, 
that  if  any  increase  or  reduction  shall  be  made  in  the  valuation  of  the  grand 
aggregate,  it  shall  only  be  made  after  the  equalization  of  all  the  counties  of  the 
state;  and  when  such  increase  or  reduction  is  made,  it  shall  be  the  same  per 
cent,   of   the   equalized    valuation   in   every   county   of   the   state. 

"Fifth.  Said  Board  shall  keep  a  true  and  full  account  of  their  proceedings 
and  orders." 
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Section  2819  requires  the  Auditor  of  State  to  transmit  to  the  various  county 
auditors  a  statement  of  the  changes  made  by  the  Board  in  the  valuation  of  the 
respective  counties. 

By  the  act  of  April  16,  1900,  Section  2818  was  amended,  and  the  original  sec- 
tion was  repealed.  In  the  amended  section  a  time  is  fixed  in  which  the  Board  must 
complete  its  work ,  and  the  five  numbered  paragraphs  above  quoted  are  entirely 
omitted.  No  further  change,  material  to  this  inquiry,  was  made  in  this  section. 
These  omitted  paragraphs,  it  will  be  observed,  contain  specific  directions  or  rules 
by  which  the  Board  should  be  governed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed 
upon  it. 

In  this  state  of  the  law,  the  rules  governing  former  Boards  of  Equalization 
having  been  repealed,  the  question  is  presented  whether  the  Board  is  subject  to 
any  rules  and  regulations,  or  whether  it  may  not  adopt  such  rules  concerning  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  work  to  be  done,  as  well  as  the  proper  method  of  doing  it, 
as  may  seem  to  it  most  expedient. 

Certainly  as  the  law  now  stands,  the  statute  utterly  fails  to  prescribe  any 
specific  rules  to  govern  the  Board  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and  yet  the  Board 
is  not  entirely  without  legislative  direction.  It  will  simply  be  necessary  to  scrutinize 
the  statutes  a  little  more  closely  to  ascertain  the  intent  of  the  law  makers.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  such  an  examination  will  disclose  that  each  of  the  five  rules  (except  the 
fourth)  that  were  formerly  included  in  Section  2818  are  still  in  existence;  not,  it  is 
true,  as  specific  injunctions  by  the  legislature,  but  as  the  necessary  consequence 
or  result  flowing  from  other  provisions  of  the  statute.  And,  while  the  Board, 
doubtless,  may  make  such  reasonable  and  needful  rules  as  may  be  required  to  enable 
it  to  perform  its  work  with  accuracy  and  dispatch,  yet,  in  so  far  as  the  purposes  to 
be  accomplished,  or  the  results  to  be  obtained  are  concerned,  it  must  keep  strictly 
within  the  limits  imposed  and  powers  granted  by  the  statutes. 

What  arc  the  duties  imposed  by  the  statutes  upon  this  Board?  To  equalize 
the  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  State  among  the  counties  and  towns  in  the 
State.  This  is  the  duty  which  the  statutes  prescribe  each  member  shall  take  an  oath 
to  perform.  Note  the  language  of  Section  2818:  "And  the  members  thereof  shall 
each  take  an  oath  that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  ability,  so  far 
as  the  duty  devolves  on  him,  equalise  the  valuation  of  real  property  among  the 
several  counties  and  towns  in  the  State,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed." 

Since  the  rules  formerly  prescribed  by  the  statutes  have  now  been  repealed, 
it  will  conduce  to  a  better  understanding  of  this  statute  if  the  expressions  "accord- 
ing to  the  rules  prescribed  by  this  table  for  valuing  and  equalizing  the.value  of  real 
property"  and  "in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed"  be  regarded  as  mere  sur- 
plusage, and.  as  such,  eliminated  from  the  statute,  since  there  are  now  no  "rules 
hereinafter  prescribed"  to  which  these  expressions  can  apply.  Has  then  the  Board 
any  power  to  act?  I  cannot  understand  how  the  repeal  of  rules  which  governed 
former  Boards  could  have  the  effect  of  leaving  the  present  Board  without  powers 
to  perform  the  duties  for  which  it  was  elected.  Suppose  these  rules  had  never  had 
an  existence.  Would  then  the  statutes  providing  for  the  election  and  qualification 
of  a  Board  to  equalize  the  value  of  the  real  property  of  the  State  be  inoperative 
merely  because  the  legislature  had  failed  to  prescribe  rules  by  which  the  Board  should 
be  governed?  Certainly  in  such  a  case  the  Board  would  have  the  implied  power  to 
make  such  rules  a>  were  needful  to  accomplish  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created. 
This.  I  conceive  to  be  the  situation  of  the  present  Board.  The  specific  directions 
that  were  formerly  contained  in  Section  2818  have  been  repealed,  and  it  is  the  same 
as  though  they  never  had  any  existence.  In  so  far  as  these  repealed  portions  of  sec- 
tion 281S  consist  of  legislative  direction  to  the  Board  as  to  the  manner  of  doing 
its  work,  their  omission  from  the  present  law  can  have  no  further  effect  than  to 
leave  the  Board  at  lilwrty  to  adopt  such  rules  as  it  may  deem  best  adapted  to  accom- 
plish the  purposes  of  its  creation.    In  so  far,  however,  as  these  repealed  provisions 
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conferred  additional  power  upon  the  Board  such  repeal  would  necessarily  limit  the 
power  of  the  Board  in  those  particulars. 

Thus  the  4th  paragraph  of  the  omitted  provisions  conferred  upon  the  Board  the 
power  to  increase  or  reduce  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  real  property  of  the  state 
as  returned  by  the  county  auditors  within  the  limits  of  twelve  and  one-half  per 
centum  of  said  aggregate.  The  repeal  of  this  provision,  in  my  judgment,  takes 
from  the  Board  this  power.  In  considering  the  powers  of  the  present  Board  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  Section  2817  and  2819  have  not  been  either  amended  or 
repealed. 

The  first  of  these  sections  (2817)  prescribes  the  data  to  be  furnished  by  the 
several  county  auditors  to  the  State  Auditor  for  the  use  of  the  State  Board.  This 
data  consists  of  "an  abstract  of  the  real  property  of  each  township  in  his  county, 
in  which  he  shall  set  forth"  : 

First.  "The  number  of  acres,  exclusive  of  town  lots,  returned  by  the  several 
assessors  of  his  county,   with  such  additions  as  shall  have  been  made  thereto." 

Second.  "The  aggregate  value  of  such  real  property,  other  than  town  lots,  as 
returned  by  the  several  assessors  of  his  county,  inclusive  of  such  additions  as 
shall  have  been  made  thereto  under  the  provisions  of  this  title." 

Third.  "The  aggregate  value  of  the  real  property  in  each  township  of  his 
county,  as  returned  by  the  several  assessors,  with  such  additions  as  shall  have 
been  made  thereto."  . 

It  is  from  this  data  that  the  Board  must  do  its  work.  The  total  of  the  aggre- 
gate valuation  of  the  various  counties,  as  returned  by  the  county  auditors  constitutes 
the  grand  aggregate  of  the  State.  This  is  the  valuation  that  is  to  be  equalized 
among  the  several  towns  and  counties  of  the  State. 

Section  2819  sets  forth  the  results  that  are  to  be  attained  by  the  Board  and 
transmitted  by  the  State  Auditor  to  the  several  county  auditors.  Note  the  lan- 
guage of  this  Section : 

"When  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  shall  have  completed  their  equalization 
of  real  property  among  the  several  counties,  the  Auditor  of  State  shall  transmit  to 
•each  county  auditor,  a  statement  of  the  per  centum  to  be  added  or  deducted  from 
the  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  his  county,  specifying  the  per  centum  added 
to  or  deducted  from  the  valuation  of  real  property  of  each  of  the  several  towns,  and 
of  the  real  property  not  in  towns,  in  case  an  equal  per  centum  shall  not  have  been 
added  or  deducted  from  each." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  State  Board  deals  with  a  county  and  town  as  a 
unit.  It  is  the  aggregate  valuation  of  these  units,  as  furnished  the  Board  by  the 
county  auditors  that  is  to  be  equalized.  And  it  is  the  per  centum  that  is  to  be  added 
or  deducted  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  each  unit  that  is  determined  by  the 
Board  and  transmitted  to  the  county  auditors  by  the  State  Auditor. 

This  effectually  disposes  of  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Board  can  correct 
the  valuation  of  individual  pieces  of  property.  Such  valuation  is  not  before  the 
Board  for  consideration ;  neither  is  there  any  provision  by  which  the  judgment  of  the 
Board  respecting  individual  pieces  of  property  could  be  transmitted  to  the  county 
auditor,  and,  by  him,  placed  upon  the  duplicate.  It  is  the  aggregate  valuations  that 
the  Board  has  before  it,  and  it  is  the  per  centum  on  the  aggregate  valuation  that 
it  is  required  to  transmit,  through  the  Auditor  of  State,  to  the  county  auditors, 
to  be.  by  him,  added  to  or  deducted  £rom  the  valuation  of  each  separate  piece  of 
property  in  his  county. 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  making  myself  understood  thus  far,  it  must  now  be 
apparent  that  at  least  the  substance  of  the  first  three  rules,  as  formerly  contained 
in  Section  2818  must  still  be  adhered  to  by  the  Board. 

The  first  of  these  rules  requires  the  Board  to  add  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the 
real  property  of  any  county  which  it  believes  to  be  undervalued  such  a  per  centum 
as  will  raise  it  to  its  true  valuation. 

The  second  requires  the  Board  to  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the 
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real  property  of  any  county  which  it  shall  believe  to  be  valued  above  its  true  value 
such  per  centum  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  valuation. 

The  third  authorizes  the  Board,  in  case  it  shall  believe  that  the  valuation  of 
any  town  or  towns  in  any  county,  or  of  the  real  property  of  such  county  not  in 
towns  ought  to  be  raised  or  reduced  without  raising  or  reducing  the  other  real 
property  of  such  county,  to  make  such  additions  or  reductions  in  the  valuation  of  any 
town  or  towns,  or  of  the  real  property  of  any  county  outside  of  towns. 

How  could  the  results  required  by  Section  2819  to  be  transmitted  to  the  county 
auditors,  viz.,  the  per  centum  to  be  added  to  or  deducted  from  the  aggregate  value 
of  all  the  real  property  of  the  county,  how  could  such  a  result  be  reached  except 
by  following  these  simple  and  obvious  rules?  Hence,  while  these  rules  do  not  exist 
by  special  statutory  commands,  they  do  exist  as  the  logical  and  necessary  pro- 
cesses to  be  observed  by  the  Board  to  obtain  the  results  required  by  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  statute,  since  in  no  other  way  can  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the 
State  be  equalized  among  the  towns  and  counties. 

The  importance  and  necessity  of  keeping  a  full  and  complete  record  of  all  the 
proceedings  and  orders  of  the  Board,  as  required  by  the  fifth  rule,  is  too  obvious 
to  require  comment. 

The  fourth  rule,  as  found  in  the  old  Section  (2818)  empowered  the  Board 
to  make  a  horizontal  increase  or  reduction  not  exceeding  twelve  and  one-half  per 
centum  of  the  grand  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  State.  Since  the 
repeal  of  this  clause  there  would  seem  to  be  no  power  in  the  Board  either  to  increase 
or  decrease  the  grand  aggregate.  It  is  the  valuation  that  is  to  be  equalized;  not 
the  value.  A  valuation  is  placed  upon  each  separate  piece  of  property  by  the  asses- 
sors. These  valuations  are  equalized  by  the  county  and  city  boards  of  equalization. 
The  aggregate  of  the  valuation  of  each  county  is  placed  before  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  separate  county  valuations  constitute  the 
grand  aggregate  or  valuation  to  be  equalized  by  the  State  Board  among  the  counties 
and  towns  of  the  State.  To  equalize  does  not  mean  to  increase  or  diminish,  to  add 
to  or  take  from.  It  only  means  to  distribute  equitably  and  justly.  Hence,  to- 
equalize  the  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  State  means  simply  to  make  a 
proper  distribution  of  the  valuations  before  the  Board,  and  not  to  make  any 
changes  in  such  total  valuation. 

Perhaps  a  summary  of  the  points  I  have  sought  to  make  in  the  foregoing  may 
not  be  out  of  place. 

First.  The  State  Board  of  Equalization  deals  with  the  aggregate  valuation  of 
counties  and  towns  as  a  unit,  and  not  with  the  valuation  of  individual  pieces  of 
property. 

Second.  The  data  from  which  the  Board  must  make  its  computation  is  the 
valuations  furnished  by  the  county  auditors,  by  virtue  of  Section  2817. 

Third.  The  result  to  be  attained  by  the  Board  is  to  equalize  the  grand  aggre- 
gate valuation  among  the  various  counties  and  towns  by  adding  to  or  deductings 
from  the  valuation  of  any  county  or  town  such  a  per  centum  as  may  be  necessary 
for  that  purpose. 

Fourth.  That  such  equalization  must  be  made  without  disturbing  the  grand' 
aggregate  of  the  valuation  returned  by  the  various  county  auditors. 

Fifth.  The  Board  has  power  to  make*  and  observe  all  rules  necessary  and' 
needful  to  accomplish  the  above  objects. 

The^e  propositions  have  seemed  to  me  so  evident,  from  a  consideration  of  the 

statutes,    that    I    have   refrained   from   citing  any  authorities   in   support   of   them. 

Rcspectfullv  submitted. 

J.  E.  TODD, 

Assistant  Attorney  General. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  above  opinion  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved. 

J.  M.  SHEETS, 

Attorney  General. 
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NOTE. 

According  to  the  above  opinion,  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  has  all  the 
powers  it  had  ten  years  ago  except  to  make  a  horizontal  increase  or  decrease  of  the 
.grand  aggregate  after  the  equalization  is  completed. 

See  Paragraph  4,   Section  2818.  Revised  Statutes  of  Ohio. 

J.  M.  SHEETS, 
Attorney  General. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  February  i$,  1901. 
To  the  State  Board  of  Equalisation,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Gentlemen:  —  Your  communication  enclosing  copies  of  Resolutions  Nos.  28 
and  29,  passed  by  your  body,  is  at  hand.  By  Resolution  No.  28  you  seek  an 
opinion  from  me  as  to  what  extent  you  are  enjoined  from  proceeding  with  your 
duties  as  Board  of  Equalization,  by  reason  of  the  injunction  granted  in  the  case 
of  A.  Windle  v.  The  State  Board  of  Equalization,  now  pending  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Franklin  County.  You  are  restrained  in  that  proceeding 
from  recognizing  and  acting  upon  the  abstract  of  the  valuation  of  Hamilton  county 
sent  up  to  your  Board  by  the  auditor  of  that  county  in  equalizing  the  value  of  the 
real  estate  of  Hamilton  County.  This  means  that  you  shall  not,  while  the  injunc- 
tion is  in  force,  finally  determine  the  valuation  to  be  placed  upon  the  real  property 
in  Hamilton  County,  using  this  abstract  as  a  basis  for  increasing  or  decreasing 
the  total  appraised  value.  But  you  may  proceed  in  the  usual  way  to  take  evidence, 
hear  complaints  and  become  fully  informed  as  to  the  value  of  the  real  property 
of  Hamilton  County  as  compared  with  that  of  other  counties  of  the  state;  and 
when  you  come  finally  to  determine  the  value  to  be  placed  upon  the  real  property 
of  Hamilton  County,  the  knowledge  thus  obtained  by  you  will  serve  you  equally, 
whether  the  present  abstract  or  another  one  shall  be  the  basis  upon  which  you 
shall  act. 

Resolution  No.  29  seeks  an  opinion  from  me  as  to  whether  your  Board  has 
the  right  to  return  an  abstract  of  the  tax  valuation  of  any  county  to  the  auditor 
of  such  county  for  revision  and  correction.     In  my  opinion,  you  have  not. 

The  tax  valuation  of  any  county  cannot  be  revised  except  by  the  county 
board  of  equalization.  That  board  has  expired  by  operation  of  law:  it  is  functus 
officio;,  its  duties  are  ended;  it  cannot  reconvene.  That  being  the  case,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say  it  would  have  no  power  to  undertake  to  reconvene  to  revise 
the  valuation  of  .the  property  of  the  county. 

The  auditor  has  also  performed  his  duties,  i.  e.  has  made  an  abstract  of  the 
valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  county  and  transmitted  it  to  your  Board. 
There  his  powers  end.  Should,  however,  it  appear  satisfactory  to  you  that  some 
mere  clerical  mistake  has  occurred  in  making  out  the  abstract  by  the  auditor  of 
the  County,  I  think  it  would  be  entirely  proper  for  the  auditor  to  send  up  a  cor- 
rection of  that  clerical  error.  But  it  must  be  a  mere  clerical  error, — a  mistake 
of  the  clerk  in  copying  figures,  or  something  of  that  character.  Even  should  it 
appear  to  you  that  there  has  been  a  clerical  error,  you  should  retain  the  abstract 
as  sent  up  and  let  the  audtior  send  up  the  correction  by  way  of  an  addition  thereto, 
or  an  amendment  of  the  abstract.  Before  you  should  permit  this  to  be  done, 
■even,  you  should  be  fully  satisfied  that  a  mere  clerical  error  did  intervene,  and 
.that  it  would  be  in  common  justice  to  have  it  corrected. 

Very  truly. 

J.  M.  Sheets, 
A  ttorncy-Gcneral. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  April  o,  1901. 

Hon.  W.  D.  Guilbert,  Auditor  of  State,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: —  In  your  communication  of  March  28th,  you  request  of  this 
office  a  written  opinion  on  two  questions,  viz: 

1.  Should  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  continue  its  sessions  beyond  the 
date  fixed  by  Statute  for  the  adjournment  of  said  Board,  would  the  acts  performed 
by  said  Board  after  said  date  be  legal? 

2.  What  are  the  powers  of  decennial  county  and  city  boards  of  revision? 
Section  2818,  R.  S.,  as  amended  April  16,  1900  (94  O.  L.,  337),  contains  the 

following  provision  relative  to  the  date  of  adjournment  of  the  State  Board  of  Equali- 
zation : 

"The  said  board  shall  meet  at  Columbus  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December. 
Nineteen  Hundred,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  and  shall  close  its  sessions 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  May  then  next  following." 

The  language  of  this  stateute  is  mandatory.  The  date  on  which  the  Board 
shall  meet  as  well  as  the  latest  date  on  which  they  shall  adjourn,  is  stated  in  plain 
and  unmistakable  terms.  I  am  aware  that  statutes  prescribing  the  time  within 
which  an  act  shall  be  done  are  usually  construed  as  directory  merely.  The  Su- 
preme Court  of  Wisconsin  states  the  rule  concerning  such  statutes  as  follows: 

"That  when  there  is  no  substantial  reason  why  the  thing  to  be  done  might  not 
as  well  be  done  after  the  time  prescribed  as  before,  no  presumption  that  by  allow- 
ing it  to  be  so  done  it  may  work  an  injury  or  wrong,  nothing  in  the  act  itself,  or 
in  other  acts  relating  to  the  same  subject-matter,  indicating  that  the  legislature 
did  not  intend  that  it  should  rather  be  done  after  the  time  prescribed  than  not  be 
done  at  all,  there  the  courts  assume  that  the  intent  was  ,that  if  not  done  within  the 
time  prescribed  it  might  be  done  afterwards.  But  when  any  of  these  reasons  inter- 
vene, then  the  limit  is  established."     State  v.  Lean,  9  Wis.,  279. 

This  rule  is  quoted  with  approval  by  Judge  Cooley  in  his  work  on  Constitu- 
tional Limitations  at  p.  92,  and  this  author  then  proceeds  to  re-state  the  rule  as 
follows: 

"Those  directions  which  are  not  of  essence  of  the  thing  to  be  done,  but 
which  are  given  with  a  view  merely  to  the  proper,  orderly,  and  prompt  conduct 
of  the  business,  and  by  a  failure  to  obey  which  the  rights  of  those  interested  will 
not  be  prejudiced,  are  not  commonly  to  be  regarded  as  mandatory;  and  if  the  act 
is  performed,  but  not  in  the  time  or  precise  mode  indicated,  it  may  still  be  sufficient, 
if  that  which  is  done  accomplishes  the  substantial  purpose  of  the  statute  But 
this  rule  presupposes  that  no  negative  words  are  employed  in  the  statute  which 
expressly  or  by  necessary  implication  forbid  the  doing  of  the  act  at  any  other  time 
or  in  any  other  manner  than  as  directed.  Even  as  thus  laid  down  and  restricted, 
the  doctrine  is  one  to  be  applied  with  much  circumspection:  for  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  the  courts  have  sometimes,  in  their  anxiety  to  sustain  the  proceedings 
of  careless  or  incompetent  officers  gone  very  far  in  substituting  a  judicial  view 
or  what  was  essential  for  that  declared  by  the  legislature." 

These  citations  may  be  extended  indefinitely,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  above 
is  a  fair  statement  of  the  rule  of  construction  adopted  by  the  courts  in  relation  to 
such  statutes.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  this  is  only  a  rule  of  con~ 
struction,  and  cannot  have  the  effect  to  override  the  intent  of  the  legislature.  If  in 
the  ac  in  question,  it  plainly  appears  that  the  legislature  intended  that  the  acts 
of  the  Board  of  Equalization  should  be  performed  within  the  time  limited  in  the 
the  statute  or  not  at  all,  then  there  is  no  occasion  for  the  application  of  any  other 
rule  of  construction  than  as  the  well  known  rule  that  the  intent  of  the  General 
Assembly  must  prevail.  In  order  to  discover  whether  such  was  the  intent  of  the 
legislature,  we  may  consider  the  phraseology  of  the  act,  its  nature  and  design, 
kindred  statutes,  and  the  consequences  that  will  follow  from  construing  it  one  way 
or  the  other. 
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As  above  stated,  the  language  is  mandatory.  Not  only  so,  but  the  expression 
"on  or  before."  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  legislature  considered  that  the 
time  given  was  not  only  ample,  but  probably  more  than  would  be  needed. 
It  has  frequently  been  held  by  the  courts  that  the  use  of  the  negative  words 
in  a  statute  suffice  to  make  a  statute  mandatory,  which  otherwise  would  be  di- 
rectly only.  Thus  if  a  statute  require  an  act  to  be  done  on  a  certain  day  "and 
not  otherwise,"  no  court  would  feel  at  liberty  to  say  that  the  act  provided  for 
might  be  done  on  any  other  day  than  the  day  specified. 

The  legislature  by  the  use  of  such  negative  terms,  clearly  expresses  the  in- 
tent that  it  should  be  done  on  that  day.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  use  of  that 
expression  "on  or  before,"  in  the  statute  under  consideration,  has  something  of 
the  same  effect  in  rendering  clear  the  intent  of  the  legislature  that  the  Board  of 
Equalization  should  adjourn  not  later  than  the  day  fixed  in  the  statute. 

The  work  to  be  done  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  is  a  part  of  a  con- 
nected series  of  acts  necessary  to  be  performed  to  secure  equality  in  the  burdens 
of  taxation.  It  has  its  appropriate  place  in  the  system  of  taxation,  both  in  point  of 
time  and  scope  of  duty.  Its  works  cannot  be  done  until  after  the  completion  of 
the  work  of  the  county  and  city  boards  of  equalization,  and  the  results  of  such 
work  certified  to  the  auditor  of  state.  Neither  can  the  work  of  revision  by 
the  county  and  city  boards,  properly  proceed  until  the  work  of  the  State  Board  is 
certified  back  to  the  county  audtiors.  The  county  boards  of  revision  are  author- 
ized to  begin  their  sessions  on  the  very  day  fixed  by  statute  for  adjournment  of 
the  State  Board.  Here  again  seems  to  be  evidenced  the  legislative  intent  that  the 
State  Board  should  adjourn  not  later  than  the  first  Monday  of  May. 

The  end  towards  which  the  entire  scheme  decennial  appraisement  of  real 
property  tends,  is,  that  each  separate  parcel  of  property  may  be  entered  upon 
the  tax  duplicate  of  its  appropriate  county,  at  its  true  value  in  money.  This  work 
of  entering  the  separate  tracts  of  real  estate  within  the  county  upon  the  tax  dupli- 
cates of  the  county,  devolves  upon  the  county  auditor.  Such  officer  cannot  pro- 
ceed with  the  work  of  making  up  the  tax  duplicates  for  the  use  of  the  trcasurei 
in  the  collection  of  taxes  levied  for  the  year  1901,  until  he  has  the  results  of  the 
work  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization.  These  duplicates  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  county  treasurer  by  the  first  of  October,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  it  requires  several  months'  time  for  their  preparation.  In  making 
up  the  duplicates  for  this  year  where  the  State  Board  has  changed  the  valuation, 
the  work  of  the  countyauditor  in  making  up  the  duplicates  will  be  materially  in- 
creased by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  must  make  a  separate  computation  as  to  every 
piece  of  real  estate  within  his  county  in  order  to  make  the  additions  or  deduc- 
tions required  by  the  State  Board.  If  the  State  Board  can  continue  its  sessions 
a  single  day  over  the  time  limit  in  the  statute,  then  all  restrictions  are  removed, 
and  it  may  continue  a  month  or  a  year,  as  the  caprice  of  the  members  may  deter- 
mine. The  result  of  such  action  could  not  but  result  injuriously  to  every  interest 
of  the  State.  The  fact  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  State  Board  should  complete 
its  labors  before  other  officers  and  taxing  agents  can  perform  the  duties  devolved 
upon  them,  lends  additional  force  to  the  conclusion  that  the  legislature  intended 
the  act  prescribing  the  time  when  the  State  Board  should  adjourn,  to  be  man- 
datory. The  legislature  must  be  deemed  to  have  had  in  mind  all  of  these  im- 
portant interests  of  the  State  which  must  necessarily  suffer  if  the  sessions  of  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization  should  be  continued  indefinitely,  and  have  provided 
against  such  injurious  consequences  by  definitely  fixing  the  time  when  the  labors 
of  the  State  Board  must  be  concluded. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  case  falls  clearly  within  the  rules  stated  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Wisconsin  as  above  cited.     That  is,  there  seems  to  be  substantial 
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reasons  why  the  work  of  the  State  Board  may  not  be  done  as  well  after  the  time 
prescribed  as  before.  That  there  is  a  presumption  that  by  allowing  it  to  he  done 
after  the  time,  it  will  work  an  injury.  That  other  act*  relating  to  the  subject  of 
taxation  indicate  that  the  legislature  did  not  intend  that  the  work  of  the  State  Board 
•ih' mid  be  extended  beyond  the  time  fixed  for  its  adjournment. 

In  view  of  the  important  character  of  the  work  to  be  performed  by  this  Board 
and  the  grave  consequences  that  would  follow  should  its  acts  be  held  invalid,  is 
well  as  the  almost  certainty  that  an  act  performed  by  it  after  the  time  fixed  for 
its  adjournment  will  be  attached  in  the  courts,  it  would  seem  that  the  voice  of 
prudence  would  indicate  that  the  Board  ought  to  adjourn  on  the  day  fixed.  It 
is  not  safe  to  attempt  to  be  wiser  than  the  law.  Every  consideration  of  public  in- 
terest and  official  duty  unite  in  admonishing  the  board  and  the  individual  members 
thereof  to  keep  strictly  within  the  limits  of  their  prescribed  powers  to  the  end  that 
their  work  may  successfully  withstand  attack  and  accomplish  what  the  legislature 
designed  in  the  creation  of  the  Board,  viz:  uniformity  of  taxation. 

Your  second  question  relating  to  the  powers  of  decennial  county  and  city 
boards  of  revision  may  be  answered  more  briefly*  Under  the  provision  of  the  Act 
of  April  16,  1000  {M  O.  L,  &46),  the  decennial  county  and  city  boards  of  equali- 
zation sit  as  boards  of  revision  when  notified  by  the  auditor  of  the  county  to  meet 
for  that  purpose,  The  auditor  is  required  to  issue  this  notification  to  meet  as  a 
board  of  revision  n  any  rnmplaint  has  been  filed  with  him  against  any  valuation 
on  or  before  April  15,  if  a  county  board,  on  May  15,  if  a  city  board ;or  the  auditor 
may,  it  he  deems  it  advisable,  convene  said  boards  on  his  own*  motion,  and  without 
any  complaints  being  filed  with  him  for  that  purpose..  Touching  the  duties  and 
powers  oi  such  boards,  the  act  provides, 

The   hoard   of   revision    fhaU   investigate   all    such   complaints   and   all   com- 
plaints against  any  valuation  filed  with  it  as  a  board,  or  made  by  the  county  audita 
and  may  increase  or  decrease  any  valuation  complain- ed  of    nid  no  others," 

It  is  manifest  therefore,  that  to  give  the  board  of  revision  jurisdiction  over 
the  valuation  of  any  properly,  it  is  necessary  either  that  complaints  should  be  filed 
against  such  valuation  by  some  person  interested  in  having  such  valuation  either 
increased  Or  diminished,  <»r  that  complaint  should  be  made  as  to  such  valuation 
by  the  county  auditor  to  nuke  such  complaints,  hence.  I  see  no  reason  why  he  can- 
not complain  of  the  valuation  ot  each  and  every  piece  of  property  in  a  town- 
ship or  other  taxing  district  However,  the  further  provision  of  the  statute  would 
ncccessarily  have  to  be  complied   with  in  such  a  case,  \\z: 

"Nil  valuation,  as  fixed  by  the  board  of  equalization,  shall  be  increased  by 
the  board  of  revision,  in  any  case,  except  upon  reasonable  notice  as  prescribed 
by  tti  er,  lo  all  persons  directly  interested.'* 

The  powers  of  such  boards  sitting  as  boards  of  revision,  are  not  greater  how- 
ever* than  their  powers  as  board  of  equalization.     It  is  specially  provided  by  Section 
L   247), 
"Said  board  shall  in  all  respects  1»e  governed  bj   th*  laws  id  tOTQt  governing 
the  valuing  of  real  property,  and  shall  make  m*  change  m  any  valuation  complained 
of  »  accordance  with  such  laws,   and  subject  to  the  laws  regulating  and 

the  limit  of  equalization-" 
of  the  important  provisions  regulating  and  restricting  the  limit  of  cqual- 
tion  by  county  and  city  boards  is  that  said  hoards 

■  II  not  reduce  the  aggregate  trctae  of  the  county  below  the  aggregate  value 
thcr-  » -turned  by   the   assessor* ,    with   the  additions   made   thereto  by   the 

auditor*" 

Tin*  power,  being  denied  the  board  a-  a  board  of  equalization,  cannot  be 
exercised  by  such  board  when  sitting  as  a  board  of  revision. 

You  further  inquire  whether  this  office  still  adheres  to  the  opinion  formerly 
rendered  you  to  the  effect  that  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  should  maintain 
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the  aggregate  vaina::  :.  :"  the  r«.;.!  pr  perty  "i  the  >:atc  a-  re:i:r:te  I  by  tV.t  c:ur.:y 
auditors.  We  have  r-.-:  ■.•'•  :.rc«.- J  ■■v.r  view-  in  re-pec:  t--  :h:«  pr--p- ?::.-.n  :n  -.he 
lca^t.  We  stated  ::.•;■::  ;.~d  v.e  reaffirm  ::  :j«-w.  that  -hero  i*  n«-  power  :n  ;he 
State  Hoard  eithtr  •  ■  -".,-•.  ..^  ■'  d«.cre:i-e  the  grar.d  ajjurrga'.e  Of  cour-e.  w* 
expect  a  rea^-naMe  c  :-i«:~:c::  :.  *.■  ■  be  placed  upi-n  thi-  ::--iiri:age  The  principle 
thus  announced  c  v.M  *  ■:  "'■■.  ":v. ral'y  enforced.  The  van;: ::■■:!  ■■!*  a  few  dollars 
either  way  c-.:::d  n-:  '•-■.-  ;-:-:r::. :!.-.:•  ••:"  the  principle,  lr.u  a  -::b-:a:'.iial  compliance 
wilh  this  ri(-::i 7'. ::.•.:-.-.  ■:::-:  V-.  ::::d  .■!:?•  ht  t«>  he  -e.'iu«:d.  A:  Ica-t.  tl:e  variations 
from  the  grand  ajjijrecr.ve  a-  re'.urited  hy  the  county  audtu-r- .  ought  n"-t  to  be  so 
marked  as  to  ev:-::v  a  de ]:> rate  pt:rp"-c  on  the  part  of  the  State  li'-ard  to  totally 
disregard  such  erarid  ::n^->i:::-'  .  ar.d  to  fix  a  new  ■.  ahtati'-n  np'-n  the  ppiperiy 
of  the  >tate. 

I  need  :i-  ■:  :t.-:-L:.t  a /at  \w-  ?;nd  in  the  fi  inner  opinion,  but  a  few  additional 
suggestion-  may  r.-  :  '■•<.   •■•::  «■:  place. 

An  e.\ain::.a\  :  ::.:•  '.he  hi-t-.-'y  of  tin*  statute  creaf.iiK  the  State  li-.ari  '■! 
Equalization  '.\i'.i  ■':-■■■.  •■■  that  the  power  of  tiiat  K^ard  i<>  chance  the  yrarjd 
aggregate  of  the  valv.:  :  -  «. !"  the  -tale,  particularly  in  the  maner  of  reducing  the 
grand  aggrega:-. .  ha-  a:...;.*  T'-',Ji  carefully  guarded.  In  the  original  act  of  April 
5.    1851'   <*■•;  O    L..    I''*.  ■    >    .    -.taxied   thi-   pr..vi«i«.n  : 

4*They  >hal!  :t"»:  rer.:.v  :"■  ■  a^reyate  value  of  all  the  real  <.  stale  proper:.* 
of  the  state  as  revjrr.i  d  't\  The   .-.u:  ty  ;«iid:t'»r-.  nmre  than  ten  millions  of  d-»'!.ir-. " 

In  the  amendrra-:::  ■■:  tv-  A  :  May.  1  *•;.•*.  c ."»o  (  ).  I...  KCii.  the  -ame  provi-ion 
is  four.d.  while  iii  :!:•.■  a::- ::d!r:i  :=t  -■:"  *'.:-  Section  of  April  II.  1n*1»  ((.).  L..  JMi.  the 
following  i>ri«\:-:«-r-  :-  "  .»rr.d  *n  re!at:'»:j  to  the  power  of  the  State  Board  to  change 
the  grand  ai^ure:::.:'  : 

"If  :;»  tl:i.:r  ;■.■;.■:■■■•  :"•  ■  ...-■:■-•.  .  :>v  «T  .-il!  'In  r*  ■.!  -.a'lie  of  the  >tate. 
as  returr.cd  by  :].e  •:•.:>  i..: vv  --  :-■.'■•..■  -.r  !m!"\\  :t-  1-u-  '.nine  in  money,  they 
may  i::cr«.:i-t  ■  r  r-.«:\"  ■  ".  "■■.:•  ■■  :  ■■  '■'.-•  :  M-dv,  ••■i:i  ■'■.■■'■"  -nit  e\cied  t\ve!\e 
and  one-ha'f  per c«/::: ■.::■:.  ;  -■■:«:  :j^r' j\*-  pro-.  :dt-d.  tha*  ■:  ary  i-irrea-e  or 
reductio:i   Oial'  T--.-   ri.id-    ■■    •"■  ■     .•.'•..•:■■•    ■■■"  •:  ■■   yrand  a:.'LT«  j.\->    u    -ha'l   -»nly  lie 

made  after  !?:■.    t-:'.i a; :/;■.:  ■  :     •     .  '  *'•■    ■  •• *  -  ■•""  th»-   *tav:  a:  d  *\x  •■:!   -n  h  ii'rrra>e 

or  reducti-  n  ]-  r." a ''».-.  it  •"'.;."!  :■•■  !:.-  ••  :  ■  p-  r  •  it  >\  r!ie  tijuali/e-l  a.a!ua*ioii  i:i  every 
county  of  the  -::.:•■  " 

It  there:"-..rt  .\ppear-  t:-:aT  t:.v  Stat*.   lP.*-id  of  ll'^ia'rzaii'm  ha-  never  1m  i-m  ilnthed 
with   the  ab-.!ut-  p  •■'.■-    !■.   ::•.):■     .-.:  ].    .}..:.:. -j-  i:.    '!"     yrasi-l  ayyn  L'ao-   vahiali-.n 
of  the  *tate  a-  :•.  ?rs:L'h:  d-.-:r^.      Uv  :!i«    :«.rt:  *r  -viviv-  all'-.  *•  •jinMid.  it  wa-  aMthor 
ized    to    i!»;i*:«_-    a    r-   ;■•   :  o-     :  ••:    -  \.  •  «   >  :•    t.  n    :i!-;'i.?.-    ..;    d-.'I.ir-.    a!ii1-    by    tb- 
latter  act.   abo-.#:   .-:■-..'     •■■    ......   ;■««■    .r/«  d   :■•   i.:;d-    ♦  '"'h  r    t:i   iinr«.'i-i-   •»?    nd'ii 

tion  within  trie  ].r..-.  ■■'  t.-.-  "v  ■.-.■!  ■:  ■  -":,:.!■'  p<  -■  i-n-um  t,\  tin  L'r.ind  a-jL'ri  ^'ate  Km. 
in  this  A'-t  i:  w\.  ■:■•.   ■•    y  :.-    . 

"Thai  if  .;»:;.    :;....  r   *:   fit.  -.    ,.    ■.;  .■,'/   /..-   i;; /./,-  /,j   //.,    .-  //n/.'i.,,,   „/   ^/j,.  pjtind 

aggregate.  H  :>.  :'.'.  .  ;  .'.  ■■:■  »  ■-..  ■  in  :i,r  i4:  m  ■•!  .ill  //.».  i -••ffii.'.'.'f  .;/'  //it- 
j/cl/t*  " 

Str«"'-,L'«  -   !'.->■  *    ■■    "'  ■      ■   ■  ■"    •         '    -.\    •]  ■     !■    '■    '■.::■..     in".  i,t    :  1 1 :i •    ibi 

procev.   «.■*■--    '/.    ■  ;  ■  ■•.-.».       .         ■  '.    •  1  .,:  l Yd    !.■     ■:■  i  !.     in 

the   t»ra:  »!   :.jj--  j-  •■  -                                     •    .     .•     •  d    ..;••■;'..!•     rwr.w    !m  .  •. 

eliminate  •>'  :     •'  ■      ■   ■  ..........              ..  ••  .    jj  ,:  .,|    ,  .    ,  ,,.   ♦},,.  .|1|A,  r   1(, 

equalize.     '[■■•■'/■  ■     •     •    ■        •  .      ■■  .  ••     ■    ■:■   \     .  r'-i., ■:.,■!      'I  b«     •  . .  t-  i  •■ 

of  such  pi.  -a  vr  ■■■■■"  ■.  •:•-■■  .  ;.  : . »  . .  -  .j-;  ,:■/.,  •■-.•!  •.,.,«,.,;,.  ,|  ,,| 
real  cMa:».-  a;.;  • 

The  A::     ■    /  ;  •:'--■■  ■     '         •"  ■-■/  ■ ,   ■    ..r    r- ■•■..  •■■.- 

in  the  L'rar  1   ■_■_■•■.    •  ■                       ■   •  .                          ■    !      ■   p.  ?    .  ■  -t       •.  m  • 

be  con-idi-*-  !            ■  ■             ' :                       .     /  ■            -  d  r  -.^  .i        "•'■i,a 

tion  upon  •'  ■   :       ■  •  ■   -■  ;:-     ■         I  :      .....'.■••       ...  ^ ....... 

by  the  ia-t  '.-  .      ■    ■  •         ■        :'.   ■  ■      '•  •          ....:■■        ..  :..rr,.*« 


The  ?!v-   •'.'.■■■ 
2k-    I*.    K 
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The  date  upon  which  the  said  Board  shall  adjourn,  and 
The  maintenance  of  the  grand  aggregate. 

The  validity  of  the  work  of  the  Board  will,  in  our  judgment,  depend  largely 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  Board  meets  these  two  questions.  The  people  of  the 
state  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  work  of  the  State  Boa  d  will  inure  to  their 
benefit.  One  course  is  open  to  the  Board  that  is  free  from  all  doubt  or  danger; 
that  course  is  to  comply  strictly  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  issues  involved,  no  man  could  be  regarded 
as  a  safe  counsellor  who  would  advise  any  other  course  than  the  one  that  is  secure 
from  all  uncertainty  and  danger. 

Very  truly, 

J.  E.  Todd, 
Assistant  Attorney-General. 
The  above  opinion  was  submitted  to  me  during  its  course  of  preparation,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  approved. 

J.  M.  Sheets, 
A  ttorney-General. 
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RULES  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION. 


(Adopted  December  5th,  1900.) 


OF    MEETING. 

Rule  1.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  the  hour  to  which  the  Board  shall  stand 
adjourned  from  day  to  day  shall  be  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Rule  2.  The  Presiding  officer  shall  take  the  chair,  and  call  the  Board  to 
order  every  day  precisely  at  the  hour  to  which  it  shall  have  adjourned,  or  taken  a 
recess. 

of  order  of  business. 

Rule  3.    The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows: 

A.  As  soon  as  the  Board  is  called  to  order  after  an  adjournment,  prayer 
may  be  offered,  and,  a  quorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  the  previous 
day  shall  be  read  and  approved. 

B.  The  President  shall  then  call  for  the  presentation  of: 

1.  The  report  of  select  committees; 

2.  The  reports  of  standing  committees; 

3.  Unfinished  business; 

4.  Miscellaneous  business. 

OF   COMMITTEES. 

Rule  4.  The  following  standing  committees  (consisting  of  five  members  each) 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President: 

1.  Claims. 

2.  Rules. 

3.  Cities  of  the  first  and  second  grade,  first  class. 

4.  Other  cities. 

5.  Villages. 

6.  Farm  lands  and  improvements. 

7.  Non-taxable  property. 

Rule  5.  Reports  —  The  reports  of  the  committees  shall  be  called  for,  and 
made  in  the  order  named  in  Rule  3.  Provided,  however,  that  if  the  call  of  com- 
mittees is  not  completed  in  any  day,  the  first  committee  to  be  called  on  the  succeed- 
ing day  shall  be  the  committee  next  after  the  one  last  reporting. 

QUESTIONS    NOT    DEBATABLE. 

Rule  6.    The  following  questions  shall  be  decided  without  debate,  to-wit: 

1.  To  adjourn. 

2.  To  take  a  recess. 

3.  To  lav  on  the  table. 

4.  To  take  from  the  table,  and 

5.  To  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day. 

MOTIONS. 

Rule  7.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded  it  shall  be  stated  by  the  Pre- 
siding Officer  before  being  discussed ;  and  no  member  shall  be  permitted  to  speak 
until  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

Rule  8.  Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  if  the  President,  or  any 
member,  requires  it,  and  any  member  may  call  for  a  statement  of  the  question, 
which  the  President  may  give  sitting. 
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OF  DECORUM. 

Rule  9.  When  a  question  is  under  consideration  no  motion  shall  be  enter- 
tained, except, 

1.  To  postpone. 

2.  To  refer. 

3.  To  lay  on  the  table. 

4.  To  amend. 

5.  The  previous  question. 

6.  To  recess,  or 

7.  To  adjourn. 

Rule  10.  While  the  President  is  putting  the  question,  or  while  a  member  is 
speaking,  no  member  shall  pass  between  the  member  speaking  and  the  Chair. 

Rule  11.  When  a  member  desires  to  speak,  he  shall  arise  from  his  seat 
and  address  the  Chair  in  this  form,  to-wit:  "Mr.  President." 

Rule  12.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  question  with- 
out leave  of  the  Board. 

VOTING. 

Rule  13.  When  the  debate  or  discussion  of  a  question  shall  be  concluded, 
the  President  shall  put  the  question  in  this  form,  to-wit:  "You  who  are  of  the 
opinion  (as  the  case  ma  be)  say  'aye',  those  of  a  contrary  opinion  say  'no';"  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  upon  any  question  and  entered  on  the  journal,  upon 
the  request  of  any  two  members  of  the  Board.  Provided,  however,  that  the  yeas 
and  nays  shall  be  called  on  changes  in  valuations,  without  demand,  and  entered 
on  the  journal.     (See  Rule  31.) 

Rule  14.  If  the  Presiding  Officer  doubts,  or  a  division  be  called  for,,  the  mem- 
bers shall  divide  by  rising ;  those  of  the  affirmative  first  and  afterwards  those  of  the 
negative;  and  the  Presiding  Officer  shall  decide  by  count,  telling  the  number. 

Rule  15.  Every  member  present  when  a  question  is  put,  shall  vote,  unless 
excused  by  the  Board. 

Rule  16.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  Board  without  leave  of 
absence,  which  may  l>e  granted  by  the  Presiding  Officer,  and  which,  when  so 
granted,  shall  be  announced  to  the  Board  and  spread  upon  the  journal. 

previous  question. 

Rule  17.  The  previous  question  shall  be  put  in  this  form:  "Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?"  It  shall  be  admitted  when  demanded  by  three  members, 
and  until  it  is  decided  shall  preclude  all  amendments  or  further  debate  upon  the 
main  question. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  QUESTION. 

Rule  19.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  question ;  and  when  the 
question  be  considered  divisible  by  the  Chair,  the  same  shall  be  divided.  An  appeal 
may  be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this  question  by  any  two  members. 

APPEALS  FROM   THE  DECISION  OF  THE  CHAIR. 

Rule  20.  Questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Presiding  Officer,  with- 
out debate;  but  such  decisions  shall  be  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Board  by  any 
two  members. 

Rule  21.  On  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  no  member  shall  speak 
more  than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the  Board,  except  the  member  appealing,  who 
may  speak  twice:  the  President  may  speak  in  preference  to  any  other  member,  and 
on  an  appeal  the  question  shall  be  put :  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  Board?" 
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COMMITTEE  OF  THE   WHOLE. 

Rule  22.  In  forming  the  committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Presiding  Officer  shall 
appoint  a  member  to  preside  and  shall  leave  the  chair.  The  Clerk  of  the  Board  shall 
make  the  necessary  minutes  of  proceedings  when  the  Board  is  sitting  in  committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Rule  23.  The  rules  of  proceedings  in  the  Board  shall  govern  the  committee 
of  the  Whole  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable.     (See  also  Rules  31,  37  and  39.) 

RULES. 

Rule  24.  These  rules  may  be  amended  upon  written  motion  submitted  two 
days  before  action  is  taken,  and  upon  a  majority  vote  of  the  whole  Board  in  favor 
thereof. 

Rule  25.  The  Board  may  temporarily  suspend  the  operation  of  any  rule,, 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the  members  elected  to  said  Board.  Upon  the  question  of 
such  suspension  the  yeas  and  nays  need  not  be  called  unless  demanded  by  a  member 
of  the  Board. 

Rule  26.  In  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  these  rules,  the  rules  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Ohio  as  applied  to  the  Senate  shall  be  held  to  be  the  rules  of  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization. 

(Adopted  January  8,    1901.) 

ON   CHANGES  OF  VALUATION. 

Rule  27.  The  Board  will  add  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the  real  property 
of  every  county  which  it  believes  to  be  valued  below  its  true  value  in  money,  such 
percentum  in  each  case  as  will  raise  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

Rule  28.  The  Board  will  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real 
property  of  any  county  which  it  believes  to  be  valued  above  its  true  value  in  money, 
such  percentum  in  each  case  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

Rule  29.  If  the  Board  believes  that  right  and  justice  require  the  valuation  of 
any  cities  or  villages  in  any  county,  or  of  the  real  property  of  such  county  not  in 
cities  or  villages,  to  be  raised  or  to  be  reduced  without  raising  or  reducing  the 
other  real  property  in  such  county,  or  without  raising  or  reducing  such  other  real 
property  in  the  same  ratio,  it  may,  in  every  such  case,  add  to  or  take  from  the 
valuation  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  cities  or  villages,  or  of  property  not  in  cities 
or  villages,  such  percentum  as  it  believes  will  raise  or  reduce  the  same  to  its  true 
value  in  money. 

Rule  30.  The  Board  shall,  by  its  clerk,  keep  a  true  and  full  account  of 
its  proceedings  and  orders. 

Rule  31.  Additions  or  reductions  in  the  valuations  of  the  several  taxing  dis- 
tricts of  the  state  shall  only  be  made  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Board,  and  on  such  questions,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  and  entered 
on  the  journal.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall,  however,  have  the  right  to 
suspend  this  rule  while  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  upon  the  affirmative  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

OF  PROCEDURE. 

Rule  32.  In  proceeding  with  the  work  to  come  before  it,  the  Board  will  first 
equalize  the  valuations  of  the  farm  lands  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  con- 
sidering each  county  in  its  alphabetical  order. 

Rule  33.  The  farm  lands  having  been  equalized,  the  Board  will  next  proceed 
to  consider,  by  counties  in  alphabetical  order,  the  equalization  of  the  villages  in 
the  State. 

Rule  34.    Farm  lands  and  villages  having  been  equalized,   the  Board  will 
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next  proceed  to  consider,  by  counties  in  alphabetical  order,  the  valuation  of  the 
several  cities  of  the  State,  other  than  the  cities  of  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati, 
Toledo  and  Dayton. 

Rule  35.  The  valuations  mentioned  in  Rules  32,  83  and  34  having  been  equal- 
ized, the  Board  will  then  proceed  to  consider  the  valuation  of  the  cities  of  Cleveland, 
Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Toledo  and  Dayton  in  the  order  named. 

Rule  36.  The  valuations  of  the  several  districts  named  in  the  preceding  rules 
(32,  33,  34  and  35)  having  been  equalized,  the  Board  will  then  proceed  to  equalize 
the  valuations  of  the  farm  lands  and  city  or  village  lands  in  the  same  county,  again 
taking  up  the  counties  in  alphabetical  order. 

Rule  37.  All  complaints  or  petitions  to  be  presented  to  the  Board,  shall  be 
in  writing,  but  may  be  supported  by  oral  argument  All  hearings  of  complainants 
or  petitioners  and  all  consideration  of  the  valuations  in  the  several  taxing  districts 
of  the  State,  shall  take  place  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Rule  38.  The  clerk  shall  prepare  a  calendar  for  the  guidance  of  the  Board, 
and  those  delegations  which  may  appear  before  it. 

Rule  39.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  not  report  its  findings  to  the 
Board  until  it  shall  have  concluded  its  labors,  and  is  ready,  after  the  proper  revision, 
to  submit  its  final  recommendations  to  the  Board.  It  shall  retain  in  its  own  pos- 
session all  data  collected  during  its  sittings,  and  shall  not  be  required  to  report  on 
any  subdivision  of  its  labors,  until  it  has  completed  its  work. 
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Senate  Chamber,  Columbus,  Ohio,  December  4,  1900. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  State  (De- 
cennial) Board  of  Equalization, — the  members  of  the  Board  were  called 
to  order  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  the  State  Capitol,  by  the  Auditor  of 
State,  Walter  D.  Guilbert,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Board  ex-ofhcio,  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Upon  a  call  of  the  roll  of  members,  the  following  members-elect 
presented  thernselves  at  the  clerk's  desk  and  took  an  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  also  an  oath  of  office,  and  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties : 
— Messrs.  Joshua  Barnett,  5th-6th  district;  Theo.  M.  Bates,  25th  district; 
Michael  Booth,  I7th-28th  district;  William  Wr.  Chapman,  3rd  district; 
Frank  A.  Chenoweth,  10th  district;  George  Crater,  i8th-i9th  district; 
William  B.  Crawford,  21st  district;  Dennis  Denny,  13th  district;  Fred- 
erick J.  Diem,  1st  district ;  Robert  P.  Fisher,  2nd-4th  district ;  Walter  G. 
Guilbert,  Auditor  of  State ;  T.  G.  Hart,  24th-26th  district ;  Frank  Hicks, 
2nd-4th  district;  Joseph  Horn,  30th  district:  Charles  Keterer,  i8th-i9th 
district;  Robert  Leeding,  I5th-i6th  district;  Charles  McKinney,  20th- 
22nd  district;  North  Newton,  23rd  district;  Henry  Oskamp,  1st  district; 
R.  M.  Patterson,  9th-i4th  district;  James  A.  Pringle,  nth  district;  C.  F. 
Quellhorst,  12th  district;  John  C.  Rorick,  33rd  district;  A.  D.  Sheldon, 
27th-29th  district ;  James  Skelton,  7th  district ;  John  C.  Snyder,  8th  dis- 
trict;  George  Stuart,  25th  district;  William  H.  Walker,  5th-6th  district; 
Stephen  Waller,  31st  district;  Frank  \Yrestgerdes,  32nd  district.  Messrs. 
elect  Henry  C.  A.  Ehlert  of  the  33rd  district:  and  J.  Gordon  Taylor  of 
the  1st  district,  were  not  present. 

Mr.  Guilbert  as  temporary  president  of  the  Board,  appointed  Messrs. 
Chapman,  Crater  and  Deim,  as  a  committee  on  credentials,  with  in- 
structions to  examine  the  credentials  of  the  members-elect,  and  report 
to  the  Board  the  result  of  their  investigations  at  the  morning  session 
on  Thursday  next. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  election  of  the  officers  and  em- 
ployes of  the  Board,  Mr.  Rorick  placed  in  nomination  for  President  of 
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the  Board,  Mr.  Theodore  M.  Bates,  of  the  25th  district,  which  nomin- 
ation being  seconded  by  Mr.  Walker,  and  no  other  nominations  being 
made,  Mr.  Bates  was  duly  elected  President  of  the  Board. 

Messrs.  Rorick  and  Quellhorst  were  appointed  a  committee  to  con- 
duct the  President  to  the  chair,  which  duty  having  been  performed,  the 
Auditor  of  State  introduced  the  President  of  the  Board,  and  surrendered 
to  him  the  gavel,  which  he  accepted  with  a  fitting  address,  and  then  as- 
sumed the  chair. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  election  of  a  Vice  President,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Diem,  seconded  by  Mr.  Skelton,  Mr.  T.  G.  Hart  of  the  24th- 
26th  district  was  unanimously  elected  such  officer,  and  was  conducted 
to  the  rostrum  by  Messrs  Oskamp  and  Fisher,  who  were  appointed  a  com- 
mute for  that  purpose. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  eletion  of  a  Clerk,  on  the  nom- 
ination of  Mr.  Guilbert,  seconded  by  Mr.  Crawford,  Elliot  Howard  Gilkey 
of  Franklin  County,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  eletion  of  a  First  Assistant 
Clerk,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Rorick,  seconded  by  Mr.  Guilbert,  R. 
.  Graham  Rudd,  of  Lucas  County,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  election  of  a  Second  Assistant 
Clerk,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Crawford,  seconded  by  Mr.  Deim, 
Charles  O.  Silver  of  Stark  County,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  election  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
on  xthe  nomination  of  Mr.  Skelton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Snyder,  James  W. 
Ricker  of  Scioto  County,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  election  of  a  First  Assistant 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Walker,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Barnett.  R.  A.  Davidson  of  Highland  County,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  election  of  a  Second  Assistant 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Hart,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Walker,  R.  C.  Ellsworth  of  Summit  County,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  election  of  a  Porter,  on  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Oskamp,  seconded  by  Mr.  Diem,  Charles  Ruehrwein 
of  Hamilton  County  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  next  business  in  order  being  the  election  of  two  Pages,  Mr. 
Denny  nominated  Roy  M.  King  of  Champaign  County,  and  Mr.  Chap- 
man nominated  Jacob  Bader  of  Montgomery  County.  Mr.  Leeding 
seconded  the  nomination  of  Roy  King,  and  Mr.  Hart  seconded  the  nom- 
ination of  Jacob  Bader,  and  they  were  unanimously  elected. 

The  Clerk,  Assistant  Clerks,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  the  Assistant 
Sergeants-at-Arnis,  were  then  called  to  the  Speaker's  stand,  and  each  took 
an  oath,  administered  by  the  President  of  the  Board,  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
also  an  oath  of  office,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  by  the 
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chair,  to  determine  and  report  to  the  Board  at  the  session  of  tomorrow, 
the  mileage  due  the  members  of  the  Board  under  the  present  law. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee  Messrs  Hart,  Walker, 
and  Fisher. 

The  members  of  the  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  selection  of  seats 
in  the  Chamber,  first  directing  that  the  President  pro  tern.,  the  Auditor 
of  State,  Mr.  Skelton,  and  all  members  over  sixty  years  of  age,  be  per- 
mitted to  select  their  seats  in  advance  of  other  members. 

The  selection  of  seats  having  been  accomplished,  Mr.  Guilbert  moved 
that  the  President  be  directed  to  appoint  a  standing  committee  on  Rules, 
consisting  of  five  members,  with  instructions  to  report  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  to  the  Board  on  Tuesday  next,  and  that  in  the  meantime, 
the  Board  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the  former  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion of  1890. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  President  appointed  as  such 
standing  Committee  on  Rules;  Messrs.  Guilbert,  Hart,  Rorick,  Hicks 
and  Horn. 

Mr.  Hart  announced  that  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  Mileage 
would  be  held  in  the  Senate  Chamber  immediately  upon  the  adjournment 
of  this  session  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Guilbert  announced  that  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  Rules 
would  be  held  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  State,  at  2.30  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Chapman  announced  that  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Creden- 
tials would  be  held  in  the  Senate  Chamber  at  9  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning. 

Indefinite  leave  of  absence  was  granted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rorick, 
to  Mr.  Ehlert,  member-elect  of  the  33rd  district,  on  account  of  sickness. 

Indefinite  leave  of  absence  was  granted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman, 
to  Mr.  Newton,  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow 
morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  5,  1900. 

TEN    O'CLOCK,   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the  chair. 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Hart  submitted  the  following  report. 

The  Committee  on  Mileage,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  mileage 
due  the  several  members  of  the  Board,  submits  the  following  schedule  of  the 
number  of  miles  due  under  the  law  : 

Mr.  Barnett,   124  miles. 

Mr.  Bates,   290  miles. 
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Mr.  Booth,  244  miles. 

Mr.   Chapman,    144  miles. 

Mr.  Chenoweth,  34  miles. 

Mr.   Crater,   228  miles. 

Mr.  Crawford,  332  miles. 

Mr.  Denny,    130  miles. 

Mr.  Diem,  240  miles. 

Mr.  Ehlert,  262  miles. 

Mr.  Fisher,  362  miles. 

Mr.  Hart,  340  miles. 

Mr.  Hicks,  200  miles. 

Mr.  Horn,  282  miles. 

Mr.  Keterer,  356  miles. 

Mr.  Leeding,  84  miles. 

Mr.  McKinney,  352  miles. 

Mr.  Newton,  386  miles. 

Mr.  Oskamp,  240  miles. 

Mr.  Patterson,  198  miles. 

Mr.  Pringle,  44  miles. 

Mr.  Quellhorst,  208  miles. 

Mr.  Rorick,  328  miles. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  288  miles. 

Mr.  Skclton,  208  miles. 

Mr.  Snyder,  254  miles. 

Mr.  Stuart,  280  miles. 

Mr.  Taylor,  240  miles. 

Mr.  Walker,  210  miles. 

Mr.  Waller,  160  miles. 

Mr.  Westgerdes,  240  miles. 

T.  G.  Hart, 
W.  H.  Walker, 
R  P.  Fisher, 

Committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted,  and  the  President  of  the 
Board  was  directed  to  draw  his  vouchers  on  the  Auditor  of  State,  in  favor 
of  the  members  named  in  said  report,  and  for  the  mileage  so  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  Crawford  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  confer 
with  the  Auditor  of  State  and  report  to  this  body  as  to  what,  if  any,  work  is- 
ready,  when  such  work  will  be  ready,  and  such  further  recommendation  as  may, 
in  the  committee's  judgment,   be  necessary. 

The  President  appointed  as  members  of  said  committee:  Messrs. 
Crawford,  Skelton,  Chenoweth,  Westgerdes  and  Ketterer. 

Mr.  Hart  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instructed  to  prepare  the 
copy  for,  and  have  printed,  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  a  Manual  of  the 
Board,  which  shall  contain,  besides  a  list  of  the  members,  officers  and  committees, 
such  rules  as  the  Board  may  adopt,  and  such  other  information  as  will  be  of 
use  in  the  work  before  this  body. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
President  to  take  under  consideration  the  advisability  of  securing  a  clergy- 
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man  to  officiate  in  the  daily  meeting  of  the  Board.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Walker,  Rorick  and  Fisher  were  appointed  such 
committee. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  State  be  requested  to  furnish  to  each 
member  of  this  Board  (if  he  can)  a  copy  of  the  journal  or  proceeding  of  the  last 
Decennial  State  Board  of  Equalization. 

Mr.  Rorick  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted : 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  President  request  Col.  Fred.  Blenkner  to  assist  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  of  this  Board,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  manner,  as  will 
not  conflict  with  his  other  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  Board  took  a  recess  untill  three  o'clock 
p.  M. 


THREE  O  CLOCK,  P.M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Hart,  from  the  Committee  on  Rules,  asked  and  obtained  unani- 
mous leave  to  make  a  report  at  this  time,  and  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Rules,  to  which  was  referred  the  duty  of  sub- 
mitting rules  for  the  government  of  this  Board,  respectfully  recommend1 
for  your  adoption  the  following : 

RULES  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION. 


(Adopted  December  5th,  1900.) 


OF    MEETING. 

Rule  1.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  the  hour  to  which  the  Board  shall  stand- 
adjourned  from  day  to  day  shall  be  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Rule  2.  The  Presiding  officer  shall  take  the  chair,  and  call  the  Board  to  order 
every  day  precisely  at  the  hour  to  which  it  shall  have  adjourned,  or  taken  a  recess. 

OF  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Rule  3.    The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows : 

A.  As  soon  as  the  Board  is  called  to  order  after  an  adjournment,  prayer 
may  be  offered,  and,  a  quorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  the  previous 
day  shall  be  read  and  approved. 

B.  The  President  shall  then  call  for  the  presentation  of: 

1.  The  report  of  select  committees; 

2.  The  reports  of  standing  committees; 

3.  Unfinished  business ; 

4.  Miscellaneous  business. 

OF  committees. 

Rule  4.  The  following  standing  committees  (consisting  of  five  members  each> 
shall  be  appointed  by  the   President: 

1.  Claims. 

2.  Rules. 
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3.  Cities  of  the  first  and  second  grade,  first  class. 

4.  Other  cities. 

5.  Villages. 

6.  Farm  lands  and  improvements. . 

7.  Non-taxable  property. 

Rule  5.  Reports  —  The  reports  of  the  committees  shall  be  called  for,  and 
made  in  the  order  named  in  Rule  3.  Provided,  however,  that  if  the  call  of  com- 
mittees is  not  completed  in  any  day,  the  first  committee  to  be  called  on  the  succeeding 
day  shall  be  the  committee  next  after  the  one  last  reporting. 

QUESTIONS    NOT    DEBATABLE. 

Rule  6.    The  following  questions  shall  be  decided  without  debate,   to-wit: 

1.  To  adjourn. 

2.  To  take  a  recess. 

3.  To  lay  on  the  table. 

4.  To  take  from  the  table,  and 

5.  To  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day. 

MOTIONS. 

Rule  7.  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded  it  shall  be  stated  by  the 
Presiding  Officer  before  being  discussed;  and  no  member  shall  be  permitted  to 
-speak  until  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

Rule  8.  Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  if  the  President,  or  any 
member,  requires  it,  and  any  member  may  call  for  a  statement  of  the  question, 
-which  the  President  may  give  sitting. 

OP  DECORUM. 

Rule  9.  When  a  question  is  under  consideration  no  motion  shall  be  enter- 
tained, except, 

1.  To  postpone. 

2.  To  refer. 

3.  To  lay  on  the  table. 

4.  To  amend. 

5.  The  previous  question. 

6.  To  recess,   or 

7.  To  adjourn. 

Rule  10.  While  the  President  is  putting  the  question,  or  while  a  member 
is  speaking,   no  member  shall  pass  between  the  member  speaking  and  the  Chair. 

Rule  11.  When  a  member  desires  to  speak,  he  shall  arise  from  his  seat  and 
address  the  Chair  in  this  form,    to-wit:  "Mr.   President." 

Rule  12.  No  member  shall  speak  twice  on  the  same  question  without  leave 
of  the  Board. 


Rule  13.  When  the  debate  or  discussion  of  a  question  shall  be  concluded, 
the  President  .shall  put  the  question  in  this  form,  to-wit:  "You  who  are  of  the 
opinion  (as  the  case  may  be)  say  'aye,'  those  of  a  contrary  opinion  say  'no';" 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  upon  any  question  and  entered  on  the 
journal,  upon  the  request  of  any  two  members  of  the  Board.  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  on  changes  in  valuations,  without 
demand,   and  entered  on  the  journal.     (See  Rule  31.) 

Rule  14.  If  the  Presiding  Officer  doubts,  or  a  division  be  called  for,  the 
members   shall   divide  by   rising;    those   of  the  affirmative  first  and   afterwards 
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those  of  the  negative;  and  the  Presiding  Officer  shall  decide  by  count,  telling 
the  number. 

Rule  15.  Every  member  present  when  a  question  is  put,  shall  vote,  unless 
excused  by  the  Board. 

Rule  16.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  Board  without  leave 
of  absence,  which  may  be  granted  by  the  Presiding  Officer,  and  which,  when 
so  granted,  shall  be  announced  to  the  Board  and  spread  upon  the  journal. 

PREVIOUS   QUESTION. 

Rule  17.  The  previous  question  shall  be  put  in  this  form:  "Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?"  It  shall  be  admitted  when  demanded  by  three  members, 
and  until  it  is  decided  shall  preclude  all  amendments  or  further  debate  upon 
the  main  ouestion. 

Rule  18. 

division  of  the  question 

Rule  19.  Any  member  may  call  for  a  division  of  the  question;  and  when 
the  question  be  considered  divisible  by  the  Chair,  the  same  shall  be  divided.  An 
appeal  may  be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  on  this  question  by  any 
two  members. 

APPEALS   FROM    THE   DECISION   OF  THE  CHAIR. 

Rule  20.  Questions  of  order  shall  be  decided  by  the  Presiding  Officer, 
without  debate;  but  such  decisions  shall  be  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Board 
by  any  two  members. 

Rule  21.  On  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  no  member  shall 
speak  more  than  once,  unless  by  leave  of  the  Board,  except  the  member  appealing, 
who  may  speak  twice;  the  President  may  speak  in  preference  to  any  other 
member,  and  on  an  appeal  the  question  shall  be  put:  "Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the   Board?" 

COMMITTEE  OF  THE   WHOLE. 

Rule  22.  In  forming  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Presiding  Officer 
shall  appoint  a  member  to  preside  and  shall  leave  the  chair.  The  Clerk  of  the 
Board  shall  make  the  necessary  minutes  of  proceedings  when  the  Board  is  sitting 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Rule  23.  The  rules  of  proceeding  in  the  Board  shall  govern  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable.     (See  also  Rules  31,  37  and  39.) 

RULES. 

Rule  24.  These  rules  may  be  amended  upon  written  motion  submitted  two 
days  before  action  is  taken,  and  upon  a  majority  vote  of  the  whole  Board  in 
favor  thereof. 

Rule  25.  The  Board  may  temporarily  suspend  the  operation  of  any  rule, 
b"  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the  members  elected  to  said  Board.  Upon  the  question 
of  such  suspension  the  yeas  and  nays  need  not  be  called  unless  demanded  by  a 
member  of  the   Board. 

RZ.5  20.  In  all  cases  not  provided  for  in  these  rules,  the  rules  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Ohio  as  applied  to  the  Senate  shall  be  held  to  be  the  rules 
of  the   State    Board   of   Equalization. 

(Adopted  January  8,    1901.) 

ON   CHANGES   OF  VALUATION. 

Rule  27.  The  Board  will  add  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the  real  property 
of  every  county  which  it  believes  to  be  valued  below  its  true  value  in  money, 
such  percentum  in  each  case  as  will  raise  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 
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RZ.5  28.  The  Board  will  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real 
property  of  every  county  which  it  believes  to  be  valued  above  its  true  value  in 
money,  such  percentum  in  each  case  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value 
in  money. 

Rule  29.  If  the  Board  believes  that  right  and  justice  require  the  valuation 
sof  any  cities  or  villages  in  any  county,  or  of  real  property  of  such  county  not 
in  cities  or  villages,  to  be  raised  or  to  be  reduced  without  raising  or  reducing  the 
other  real  property  in  such  county,  or  without  raising  or  reducing  such  other  real 
property  in  the  same  ratio,  it  may,  in  every  such  case,  add  to  or  take  from  the 
Valuation  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  cities  or  villages,  or  of  property  not  in 
cities  or  villages,  such  percentum  as  it  believes  will  raise  or  reduce  the  same 
to   its   true   value   in   money. 

Rule  30.  The  Board  shall,  by  its  Clerk,  keep  a  true  and  full  account  of 
its  proceedings  and  orders. 

Rule  31.  Additions  or  reductions  in  the  valuations  of  the  several  taxing 
•districts  of  the  state  shall  only  be  made  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the 
members  of  the  Board,  and  on  such  questions,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called 
and  entered  on  the  journal.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall,  however,  have 
the  right  to  suspend  this  rule  while  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  upon  the  affirmative 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

OF   PROCEDURE. 

Rule  32.  In  proceeding  with  the  work  to  come  before  it,  the  Board  will  first 
equalize  the  valuations  of  the  farm  lands  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  con- 
sidering each  county  in  its  alphabetical  order. 

Rule  33.  The  farm  lands  having  been  equalized,  the  Board  will  next  proceed 
to  consider,  by  counties  in  alphabetical  order,  the  equalization  of  the  villages  in  the 
.State. 

Rule  34.  Farm  lands  and  villages  having  been  equalized,  the  Board  will  next 
proceed  to  consider,  by  counties  in  alphabetical  order,  the  valuation  of  the  several 
•cities  of  the  State,  other  than  the  cities  of  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Toledo 
.and  Dayton. 

Rule  35.  The  valuations  mentioned  in  Rules  32,  33  and  34  having  been  equal- 
ized, the  Board  will  then  proceed  to  consider  the  valuation  of  the  cities  of  Cleveland, 
Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Toledo  and  Dayton  in  the  order  named. 

Rule  36.  The  valuations  of  the  several  districts  named  in  the  preceding  rules 
(32,  33,  34  and  35)  having  been  equalized,  the  Board  will  then  proceed  to  equalize 
the  valuations  of  the  farm  lands  and  city  or  village  lands  in  the  same  county, 
again  taking  up  the  counties  in  alphabetical  order. 

Rule  37.  All  complaints  or  petitions  to  be  presented  to  the  Board,  shall  be 
in  writing,  but  may  be  supported  by  oral  argument.  All  hearings  of  complainants 
or  petitioners  and  all  consideration  of  the  valuations  in  the  several  taxing  districts 
-of  the  State,   shall  take  place  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Rule  38.  The  Clerk  shall  prepare  a  calendar  for  the  guidance  of  the  Board, 
and  those  delegations  which  may  appear  before  it. 

Rule  39.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  not  report  its  findings  to  the 
Board  until  it  shall  have  concluded  its  labors,  and  is  ready,  after  the  proper  revision, 
to  submit  its  final  recommendations  to  the  Board.  It  shall  retain  in  its  own  posses- 
sion all  data  collected  during  its  sittings,  and  shall  not  be  required  to  report  on 
any  subdivisions  of  its  labors,  until  it  has  completed  its  work. 

W.   D.   Guilbert, 
T.  G.  Hart, 
Joseph  Horn, 
Frank  Hicks, 
John  C.  Rorick, 

Committee. 
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The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  rules  submitted  by  the  committee  be 
considered  in  their  order,  seriatim,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  President  thereupon  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the  Rules  sepa- 
rately— beginning  with  the  first,  and  announced  that  if  he  heard  no  ob- 
jection to  a  rule  as  read  by  the  Clerk,  he  would  consider  the  rule  adopted, 
and  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  one  next  in  order. 

Rule  i  was  read,  in  the  form  proposed  by  the  committee,  whereupon 
Mr.  Skelton  moved  to  amend  the  rule  by  striking  out  the  word  "ten,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  "nine."  The  motion  to  amend  was 
disagreed  to. 

Rules  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  n,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21, 
22,  23,  24,  25  and  26,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  were  then  read  in 
order,  and  there  being  no  amendment  offered  to  said  rules,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Skelton,  the  rules  as  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Rules,  were 
adopted  as  a  whole,  and  made  the  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  advisability  of  securing  a  clergyman 
to  officiate  at  the  opening  of  the  daily  session  of  the  board,  finds  that  no  provision 
for  a  chaplain  has  been  made  in  the  law,  which  seems  to  have  been  passed  for  the 
purpose  of  limiting  the  number  of  the  officers  and  employes  of  the  State  Board 
of  Equalization;  and  no  means  authorized  for  the  payment  for  the  services  of  a 
■clergyman,  and  as  this  is  not  a  legislative  body,  the  committee  recommend  that 
the  services  of  a  chaplain  be  dispensed   with. 

W.  H.  Walker, 
John  C.  Rorick, 
R.    P.    Fisher. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Sheldon  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to  read,  that  the  report 
and  its  subject  matter  be  recommitted  to  the  committee,  with  instructions 
to*  further  investigate  and  report  upon  the  willingness  of  the  clergy  of 
Columbus,  to  volunteer  their  services  during  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
in  the  city. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  demanded, 
taken,  and  resulted,  Yeas  15,  Nays  13,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Diem,  Guil- 
bert,  Hart,  McKinney,  Patterson,  Pringle,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder, 
Stuart — 15. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Crater,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Horn,  Keterer,  Leeding,  Oskamp, 
Quellhorst,  Rorick,  Walker,  Waller,  Westgerdes,  Mr.  President — 13. 

So  the  motion  to  recommit  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  with  its 
subject  matter  was  returned  to  the  committee  with  the  said  instructions. 

Mr.  Crawford  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Auditor  of  State,  and  report  to 
this  body  his  message  on  the  condition  of  the  work  to  come  before  the  Board, 
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has  fulfilled  its  duty,  and  begs  leave  to  rcporrt  that  the  Auditor  of  State  informs 
us  that  there  will  be  seventy  reports  from  county  auditors  which  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer  by  Tuesday,  December  11,  and  that  there  will  be  from 
fifty  to  sixty  reports  ready  for  the  inspection  of  the  Board  by  that  time. 

W.  B.  Crawford, 
Frank  Westgerdes, 
Frank   A.   Chenoweth, 
C.  E.  Ketterer, 
James  Skelton. 

Mr.  Rorick,  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  tomorrow,  and  the 
President  announced  that  he  had  granted  leave  of  absence  to  Mr.  Chap- 
man, Oskanip  and  Hicks  until  Wednesday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  committee  on  Credentials  was  granted 
until  next  Wednesday  to  bring  in  their  report,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  4  p.  m. 
on  Tuesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY.  DECEMBER   11,   1900. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  Wednesday  last  was  read  and  approved  after  being 
corrected,  as  to  certain  leaves  of  absence. 

Mr.  Rorick  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  presence  in  the 
chamber  of  Mr.  Henry  C.  A.  Ehlert  member-elect  from  the  33rd  dis- 
trict, whereupon  Mr.  Ehlert  was  escorted  to  the  Clerk's  desk  by  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms,  and  there  took  an  oath,  administered  by  the  President  of 
the  Board,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  also  an  oath  of  office,  and  proceeded  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

The  President  announced  that  with  the  permission,  of  the  Board, 
he  would  defer  announcing  the  standing  committees  of  the  Board,  until 
tomorrow.  Mr.  Walker  moved  that  the  President  of  the  Board  be 
directed  to  serve  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  on  Cities  of 
the  First  and  Second  Class. — On  which  motion,  Mr.  Hart,  President  pro 
tern,  rising  in  his  seat,  put  the  question,  which  was  carried  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  members  present. 

There  being  no  reports  from  select  or  standing  committees  on  the 
call  of  the  chair,  the  Board  passed  to  unfinished  business. 

The  Auditor  of  State's  report  of  the  statistics  from  24  counties,  was 
received  and  placed  on  the  desks  of  members,  as  preliminary  to  the  full 
report  to  be  submitted  later  on  in  the  session. 

The  President  informed  the  Board  that  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Taylor,  member-elect  from  the  First  District,  who  has  not  appeared  to 
take  his  seat  with  the  Board,  indicates  that  he  will  be  in  his  seat  on 
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Thursday  next,  if  he  finds  that  he  can  serve  in  the  office  to  which  he  was 
elected. 

The  President  announced  that  he  had  granted  indefinite  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  Auditor  Guilbert,  on  account  of  sickness ;  to  Mr.  Diem  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  in  his  family,  and  to  Mr.  Chapman  for  inability  to 
attend  this  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leeding,  the  Board  adjourned  until  tomorrow  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  12,  1900. 

TEN  O'CLOCK,  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pusuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the  chair. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Chapman  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Credentials,  to  whom  was  referred  the  examination  of 
the  several  members-elect  to  seats  in  this  Board,  respectfully  submits  that  the 
committee  has  examined  the  credentials  of  the  following  representatives  of  the 
respective  Senatorial  Districts,  and  find  that  the  persons  named  therein  are  entitled 
to  seats  in  this  State  Board  of  Equalization  from  their  respective  districts,  viz: 
From  the  1st  District  —  Messrs.  Henry  Oskamp,  Frederick  J.  Diem. 

2nd-4th  District  —  Messrs.   Frank  Hicks  and  Robert   P.   Fisher. 

3rd  District  —  Mr.  William  W  Chapman. 

5th-6th  District  —  Messrs.  Joshua  Barnett  and  Wm.  H.  Walker. 

7th  District  —  Mr.  James  Skelton. 

8th  District  —  Mr.   John   C.    Snyder. 

9th-14th  District  — -  Mr.   Robert   Milton   Patterson. 

10th  District  —  Mr.  Frank  A.  Chenoweth. 

11th  District  —  Mr.  James  A.  Pringle. 

12th  District  — Mr.  C  F.  Quellhorst. 

13th  District  —  Mr.   Dennis  Denny. 

15th-16th  District  —  Mr.  Robert  Leeding. 

17th-28th  District  —  Mr.  Michael  Booth. 

18th-19th  District  —  Messrs.  George  Crater  and  Chas.  E.  Ketterer. 

20th-22nd  District  —  Mr.  Charles  McKinney. 

21  st  District  —  Mr.   William   B.   Crawford. 

23rd  District  —  Mr.  North  Newton. 

24tii-26tH  District  — Mr.  Turhand  G.  Hart. 

25th  District  —  Messrs.  Theodore  M.   Bates  and  George  Stuart. 

27th-29th  District  — Mr.   Amos  D.   Sheldon. 

30th  District — Mr.  Joseph  Horn. 

31st  District  —  Mr.  Stephen  Waller. 

32nd  District  —  Mr.  Frank  Westgerdes. 

33rd  District  —  Messrs.  John  C  Rorick  and  Henry  C.  A.  Ehlert 

Wm.  W.  Chapman, 
Geo.  Crater. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rorick,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  1 1  o'clock. 

3    p.  s.  b.  K. 
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ELEVEN    O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  the  President  in  the  chair. 
Acting  under  Board  Rule  No.  4,  the  President  announced  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  following  standing  committees 

1.  Committee  oti  Claims: — Messrs.  Hart,  Rorick,  Walker,  Newton 
and  Westgerdes. 

2.  Committee  on  Rules: — Messrs.  Snyder,  Barnett,  Guilbert,  Ket- 
terer  and  Quellhorst. 

3.  Committee  on  Cities  of  the  First  and  Second  Grade  of  the  First 
Class: — Messrs.  Diem,  Oskamp,  Stuart,  Crater  and  Bates. 

4.  Committee  on  Other  Citiess — Messrs.  Chapman,  Ehlert,  Chen- 
oweth,  Skelton  and  Horn. 

5.  Committee  on  Villages : — Messrs.  Rorick,  Hart,  Walker,  Pringlc 
and  Hicks. 

6.  Committee  on  Farm  Lands  and  Improvements* — Messrs.  Craw- 
ford, Sheldon,  Leeding,  Patterson  and  Fisher. 

7.  Committee  on  Non-Taxable  Property : — Messrs  Booth,  Denny,  Mc- 
Kinnon,  Taylor  and  Waller. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  persuant  to  recess,   with  the  President  pro  tem., 
Mr.  Hart,  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rorick.  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  3  p.  m. 


THREE    O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rorick, 
took  a  recess  until  3.30  p.  m. 


THREE  THIRTY  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ehlert,  the  Board  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
tomorrow. 

Attest:  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY.  DECEMBER  13,  1900. 

TEN  O'CLOCK,   A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Hart,  President  pro 
tem  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  that  an  indefinite  leave  of  absence  had  been 
granted  to  President  Bates,  on  account  of  sickness,  and  to  Messrs  Crater 
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and  McKinney.  Also,  that  leave  of  absence  till  next  Tuesday  had  been 
granted  to  Mr.  Rorick. 

Under  the  head  of  reports  of  select  committees,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Patterson,  the  select  committee  to  secure  the  services  of  a  chaplain  was 
given  further  time  in  which  to  perform  its  duties  and  report  its  investiga- 
tion or  action  to  this  body. 

The  chair  stated  that  on  account  of  the  absence  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral from  the  city,  certain  desired  decisions  from  him  in  connection 
with  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  Board,  could  not  be  expected  to  be 
handed  in  before  Tuesday  of  next  week,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  in- 
dividual members  of  the  Board  would  have  an  opportunity  to  pursue  their 
private  investigations  of  the  conditions  in  their  respective  districts  pre- 
paratory to  the  work  to  come  before  the  Board  in  the  near  future. 

Mr.  Horn  moved  that  in  consideration  of  the  condition  reported  by 
the  chair,  the  Board  adjourn  to  meet  Tuesday  afternoon,  Dec.  18th,  at 
4  o'clock  p.  m. 

Mr.  Oskamp  asked  that  before  the  Board  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  to  adjourn,  he  be  permitted  to  present  a  resolution  of  a  perti- 
nent nature,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Oskamp  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  business  of  this  Board,  of  its  members  and  commit- 
tees, requires  the  presence  in  this  chamber  of  the  Clerks,  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Porter  and  Pages  of  the  Board  at  all  times,  and  every  day  of  each  week,  whether 
the  Board  meets  in  public  session  or  has  recessed  or  adjourned  from  day  to  day. 
And  the  proper  officers  are  hereby  instructed  to  see  that  the  chamber  is  opened, 
-cleaned,  and  otherwise  cared  for,  and  that  there  are  in  attendance  at  all  times 
a  sufficient  number  of  employees  of  the  Board  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
several  members  and  committees,  or  of  the  Board  itself,  whether  in  open  session, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  or  during  a  recess  or  an  adjournment  of  the  Board 
to  meet  at  a  time  certain. 

The  resolution  having  been  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Horn,  the 
Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  Tuesday,  Dec.  18th,  1900. 
Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk, 


TL'ESDAV,  DKCRMBER   18,   1900. 

FOUR   O'CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  of  Thursday  last,  with 
President  pro  tern.  Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  Thursday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Walker  from  the  committee  on  Claims,  submittted  the  following 
report. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  of  Boyson  &  Son 
for  $14. 00.  T.  \V.  Stern  for  $13.25.  and  James  B.  Lewis,  labor  in  Senate  Chamber, 
24  day*  at  $2.00  per  day.   $48.00.    report   it  back  and  recommend  their  payment. 

T.  G.  Hart, 
W.  H.  Walker, 
John  C.  Rorick. 


3t)  PROCEEDINGS  OF   THE 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to,  and  the  President  pro 
tern  was  ordered  to  issue  his  voucher  on  the  auditor  of  State  for  the  said 
amounts,  payable  to  said  claimants,  from  the  Contingent  Expense  Fund 
of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Crawford  offered  the  following  resolution : 

t>.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor and  ascertain  if  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  an  official  visit 
from  this  Board  in  his  office  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolution : 

7.  Whereas,  It  has  always  been  the  custom  during  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  display  the  flags  from  the  top  of  the  Capitol  at  all  times  when  the  two 
bodies  composing  the  same  are  in  session;    therefore, 

Resolved  by  this  Board  of  Equalisation,  That  Col.  Fred.  Blankner  be  rc- 
cuested.  at  all  times  when  the  Board  is  in  session,  to  run  up  and  display  the 
Senate  tlag  from  the  flagpole  at  this  end  of  the  building. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  chair  appointed  as  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  in 
accordance  with  resolution  Xo  6,  Messrs  Crawford,  Rorick  and  Fisher. 

Mr.  Ciiiilbcrt,  Auditor  of  State,  arose  and  sent  to  the  clerk's  desk  an 
official  opinion  from  the  Attorney  General,  as  to  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  Board,  with  the  request  that  it  be  read  for  the  information  of  mem- 
bers. 

After  the  reading  of  the  opinion,  it  was  ordered  to  he  spread  upon 
the  journal,  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  primed  in  pamphlet  form  for 
use  and  distribution. 

Following  is  the  opinion: 

Columbus.  Ohio.  December  12 ,  1900. 

lion.   II'.  P.  Guilbert.   Auditor  of  State.   Columbus.   Ohio. 

Dear  Sir:  -■  In  your  communication  of  December  11  you  request  of  this  office 
an  n]iinii>ii  a*  to  certain  mattcr>  touching  the  purpose  and  duties  of  the  Decennial 
State   Hoard  nf   Initialization. 

The  law  in  relation  to  thi*  Hoard,  as  it  stood  prior  to  the  amendment  c.f 
April  li».  10»m».  ua*  contained  in  Section*  2S17.  -JXIj*.  and  J810  of  the  Revised 
Statute-. 

Section  "J*  17  require*  each  county  auditor  to  transmit  to  the  Auditor  of  State 
an  abstract  of  the  real  property  of  hi>  coiiniy  a*  returned  by  the  several  assessors 
and  equalized  by  the  l«»cal  hoard*. 

Section  -J.Mv  after  providing  f«»r  the  election  of  members  of  the  Decennial 
State  Hoard,  and  that  the  State  Auditor,  by  virtue  of  hi*  office  should  be  a  member 
of  *aid    Hoard,    conclude*   a*    follow*: 

"The  *aid  Hoard  *ha!l  meet  at  Columbti*  on  the  tir*t  Tuesday  oi  December, 
Wo.  anil  every  ten'.li  year  thereafter,  and  the  member*  thereof  *hall  each  take 
an  oath  that  he  \\i!l.  !•»  the  K*:  of  hi*  knowledge  and  ability.  *o  far  a*  the  duty 
devoI\e*  on  him.  equalize  the  valuation  nf  real  property  among  the  *evcral  counties 
and  town*  in  the  *tate.  according  to  the  rule*  prc*cnl>cd  by  this  table  for  valuing 
and  equalizing  the  value  of  real  property  tran*mitted  to  him  by  the  *everal  county 
auditor*.  Said  Hoard  *hall  proceed  to  equalize  the  *ame  among  the  several  towns 
and  countie*  in  the  *tate.    in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed: 

"Fir*t.  They  shall  add  to  the  aggregate  value  of  the  real  property  of  every 
county  which  they  *hall  lielieve  to  be  valued  !>elow  its  real  value  in  money,  such 
percent  11  m  in  each  ca*e  a*  will  rai*e  the  same  to  it*  true  value  in  money. 
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"Second.  They  shall  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real  property 
of  every  county  which  they  shall  believe  to  be  valued  above  its  true  value  in  money, 
such  per  centum  in  each  case  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

"Third.  If  they  shall  believe  that  right  and  justice  require  the  valuation  of  any 
town  or  towns  in  any  county,  or  of  the  real  property  of  such  county,  not  in  towns, 
to  be  raised  or  to  be  reduced  without  raising  or  reducing  the  other  real  property 
of  such  county,  or  reducing  it  in  the  same  ratio,  they  may,  in  every  such  case, 
add  to  or  take  from  the  valuation  of  any  one  or  more  or  (of)  such  towns,  or 
cf  the  property  not  in  towns,  such  per  centum  as  they  shall  believe  will  raise  or 
reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

"Fourth.  If ,  in  their  judgment,  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  real  property  of 
the  state,  as  returned  by  the  county  auditors,  is  above  or  below  its  true  value  in 
money,  they  may  increase  or  reduce  it,  but  such  increase  or  reduction  shall  not 
exceed  twelve  and  one-half  oer  centum  of  said  aggregate;  provided,  that  if  any 
increase  or  reduction  shall  be  made  in  the  valuation  of  the  grand  aggregate,  it 
shall  only  be  made  after  the  equalization  of  all  the  counties  of  the  state;  and  when 
such  increase  or  reduction  is  made,  it  shall  be  the  same  per  cent,  of  the  equalized 
valuation  in  every  county  of  the  state. 

"Fifth.     Said   Board  shall  keep  a  true  and   full  account  of  their  proceedings 
and  orders." 

Section  2819  requires  the  Auditor  of  State  to  transmit  to  the  various  county 
auditors  a  statement  of  the  changes  made  by  the  Board  in  the  valuation  of  the 
respective  counties. 

By  the  act  of  April  16,  1900,  Section  2818  was  amended,  and  the  original 
section  was  repealed.  In  the  amended  section  a  time  is  fixed  in  which  the  Board 
must  complete  its  work,  and  the  five  numbered  paragraphs  above  quoted  are  entirely 
omitted.  No  further  change,  material  to  this  inquiry,  was  made  in  this  section. 
These  omitted  paragraphs,  it  will  be  observed,  contain  specific  directions  or  rules 
by  which  the  Board  should  be  governed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed 
upon  it. 

In  this  state  of  the  law,  the  rules  governing  former  boards  of  equalization 
having  been  repealed,  the  question  is  presented  whether  the  Board  is  subject  to 
any  rules  and  regulations,  or  whether  it  may  not  adopt  such  rules  concerning  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  work  to  be  done,  as  well  as  the  proper  method  of  doing 
*t,   as  may  seem  to  it  most  expedient. 

Certainly  as  the  law  now  stands,  the  statute  utterly  fails  to  prescribe  any 
specific  rules  to  govern  the  Board  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and  yet  the  Board 
is  not  entirely  without  legislative  direction.  It  will  simply  be  necessary  to  scrutinize 
the  statutes  a  little  more  closely  to  ascertain  the  intent  of  the  law  makers.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  such  an  examination  will  disclose  that  each  of  the  five  rules  (except 
the  fourth)  that  were  formerly  included  in  Section  2818  are  still  in  existence; 
not.  it  is  true,  as  specific  injunctions  by  the  legislature,  but  as  the  necessary 
consequence  or  result  flowing  from  the  other  provisions  of  the  statute.  And, 
vvhile  the  Board,  doubtless,  may  make  such  reasonable  and  needful  rules  as  may 
be  required  to  enable  it  to  perform  its  work  with  accuracy  and  dispatch,  yet,  in 
so  far  as  the  purposes  to  be  accomplished,  or  the  results  to  be  obtained  are  con- 
cerned, it  must  keep  strictly  within  the  limits  imposed  and  powers  granted  by 
the  statutes. 

What  arc  the  duties  imposed  by  the  statutes  upon  this  Board?  To  equalize 
the  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  state  among  the  counties  and  towns  in 
the  state.  This  is  the  duty  which  the  statutes  prescribe  each  member  shall  take 
an  oath  to  perform.  Note  the  language  of  Section  2818 :  "And  the  members 
thereof  shall  each  take  an  oath  that  he  will,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
ability,  so  far  as  the  duty  devolves  on  him.  equalise  the  valuation  of  real  property 
among  the  several  counties  and  toums  in  the  state,  according  to  the  rules  prescribed 
by  this  table  for  valuing  and  equalizing  the  value  of  real  property  transmitted  to 
him  by  the  several  county  auditors."     Also  the  following  language:    "Said  Board 
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shall  yrocttd  to  equalize  the  same  among  ike  swerat  towns  and  counties  in  the 
state,   in  ihc  manner  hereinafter  prescribed/1 

Since  the  rules  formerly  prescribed  by  the  statutes  have  now  been  repealed* 
ii  will  conduce  to  a  better  understanding  of  this  statute  if  the  expressions  ^accord- 
ing to  the  rules  prescribed  by  this  tabic  for  valuing  and  equalizing  the  value  of 
real  property"  and  "in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed"  be  regarded  as  mere 
tttrpltlftagt,  ami,  as  such,  eliminated  from  the  statute,  since  there  arc  now  no 
"rules  hereinafter  prescribed"  to  which  these  expressions  can  apply.  Has  then 
the  Board  any  power  to  act?  1  cannot  understand  how  the  repeal  of  rules  which 
governed  former  boards  could  have  the  effect  of  leaving  the  present  Board  without 
powers  to  perfora  the  dtltiea  t ■  *r  which  it  was  elected.  Suppose  these  rules  had 
never  had  an  existence  Would  then  the  statutes  providing  for  the  election  and 
qualification  of  a  hoard  to  equalize  the  value  of  the  real  property  of  the  state 
lie  inoperative  merely  because  the  legislature  had  failed  to  prescribe  rules  by  which 
the  Board  should  be  governed?  Certainly  in  such  a  case  the  Board  would  have 
the  implied  power  to  make  such  rules  as  were  needful  to  accomplish  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  created.  This,  I  conceive  to  be  the  situation  of  the  present 
Board  The  specific  directions  that  were  formerly  contained  in  Section  3818  have 
been  repealed,  and  it  i>  the  same  as  though  they  never  had  any  existence  In 
^>  far  ,-h  these  repealed  portions  of  Section  2818  consist  of  legislative  direction  io 
the  Hoard  as  to  the  manner  of  doing  its  work,  their  omission  from  the  present 
tow  can  have  no  further  effect  than  to  leave  the  board  at  liberty  to  adopt  such 
rules  as  it  may  deem  best  adapted  to  accomplish  the  purposes  ot  ii  -  creation. 
In  iq  Ear j  however,  as  these  repealed  provisions  conferred  additional  power  upon 
the  Itonrd  such  repeal  would  necessarily  limit  the  power  of  the  Board  in  those 
particulars. 

Thus  the  fourth  paragraph  oi  the  omitted  provision*  conferred  upon  I  he  Board 
the  power  to  increase  or  reduce  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  real  property  of  the 
slate  ;is  returned  by  the  county  auditors  witUiii  ihe  limits  of  twelve  and  one-half 
pit  ctOttUU  of  said  aggregate.    The  repeal  of  tl  lion,  in  my  judgment,  takes 

from  the  Board  this  power.  In  considering  the  powers  of  the  present  Board  it 
is  to  be  remembered  that   Sections  B811   and  8819  have  not  been  either  amended 

09  repealed, 

The  first  of  these  sections  (2817)  prescribes  the  data  lo  be  furnished  by  the 
several  county  auditors  to  the  State  Auditor  for  the  use  of  the  State  Board.  This 
data  consists  of  "an  abstract  of  the  real  property  of  each  township  in  his  county , 
in  which  he  shall  tol   forth": 

Fir-vt     "The  number  of  acres,  exclusive  of  town  lots,  returned  by  the  several 

wors  of  his  county,    with  such  additions  as  shall   have  been  made  thereto/* 

"The  aggregate  value  of  such  real  property*  other  than  lowtt  lots,  as 

relumed  by  the  sever  ors   of   hi*  county*    inclusive  of  such   additions  as 

I  have  l»een  made  thereto  under  the  provisions  ol  this  title/* 

Third,     "The  aggregate  value  of  the  real  property  in  each  township  of  his 

county,    a*   returned  by   the  several  assessors,   with  such  additions  as  shall  have 

s    made   I  here! - 

It  is  from  this  data  that  the  Board  must  do  iis  w«>rk  The  total  of  the 
aggregate  m  of  the  various  counties,    as   returned  by  the  county  auditors 

XKHtfttltel  the  grand  aggregate  of  the  state.  This  is  the  valuation  that  is  to  be 
equalized   among   ihe   several   towns  and  counties  of  the  state. 

Sect  forth  the  results  that  are  to  be  attained  by  the  Boar. I 

transmitted  by  the  State  Auditor  t<»  the  several  county  auditors.  Note  the  language 
of  th> 

"When  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  shall  have  completed  their  equalization 
of  real  property  among  the  several  i  the  Auditor  of  State  shall  transmit 

10  each  county  auditor  a  statement  of  the  per  centum  to  be  added  or  dedn 
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from  the  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  his  county,  specifying  the  per  centum 
added  to  or  deducted  from  the  valuation  of  real  property  of  each  of  the  several 
towns,  and  of  the  real  property  not  in  towns,  in  case  an  equal  per  centum  shall 
not  have  been  added  or  deducted  from  each." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  State  Board  deals  with  a  county  and  town  as  a  unit 
It  is  the  aggregate  valuation  of  these  units  as  furnished  the  Board  by  the  county 
auditors  that  is  to  be  equalized.  And  it  is  the  per  centum  that  is  to  be  added  to 
or  deducted  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  each  unit  that  is  determined  by  the 
Board  and  transmitted  to  the  county  auditors  by  the  State  Auditor. 

This  effectually  disposes  of  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Board  can  correct 
the  valuation  of  individual  pieces  of  property.  Such  valuation  is  not  before  the 
Board  for  consideration ;  neither  is  there  any  provision  by  which  the  judgment 
of  the  Board  respecting  individual  pieces  of  property  could  be  transmitted  to  the 
county  auditor,  and,  by  him,  placed  upon  the  duplicate.  It  is  the  aggregate 
valuations  that  the  Board  has  before  it,  and  it  is  the  per  centum  on  the  aggregate 
valuation  that  it  is  required  to  transmit,  through  the  Auditor  of  State,  to  the 
county  auditors,  to  be,  by  him,  added  to  or  deducted  from  the  valuation  of  each 
separate  piece  of  property  in  his  county. 

If  I  have  succeeded  in  making  myself  understood  thus  far,  it  must  now  be 
apparent- that  at  least  the  substance  of  the  first  three  rules,  as  formerly  contained 
in  Section  2818  must  still  be  adhered  to  by  the  Board. 

The  first  of  these  rules  requires  the  Board  to  add  to  the  aggregate  value 
of  the  real  property  of  any  county  which  it  believes  to  be  undervalued  such  a 
per  centum  as  will  raise  it  to  its  true  valuation. 

The  second  requires  the  Board  to  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the 
real  property  of  any  county  which  it  shall  believe  to  be  valued  above  its  true  value 
such  per  centum  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  valuation. 

The  third  authorizes  the  Board,  in  case  it  shall  believe  that  the  valuation  of 
any  town  or  towns  in  any  county,  or  of  the  real  property  of  such  county  not  in 
towns  ought  to  be  raised  or  to  be  reduced  without  raising  or  reducing  the  other 
real  property  of  such  county,  to  make  such  additions  or  reductions  in  the  valuation 
of  any  town  or  towns,   or  of  the  real  property  of  any  county  outside  of  towns. 

How  could  the  results  required  by  Section  2819  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
county  auditors,  viz.,  the  per  centum  to  be  added  to  or  deducted  from  the 
aggregate  value  of  all  the  real  property  of  the  county,  how  could  such  a  result 
be  reached  except  by  following  these  simple  and  obvious  rules?  Hence,  while 
these  rules  do  not  exist  by  special  statutory  commands,  they  do  exist  as  the  logical 
and  necessary  processes  to  be  observed  by  the  Board  to  obtain  the  results  required 
by  the  other  provisions  of  the  statute,  since  in  no  other  way  can  the  aggregate 
valuation  of  the  state  be  equalized  among  the  towns  and  counties. 

The  importance  and  necessity  of  keeping  a  full  and  complete  record  of  all 
the  proceedings  and  orders  of  the  Hoard,  as  required  by  the  fifth  rule,  is  too 
obvious  to  require  comment. 

The  fourth  rule,  as  found  in  the  old  section  (2818)  empowered  the  Board 
to  make  a  horizontal  increase  or  reduction  not  exceeding  twelve  and  one-half  per 
centum  of  the  grand  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  state.  Since 
the  repeal  of  this  clause  there  would  seem  to  be  no  power  in  the  Board  either  to 
increase  or  decrease  the  grand  aggregate.  It  is  the  valuation  that  is  to  be  equalized ; 
not  the  value.  A  valuation  is  placed  upon  each  separate  piece  of  property  by  the 
assessors.  These  valuations  are  equalized  by  the  county  and  city  boards  of  equali- 
zation. The  aggregate  of  the  valuation  of  each  county  is  placed  before  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  separate  county  valuations  con- 
stitute the  grand  aggregate  or  valuation  to  be  equalized  by  the  State  Board  among 
the  counties  and  towns  of  the  state.     To  equalize  does  not  mean  to  increase  or 
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diminish,  to  add  to  or  to  take  from.  It  only  means  to  distribute  equitably  and 
justly.  Hence,  to  equalize  the  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  state  means 
simply  to  make  a  proper  distribution  of  the  valuations  before  the  Board,  and 
not  to  make  any  changes  in  such  total  valuation. 

Perhaps  a  summary  of  the  points  I  have  sought  to  make  in  the  foregoing 
may  not  be  out  of  place. 

First.  The  State  Board  of  Equalization  deals  with  the  aggregate  valua- 
tions of  counties  and  towns  as  a  unit,  and  not  with  the  valuation  of  individual 
pieces  of  property. 

Second.  The  data  from  which  the  Board  must  make  its  computation  is  the 
valuations  furnished  by  the  c6unty  auditors,  by  virtue  of  Section  2817. 

Third.  The  result  to  be  attained  by  the  Board  is  to  equalize  the  grand  aggre- 
gate valuation  among  the  various  counties  and  towns  by  adding  to  or  deducting 
from  the  valuation  of  any  county  or  town  such  a  per  centum  as  may  be  necessary 
for  that   purpose. 

Fourth.  That  such  equalization  must  be  made  without  disturbing  the  grand 
aggregate  of  the  valuation  returned  by  the  various  county  auditors. 

Fifth.  The  Board  has  power  to  make  and  observe  all  rules  necessary  and 
needful  to  accomplish  the  above  objects. 

These  propositions  have  seemed  to  me  so  evident,  from  a  consideration  of  the 
statutes,    that   I  have  refrained   from  citing  any  authorities  in  support  of  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  E.  Todd, 
Assistant  Attorney-General 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  above  opinion  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved. 

J.  M.  Sheets, 
A  ttorney-General. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  reading  of  the  opinion,  it  was  ordered : 

That  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  have  printed,  in  pamphlet  form,  500 
copies  of  the  said  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  for  the  use  of  mem- 
bers and  for  ditsribution. 

The  committee  of  three  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Governor  and 
ascertain  if  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  the  Board  in  his 
office  at  eleven  o'clock  tomorrow  morning,  returned  to  the  chamber,  and 
reported  through  Chairman  Crawford,  that  the  Governor  desired  the  com- 
mittee to  present  his  compliments  to  the  Board,  and  to  say  to  members 
and  officers  for  him,  that  it  would  give  him  sincere  pleasure  to  receive 
a  visit  from  the  Board  at  the  hour  named. 

It  was  accordingly  ordered,  that  at  eleven  o'clock  tomorrow  morn- 
ing, the  Board,  with  its  officers,  would  pay  a  formal  visit  to  the  Gover- 
nor in  his  offices. 

The  Chair,  at  this  point,  stated  that  for  the  information  of  members 
he  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  tio  the  fact  that  under  the 
rules  governing  the  Board,  there  would  be  no  calling  of  the  roll  on  a 
proposition  unless  it  was  demanded  by  two  members  of  the  body.  The 
rules  provide  that  when  any  two  members  desire  a  calling  of  the  yeas 
and  nays,  on  any  proposition,  the  roll  shall  be  called,  and  entered  on  the 
journal.  So  that,  unless  a  calling  of  the  roll  is  requested,  it  will  be  the 
understanding  of  the  chair,  that  no  roll  call  is  desired. 


STATE    BOARD  OF    EQUALIZATION.  41 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rorick,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  19,  1900. 

TEN   O'CLOCK,  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Hart  in  the  chair. 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials  of  the 
various  members  of  the  Board  of  Equalization  supplement  their  original  report 
by  reporting  that  North  Newton  of  the  23d  District  and  Jeremiah  G.  Taylor  of 
the  1st  District  have  presented  credentials  duly  certified  which  are  hereby  approved, 
thereby  completing  the  work  of  this  committee. 

Wm.  W.  Chapman, 
F.  J.  Diem. 

Mr.  Diem  called  the  attention  of  the  chair  to  the  presence  in  the 
chamber  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Gordon  Taylor,  member-elect  from  the  First 
District,  who  was  called  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  there  took  an  oath, 
administered  by  the  presiding  officer,  Mr.  Hart,  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
also  an  oath  of  office,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  original  order  of  the  Board,  for  the 
printing  of  500  copies  of  the  pamphlets  containing  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  as  agreed  to  yesterday,  be  supplemented  by  a  further  order 
for  the  printing  of  500  additional  copies,  making  one  thousand  copies  in 
all,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  the  Board  recess  until  11  o'clock,  which 
was  agreed  to. 


ELEVEN    O  CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  Mr.  Hart  in  the  chair. 

Under  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Board 
then  formed  in  line,  and,  preceded  by  the  President  pro  tern,  and  the 
Auditor  of  State,  repaired  to  the  offices  of  the  Governor,  where  an  in- 
formal reception  was  tendered  them  by  His  Excellency  George  K.  Xash, 
Governor  of  Ohio. 

Returning  to  the  chamber,  Mr.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

H.  Resolved,  That  the  use  of  the  Senate  Chamber  be  tendered  to  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  the  holding  of  the  Annual  Agricultural  meetings,  January 
l.">.    1(1.    17,    1901,    for  the  day  and  evening  sessions. 

Mr.  Oskamp  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding  after  the  word 
"sessions,"  the  words,  "and  this  Board  will  adjourn  on  those  days,  for 
the  purpose  of  permitting  the  said  use  of  chamber." 
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The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Oskamp  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
p.  M. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General  that  in  the  absence  of  legislative  provision,  the  Board  has 
a  right  to  provide  the  necessary  rules  for  proceedure  in  equalization  of 
valuations  submitted  to  it,  the  committee  on  Rules  be  directed  to  bring 
in  such  further  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Board,  as  in  its  opinion 
are  necessary  or  expedient,  and  report  to  this  body  on  the  5th  day  of  Janu- 
ary next.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Booth  desiring  to  speak  to  the  said  question,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fisher,  the  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  the 
original  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  by  striking  out  the  words  and  figures  "5th 
day  of  January"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  and  figures  "21st 
day  of  December."     The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  followin  resolution : 

9.  Resolved.  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Board  be  instructed  to  direct  a  letter 
to  the  auditors  of  such  counties  and  cities  as  have  not  reported  the  results  of  the 
Boards  of  Equalization  from  their  counties  and  cities  and  said  auditors  to  have  said 
reports  here  not  later  than  the  second  day  of  January,   1901. 

Mr.  Sheldon  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words 
"January  2"  and  inserting  "December  26,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amended,  a  di- 
vision was  had,  twelve  members  rising  and  voting  in  the  affirmative  and 
nine  members  rising  and  voting  in  the  negative.  So  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  that  when  the  Board  adjourn  today,  it  be  to  meet 
at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  tomorrow.     The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Guilbert  offered  the  following  resolution: 

10.  Resolved,  That  this  Board  now  adjourn  to  meet  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  on 
Wednesday.  January  lM.  19<»1.  and  that  during  the  period  of  said  adjournment, 
the  individual  members  of  the  board  are  instructed  to  investigate  any  inequalities 
in  the  valuations  of  their  respective  districts,  or  of  the  several  dstricts  of  the  State, 
to  the  effect  that  each  member  of  the  Board  may  be  more  fully  prepared  to  do 
substantial  justice  t<>  the  several  counties  of  the  State  in  the  work  of  equalization. 

Mr.  Oskamp  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  "Wed- 
nesday. January  2nd"  and  insert  "Monday,  January  7th"  which  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  without  amendment,  and  the  Chair  de- 
clared the  Board,  to  be  adjourned  until  Wednesday  afternoon  at  4  o'clock.. 
January  2nd,  iijoi. 


STATE   BOARD  OF    EQUALIZATION.  43 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  2,  1901. 

FOUR   O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  December  19th  was  read  and  approved. 

There  being  no  reports  from  committees,  under  the  head  of  Mis- 
cellaneous Business,  the  chair  presented  a  petition  from  the  tax-payers 
of  Lee  township,  Carroll  county,  asking  for  a  reduction  in  the  valuation 
of  lands  in  that  township,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Farm  Lands. 

Mr.  Crater  presented  a  petition  from  the  taxpayers  of  Franklin 
township,  Coshocton  county,  asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of 
lands  in  that  township,  accompanied  by  a  communication  from  the  county 
Board  of  Equalization,  recommending  the  reduction,  and  stating  that  the 
said  board  had  erred  in  its  valuation  of  the  said  lands. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Farm  Lands. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  prepare  for  the  use 
of  the  Board,  a  map  of  the  State  of  Ohio  which  would  show,  by  town- 
ships, the  valuations  of  the  farm  lands  in  each  township  as  returned  to 
this  Board,  and  also  the  valuations  as  fixed  by  the  State  Board  of  Equali- 
zation in  1890. 

Mr.  Ehlert  moved  that  the  said  motion  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five,  with  instructions  to  take  the  matter  under  advisement,  and 
report  to  the  Board  at  its  session  tomorrow  morning,  whether  such  a  map 
should  be  provided. 

The  reference  was  agreed  to,  and  the  chair  appointed  as  such  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Newton,  Rorick,  Ehlert,  Sheldon  and  Waller. 

To  an  inquiry  from  Mr.  Hart  as  to  the  progress  made  by  the  com- 
mittee on  Rules,  in  bringing  in  further  rules  to  govern  the  Board,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  information  was  given 
by  Mr.  Ketterer,  that  the  committee  would  meet  tomorrow  to  consider 
the  propositions  already  before  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning. 


THURSDAY.  JANUARY  3,  1901. 

TEN    O'CLOCK,   A.    M. 

The   Board   met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   President   Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved.  . 
Mr.  Newton  submitted  the  following  report : 
The  Select  Committee  of  Five  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  of  Mr.  New- 
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ton,  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  prepare  a  certain  township  map  for  the  use  of  the 
Board,  the  said  map  to  give  the  valuations  of  farm  lands  in  the  several  townships 
of  the  State,  as  fixed  in  1890,  and  also  as  returned  to  this  Board  in  1900,  having 
had  the  same  under  consideration,    report  it  back,    and  recommend  its  adoption. 

N.  Newton, 
A.  D.  Sheldon, 
Henry  C.  A.  Ehlert, 
John  C.  Rorick, 
Stephen  Waller. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted  as  the  judgment  of  the 
Board,  and  the  clerks  were  directed  to  prepare  the  map  as  indicated 
in  the  motion  by  Mr.  Newton. 

A  report  of  the  committee  on  rules  being  asked  for,  the  committee 
through  Mr.  Snyder,  reported  that  the  committee  could  not  complete 
its  report  of  working  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Board  before 
Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Skelton  offered  the  following  resolution : 

11.  Resolved,  That  Friday,  January  11th,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  be  set  for  hear- 
ing the  people  of  Jackson  county  on  the  state  of  the  reappraisement  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  the  working  rules  of  the 
Board  shall  be  reported  from  committee  and  adopted. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  by  the  chair,  and 
resulted,  Yeas  n,  Nays  15,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth,  Crater,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer,  Leeding, 
Oskamp,  Quellhorst,  Sheldon  and  Westgerdes —  11. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Chapman,  Denny,  Ehlert,  Hart,  McKinney,  Newton,  Patter- 
son, Pringle,  Rorick,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller  and  Mr. 
President — 15. 

So  the  motion  to  amend  was  lost. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Farm  Lands,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Patterson  offered  the  following  resolution : 

12.  Resolved,  That  Thursday  January  10th  at  3  P.  M.  be  set  apart  as  time  to 
hear  complaints  from  farm  lands  of  Fairfield  county,  subject  to  the  rules  to  be 
adopted  by  the  Board  hereafter. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock  p.m. 


THREE   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

Mr.  Quellhorst  presented  the  petition  of  W.  P.  Orr  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Piqua,  Ohio,  requesting  a  hearing  for  representatives  of  that 
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city — which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  "Cities  other  than  Cin- 
cinnati and  Cleveland." 

Mr.  Walker  presented  the  request  of  the  Mayor  of  the  village  of 
Sabina,  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  for  a  hearing  in  behalf  of  that  village,  which 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Villages. 

Mr.  Snyder  presented  a  communication  from  M.  S.  Webster,  of 
Pomeroy,  requesting  a  hearing  on  behalf  of  the  county  of  Meigs,  ami, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Board  would  hear 
the  representatives  of  Meigs  county,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.  on  Wednesday,  January  9th. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m.  tomorrow. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  JANUARY  4,  1901. 

TEN    O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Skelton  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

13.  Resolved,  That  the  clerk  of  the  Board  be  allowed  from  the  Contingent 
Expense  Fund  such  necessary  postage  as  is  used  in  the  official  correspondence  of 
the  Board. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  Mr.  Hart  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Snyder  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Rules,  presented  the  re- 
quest of  that  committee  for  leave  to  take  until  Tuesday  next  in  which  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  rules  governing  hearings  before  the  Board,  in  the 
matter  of  equalization  of  values  among  the  several  taxing  districts  of  the 
State, — which  was  granted,  and  the  committee  given  leave  to  submit  its 
report  on  Tuesday  morning  of  next  week. 

Mr.  Ketterer  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

14.  Whereas.  Owing  to  a  palpable  mistake  and  oversight  in  legislation 
adopted  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  powers  of  this  Board  are 
not  only  radically  narrowed  and  curtailed,  as  compared  with  former  State  Decennial 
Board  of  Equalization,  but  the  entire  scope  and  extent  of  its  powers  left  in  serious 
doubt  and  question,  and. 

Whereas,  Owing  to  like  legislation,  as  construed  by  the  Auditor  of  State, 
this  Board  is  not  able  to  avail  itself  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  its  use  by  the 
employment  of  such  assistants  as  are  necessary  to  enable  it  properly  to  perform 
its  duties,  and 
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Whereas,  Owing  to  said  doubt  and  confusion  in  the  statutes,  wide  and  ex- 
pensive litigation  will  inevitably  follow  the  attempt  by  this  Board  to  exercise  powers 
heretofore  expressly  conferred  upon  our  predecessors,  and 

Whereas,  The  cost  and  expense  of  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
which  need  only  include  the  mileage  of  the  members  and  one  day's  salary  of  its 
officers,  would  be  insignificant  compared  with  the  cost  to  the  people  of  such  liti- 
gation, and 

Whereas,  The  importance  to  the  people  of  this  State  that  the  powers  of  this 
Board  shall  be  put  beyond  doubt  or  question  overshadows  such  cost  and  expense, 
therefore. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  State  Decennial  Board  of  Equalisation,  That  it  is  the 
sense  of  this  body  that  the  said  legislative  mistakes  should  be  speedily  corrected, 
and  to  that  end  we  hereby  respectfully  request  the  Governor  to  call  the  General 
Assembly  together  in  extraordinary  session. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Resolution,  whereupon, 

Mr.  Ehlert  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five. 

Mr.  Chenoweth  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding  the  words 
"and  that  the  committee  be  directed  to  report  its  findings  to  this  Board 
at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  to-day." 

Mr.  Patterson  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so  as  to  read  "And 
that  the  committee  be  directed  to  report  its  findings  to  this  Board  at  3 
o'clock  i\  m.,  on  Tuesday  next." 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  with  instructions  to  report  thereon 
to  the  Board  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Messrs.  Ehlert,  McKinney,  Walker,  Ketterer  and  Skelton,  were  ap- 
pointed such  select  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  7,  1900. 

FOUR    O'CLOCK    P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, Mr.  Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  the  Board  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  report  from  the  committee  on  Rules, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  Board  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 
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TUESDAY,  JANUARY  8,  1901. 

TEN    O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Bates  in  the  chair. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  Board  took  a  recess  of  one  hour  to 
give  the  committee  on  Rules  time  in  which  to  prepare  its  report. 


ELEVEN    O  CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Snyder  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Rules  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  reporting  additional 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  Board  in  proceeding  to  the  equalization  of  valua- 
tions and  in  the  hearing  of  complainants  or  petitioners  before  the  Board,  having  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
additional  rules. 

ON   CHANGES  OF   VALUATIONS. 

Rule  27.  The  Board  will  add  to  the  aggregate  \alue  of  the  real  property  of 
■every  county  which  it  believes  to  be  valued  below  its  true  value  in  money,  such 
percentum  in  each  case  as  will  raise  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

Rule  28.  The  Board  will  deduct  from  the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real 
property  of  every  county  which  it  believes  to  be  valued  above  its  true  value  in  money, 
such  percentum  in  each  case  as  will  reduce  the  same  to  its  true  value  in  money. 

Rule  29.  If  the  Board  believes  that  right  and  justice  require  the  valuation  of 
any  cities  or  villages  in  any  county,  or  of  the  real  property  of  such  county  not  in 
cities  or  villages,  to  be  raised,  or  to  be  reduced  without  raising  or  reducing  the 
other  real  property  in  such  county,  or  without  raising  or  reducing  other  real 
property  in  the  same  ratio,  it  may.  in  every  such  case,  add  to  or  take  from 
the  valuation  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  cities  or  villages,  or  of  property  not 
in  cities  or  villages,  such  percentum  as  it  believes  will  raise  or  reduce  the  same  to 
its  true  value  in  money. 

Rule  30.  The  Board  shall,  by  its  clerk,  keep  a  true  and  full  account  of  its 
proceedings  and  orders. 

"Rule  31.  Additions  or  reductions  in  the  valuations  of  the  several  taxing 
districts  of  the  State  shall  only  be  made  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
■of  the  Board,  and  on  such  questions,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  and  entered 
on  the  journal.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall,  however,  have  the  right  to  sus- 
pend this  rule  while  in  committee  of  the  whole,  upon  the  affirmative  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

OF    PRO<  MURK. 

Rule  32.  In  proceeding  with  the  work  to  come  before  it,  the  Board  will  first 
equalize  the  valuations  of  the  farm  lands  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  con- 
sidering each  county  in  its  alphabetical  order. 

Rule  33.  The  farm  lands  having  been  equalized,  the  Board  will  next  proceed 
to  consider,  by  counties  in  alphabetical  order,  the  equalization  of  the  villages  in 
the  State. 

Rule  34.  Farm  lands  and  villages  having  been  equalized,  the  Board  will 
next  proceed  to  consider,  by  counties  in  alphabetical  order,  the  valuation  of  the 
several  cities  of  the  State,  other  than  the  cities  of  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincin- 
nati. Toledo  and  Dayton. 
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Kl  ie  86,  The  valuations  mentioned  in  rules  32,  33  and  34  having  been  equal- 
ized, the  Board  will  then  proceed  to  consider  the  valuation  of  the  cities  of  Cleve- 
land,  Columbus,   Cincinnati,   Toledo  and  Dayton,   in  the  order  named 

Rule  36,  The  valuations  of  the  several  districts  named  in  the  preceding  rules 
t32-3$-S4  and  35)  having  been  equalised,  the  Board  will  then  proceed  to  equalize 
the  valuations  of  the  farm  lands  and  city  or  village  lands  in  the  same  county,  again 
taking  up  the  counties  in  alphabetical  order, 

Rule  37,  All  complaints  and  petitions  to  be  presented  to  the  Board,  shall  be 
in  writing,  but  may  be  supported  by  oral  argument  All  hearings  of  complainants  or 
petitioners,  and  ail  consideration  of  the  valuations  in  the  several  taxing  districts 
of  the  State,  shall  take  place  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Kite  36,  The  clerk  shall  prepare  a  calendar  for  the  guidance  of  the  Board, 
and   those  delegations   which  appear   before  it. 

Rule  39.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  not  report  its  findings  to  the 
Board  until  it  shall  have  concluded  its  labors,  and  is  ready,  after  the  proper  revi- 
sion, to  submit  its  final  recommendations  to  the  board,  It  shall  retain  in  its  own 
possession  all  data  collected  during  its  sittings,  and  shall  not  be  required  to  report 
on  any  subdivision  of  its  labors,  until  it  has  completed  its  work 

Jquh  C  Snyder, 

C     F.     QUELLSORST, 

Joshua   Barrett, 
C  E+  Ketterek, 

W.    D.    GUILBERT. 

The  question  being  un  the  adoption  of  the  rules  so  recom  mm  ended 
by  the  standing  committee  on  Rules, 

Mr.  Sheldon  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  read  the  pro- 
posed rules  singly,  and  that  the  Board  first  consider  them  seriatim  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Rules  27,  28,  29,  jo,  31,  33,  33,  ^4.  S5i  3&  $7*  38  anJ  39.  as  reported 
were  then  read,  and  passed  without  amendment. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  rules  as  a  whole,  Mr, 
U  llker  moved  that  further  consideration  of  the  report  be  postponed  until 
2  o'clock  r.  It*,  and  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  have  made  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  of  the  report  for  the  information  of  members  of  the  com- 
mittee in  voting  on  the  adoption  of  the  rules.  The  motion  was  agreed 
to, 

n  motion  of  Mr  Walker,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  \\  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  rules  reported  by  the 
committee  on  Rules  at  the  morning  session,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Leedingj 
the  rules  were  adopted  as  reported  by  the  committee,  without  amend* 
ment 

Mi  m  moved  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to  have  printed  a  new 

edition  ol  tin  manual  of  the  Board,  which  shall  contain  in  addition  to  the 
matter  now  contained  theran,  the  rules  just  adopted,  and  the  opinion 
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of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ehlert  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Select  Committee  of  Five,  to  whom  was  referred  Resolution  No.  14, 
by  Mr.  Ketterer,  requesting  the  Governor  of  Ohio  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Seventy-fourth  General  Assembly  to  correct  certain  supposed  errors  in  the  law 
governing  this  Board,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  report  it  back 
with  the  following  substitute,    and   recommend   its  adoption   when  so  amended: 

Strike  out  all  beginning  with  the  word  "whereas"  in  the  first  line  of  the 
preamble,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Whereas,  There  seems  to  be  an  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  powers  and 
duties  of  this  Board,  under  the  "Royer  Act"  of  1900  (Ohio  Laws,  vol.  94,  page 
337);    and, 

Whereas,  There  seems  to  be  a  determined  effort  to  create  in  the  public  mind 
an  impression  that  this  Board  is  shorn  of  the  power  to  perform  the  public  func- 
tions for  which  it  was  elected,  and  this  is  done  notwithstanding  the  published 
opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  of  Ohio  (page  5) ,  in  which  these  words  occur : 
"I  cannot  understand  how  the  repeal  of  rules  which  governed  former  boards  could 
have  the  effect  of  leaving  the  present  Board  without  powers  to  perform  the  duties 
for  which  it  was  elected";    and, 

Whereas,  There  has  never  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  this 
Board  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  its  legal  power  and  duty  to  "equalize  the  valua- 
tion of  real  property  among  the  several  counties  and  towns  of  the  state"  as  defined 
in  the  law  and  for  which  duty  the  members  have  been  elected  and  have  each  taken 
an  official  oath  to  perform;    and, 

Whereas,  It  seems  to  be  the  duty  of  this  Board,  considering  the  interests 
of  the  owners  of  real  property  in  Ohio,  to  make  a  public  and  final  declaration  of 
its  attitude  at  this  time,  especially  so  in  view  of  the  rumors  of  a  disturbing  nature 
which  are  given   space  in  public  prints;    therefore 

Resolved  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalisation,  met  in  decennial  session:  That 
it  is  the  sense  of  this  body  that  the  Board  is  possessed  of  all  needed  power  to  perform 
its  public  duty  in  the  matter  of  equalizing  the  valuation  of  real  property  among 
the  several  counties  and  towns  of  the  state,  for  which  duty  alone  the  members 
were  elected  and  qualified ;    and 

Resolved,  further,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Board  that  it  has  ample  power 
to  provide  necessary  help  in  its  labors,  and  has  experienced  no  inconvenience  from 
a  lack  of  employees  as  elected  under  the  law ;    and 

.  Resolved,  further.  That  being  clothed  with  ample  power  to  perform  its  public 
duty  in  a  legal  manner,  and  being  provided  with  ample  funds  with  which  to  bear 
its  necessary  expenses,  and  to  employ  all  necessary  assistance,  and  being  further 
provided  at  the  present  time  with  all  needed  officers  and  employees,  it  is  hereby 
declared  that  this  Board  has  no  desire  for  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  has  no  intention  of  asking  the  Governor  of  Ohio  to  exercise  his  authority 
in  its  behalf. 

Henry  G  A.  Ehlert, 
Chas.  McKinney, 
W.  H.  Walker, 
James  Skelton. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken,  and  resulted — 
Yeas  20,  and  Nays  7,  as  follows : 

4     p.  s.  B.  E. 
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Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Diem,  Ehlert,  Guil- 
bert,  Hart,  Leeding,  McKinney,  Newton,  Patterson,  Pringle,  Rorick, 
Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Walker  and  Mr.  President — 20. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Crater,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer  and  Quell- 
horst — 7. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  as  amended, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken,  and  resulted — Yeas  20,  Nays  7,  as 

Messrs.  Booth,  Crater,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer  and  Quell- 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Diem,  Ehlert,  Guil- 
bert,  Hart,  Leeding,  McKinney,  Newton,  Patterson,  Pringle,  Rorick, 
Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Walker  and  Mr.  President — 20. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Crater,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer  and  Quell- 
horst  — 7. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Booth  rose  to  a  queston  of  privilege,  and  sent  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
and  had  read  a  certain  circular  letter  to  which  he,  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  took  serious  exceptions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  9,  1901. 

TEN    O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Mr.  Hates  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  special  order  for  this  hour  being  the  hearing  of  complainants 
from  Meigs  county,  Mr.  Snyder  moved  that  no  representative  from  that 
county  being  present,  the  special  order  be  continueed  to  1 1  o'clock,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  1 1  o'clock. 


ELEVEN    O  CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  \q  recess. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  special  order  was  postponed  until  3 
o'clock.  P.  M. 

Mr.  I  Tart  submitted  the  following  report: 
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The  Committee  on  Claims  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following  bills 
from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board: 

R.  C.  Ellsworth,   P.  O.  Box  rent,  etc $785 

W.  U.  Telegraph  Co. ,  service 72 

Total    $  8  57 

T.  G.  Hart, 
North  Newton, 
W.  H.  Walker, 
John    C.   Rorick. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to,  and  the  President  was 
directed  to  draw  his  vouchers  on  the  Auditor  of  State  for  the  said 
amounts,  in  favor  of  the  persons  named. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

15.  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  have  printed  three  hundred 
copies  of  Substitute  Resolution  No.  14,  as  adopted  yesterday,  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  this  Board. 

Mr.  Rorick  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

16.  Resolved,  That  the  President  be  directed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five 
which  shall  tabulate  such  statistics  as  may  be  required  in  equalizing  the  duplicates 
of  the  state,  and  report  the  same  to  this  Board  as  soon  as  such  statistics  may  be 
tabulated. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee:  Messrs.  Rorick,  Shel- 
don, Fisher,  Walker  and  Booth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock  r.  m. 


THKKK    (>  CLOCK    V.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  representatives  from  Meigs  county  not  having  made  their  ap- 
pearance to  present  complaints  of  valuations  in  that  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  special  order  was  continued  to  10 
o'clock  a.  m..  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Hart  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

17.  Resolved.  That  this  Hoard  will  begin  the  consideration  of  the  valuations 
•of  the  farm  lands  in  the  several  counties  of  the  state,  under  Rule  32,  immediately 
after  the  reading  of  the  journal  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  January  22,  and  that 
it  will  thereafter,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  proceed  to  consider  the  valuations 
of  counties  in  alphabetical  order  under  this  rule,  from  day  to  day,  until  the 
call   of  counties   lias   been    concluded. 

Mr.  Skelton  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

18.  Resolved.  That  the  use  of  the  Senate  Chamber  be  extended  to  the  Union 
Veteran  Legion.   V.  S.  A.,    for  Monday  evening.   January  14.    1901. 

Mr.  Stuart  moved,  that  in  view  of  the  report  from  the  Auditor  ot 
State  that  the  returns  from  the  several  counties  of  the  state  would  not  be 
ready  for  the  Board  until  the  22nd  of  this  month,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Senate  Chamber  would  be  occupied  for  four  days  of  next  week 


02  PROCEEDINGS   OF   THE 

by  the  Electoral  College,  and  the  State  Hoard  of  Agriculture,  that  it  oc 
ordered  that  when  the  Board  adjourn  for  this  week,  it  be  to  meet  ai  4 
o'clock  on  Monday,  January  21st. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "four  o'clock 
on  Monday,  January  21st/'  and  inserting  "10  o'clock  on  Friday,  Janu- 
ary 18th,"  on  which  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  de- 
mand was  duly  seconded,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  and  resulted 
Yeas  12,  Xays  14  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs  Harnett,  Booth,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Fisher,  Hart,  Xewton. 
Patterson,  (juellhorst,  Skelton,  Snyder  and  Walker — 12. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Crater.  Denny.  Ehlert,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer,  Leeding,  Mc- 
Kinncy.  Pringle.  Sheldon,  Stuart,  Taylor  *valler  and  Mr.  President — 14. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  a  division  was  called 
for,  and  13  members  rising  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  12  members, 
rising  voted  in  the  negative.     So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  Select  Committee  appointed  at  the  morn- 
ing session  be  instructed  to  sit  during  the  said  recess  of  the  Board, 
so  that  on  the  hearing  of  the  counties  as  ordered  for  the  22nd  of  January, 
its  work  will  be  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  board. 

Mr.  Ehlert  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table,  which  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  acting  chairman  of  the  committee  on  statistics,  ex- 
plained for  the  committee  that  it  was  expected  that  the  committee  would 
have  its  work  well  in  hand  without  definite  instructions  from  he  Board 
at  the  present  time,  and. 

<  >n  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  further  consideration  of  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Skelton,  was  postponed  until  Friday  morning  next. 

(  )n  motion  of  Mr.  Booth,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  II.  Gilkey.  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  10.  \<)0\. 

TEN    O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  for  the  committee  on  statistics,  made  a  verbal  report  of 
the  progress  made  by  that  committee,  and  offered  the  following  resolution,, 
which  was  adopted. 


STATE   BOARD  OF   EQUALIZATION.  53 

19.  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  be  authorized  to  write  the  several 
county  auditors  of  the  state,  requesting  that  they  furnish,  for  the  use  of  this 
Board,  the  number  of  miles  of  macadamized  roads  in  their  several  counties. 

Mr.  Skelton  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

20.  Whereas,  It  has  teen  represented  to  this  Board  that  the  present  decen- 
nial appraisement  of  the  value  of  real  estate  in  counties  and  districts  along  the 
Ohio   River  and  contiguous  thereto  is  universally  excessive;    and, 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  members  of  this  Board  possess  reliable  information 
that  the  above  named  section  of  the  state  has  been  greatly  reduced  in  value  in 
the  last  ten  years  by  the  almost  absolute  destruction  of  timber  and  the  exhaustion 
of  mineral  deposits  which  were  abundant  in  parts  of  said  district  in  time  gone 
by;    aml( 

Whereas,  Said  district  is  generally  a  very  rough,  hilly  country,  too  steep 
for  agricultural  purposes  and  with  little  or  no  soil  for  grazing  purposes,  and  with 
little  or  no  mineral  remaining  in  the  earth;    and, 

Whereas,  The  lands  in  many  portions  of  said  district  have  become  a  burden 
to  the  owners  thereof  under  the  present  rates  of  value  and  taxation;    and, 

Whereas,  This  Board  has  been  requested  by  the  people  of  said  district  tc> 
visit,  in  a  body  or  by  a  strong  committee,  in  order  that  the  true  condition  of  said 
district  be  fully  known  and  understood  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  before 
taking  definite  action  on  the  same;    and, 

Whereas,  Adams  County  being  one  of  the  roughest  counties  in  southern 
Ohio  and  the  first  county  to  be  considered  under  the  rules  of  this  board;  there- 
fore,   be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  Board,  or  as  many  of  the  members  thereof  as  can  make 
a  personal  view  of  said  district  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  facts  in 
the  foregoing  matter,  be  authorized  to  make  said  view  and  inspection  in  a  manner 
best  suited  to  the  committee  and  report  their  findings  in  the  matter  to  this  body 
on  or  before  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,   1901,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Skelton,  a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  visit  provided  for  in  the  above  resolution,  and 
Messrs.  Skelton,  Hicks,  McKinney,  Fisher,  Snyder,  Patterson  and  Ket- 
tercr  were  appointed  such  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horn,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  i\  m. 


two  o  clock  P.  M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson  the  Hoard  resolved  itself  into  a  commit- 
tee of  the  whole.     Mr.  Walker  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  in  consideration  of  complaints  from  a  repre- 
sentative of  farm  lands  in  Fairfield  county,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Hoard  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey.  Clerk. 
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FRIDAY.  JANUARY  u.  lyoi. 

TEN    O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  Hates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business,  the  question  recurred  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Skelton  that  the  committee  on  statistics  be  instructed  to  sit 
during  the  adjourment  of  the  Hoard  from  this  week  until  the  21st  inst. 
Mr.  Sheldon  rose  and  made  a  partial  report  from  the  committee,  with  the 
statement  that  all  necessary  statistics  were  being  prepared  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  on  all  lines  mentioned  in  the  motion  by  which  the  committee 
was  originally  appointed. 

He  was  of  the  opinion  that  all  necessary  statistics  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Hoard  by  the  Jist  inst.  from  sources  already  enlisted  in  the 
work  of  the  Hoard. 

The  motion  to  in -t  met  the  committee  to  sit  during  the  said  adjourn- 
ment was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Crawford  offered  the  following  resolution: 

'Jl.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  limited  funds  at  the  disposal  of  this  Board, 
for  its  expen <(*->,  the  inemlurr-  of  this  Hoard  do  hereby  rescind  Resolution  No.  20, 
which  provided  that  the-  Hoard  «o  in  a  body  to  visit  the  Ohio  River  counties, 
and  that,  if  dcciurd  advi-alih*.  will  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  the  said 
counties. 

Mr.  Hart  demanded  a  call  of  the  Hoard,  which  being  duly  seconded, 
was  taken,  sixteen  members  answering  to  their  names: 

Those  present  were: — Messrs.  Harnett,  Hooth,  Chenoweth.  Crawford, 
Fisher,  Hart.  Leeding.  McKinney,  Newton,  Patterson.  Pringle,  Sheldon, 
Skelton,  Snyder.  Walker  and  Mr.  President. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arnis  was  ordered  to  dispatch  his  messengers  for 
absentees. 

Mr.  Crater  appeared  before  the  bar  of  the  Senate  and  answered  to 
hi^  name,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher,  all  further  proceedings 
tinder  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

<  )n  motion  it  w;i>  ordered  that  the  Resolution  lay  on  the  table,  and 
that  the  Hoard  l;o  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  special  order  tor 
:1k  hour,  the  hearing  of  representative  complainants  from  Jackson  county. 
The  Hoard  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  with  Mr.  Snyder  in  the 
chair. 


1  li:\  i:\  thirty  n  clock  a  m. 

The  <  ommittei    ..r  the  \\  ho!r  n»«.r,  reported  progress,  and,  through 
it>  chairman,  a^ked  !•  a\«-  to  *\\  again,  which  was  granted. 
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Mr.  Walker  moved  that  resolution  No.  21  by  Mr.  Crawford,  be  taken 
from  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Walker  offered  the  following  resolution : 

22.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Sheldon,  Ehlert, 
Pringle,  Stuart  and  Quellhorst,  is  hereby  appointed  to  view  the  lands  along  the 
river  counties  in  the  4th,  5th,  7th  and  8th  districts,  and  to  report  its  findings  to 
this  Board  on  January  22,  1901,  and  that  the  local  members  of  the  Board  from 
those  districts  are  requested  to  assist  the  committee  in  viewing  the  land  in  their 
respective  districts. 

Mr.  Patterson  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  after 
the  figures  and  letters  "7th"  the  figures  and  letters  "9th- 14th,"  which 
failed  for  want  of  a  second. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess,  which  motion  was 
lost  on  a  division  of  the  house,  eight  members  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
and  eight  members  voting  in  the  negative.     The  President  voted  "No." 

Mr.  Booth  moved  that  the  resolution  be  indefinitely  postponed,  on 
which  motion  a  division  was  demanded,  three  members  voting  in  the  affir- 
mative,, and  thirteen  members  voting  in  the  negative.  So  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  three,  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Booth  demanded  a  call  of  the  Board,  which  being  duly  seconded, 
was  taken,  sixteen  members  answering  to  their  names. 

Those  absent  were : — Messrs.  Chapman,  Crater,  Denny,  Diem,  Guil- 
bert,  Hart,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer,  Oskamp,  Quellhorst,  Rorick,  Stuart, 
Taylor,  Waller  and  Westgerdes. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  ordered  to  dispatch  his  messengers  for 
absentees. 

Mr.  Guilbert  appeared  before  the  bar  of  the  Senate  and  answered  to 
his  name,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  all  further  proceedings 
under  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Chenoweth  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m.,  which  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (No.  21),  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  taken  and  resulted — Yeas  12,  Nays  5  as 
follows : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Crawford,  Khlert.  Lceding,  McKinney,  Xewton.  Patterson. 
Pringle,  Sheldon,  Skelton.  Snyder,  Waiker  and  Mr.  President — \2. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth.  Chenoweth,  Fisher  and  Guilbert — 5. 

So  the  chair  declared  that  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Booth  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  on  the  ground  that 
a  resolution  appropriating  money  requires,  under  the  rules  of  the  Senate 
which  has  been  adopted  for  this  Board,  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
of  all  the  members  of  the  Board. 
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Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn,  which  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Guilbert  moved  that,  pending  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Booth,  the 
Board  take  a  recess  until  2  oclock  p.  m.,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
Board  took  a  recess. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.  M 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  President  Bates  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Walker  demanded  a  call  of  the  Board,  which  being  duly  seconded, 
was  taken,  sixteen  members  answering  to  their  names. 

Those  absent  were :  Messrs.  Chapman,  Crater,  Diem,  Guilbert,  Hart, 
Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer,  Oskamp,  Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Rorick,  Stuart, 
Taylor,  Waller  and  Westgerdes. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  ordered  to  dispatch  his  messengers  for 
absentees. 

Mr.  Pringle  appeared  before  the  bar  of  the  Senate  and  answered  to  his 
name,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  all  further  proceedings  under 
the  call  were  dispensed  with.  ^ 

The  question  being  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Board  ?"  the  President  stated  that  in  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man making  the  appeal,  he  would  state  the  position  of  the  chair  to  be  as 
follows :  The  resolution  before  the  house  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken, 
was  a  resolution  providing  simply  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  con. 
mittee  for  a  si>ecific  purpose.  A  careful  examination  of  the  resolution  dis- 
closes no  provision  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  but  only  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  do  a  work  which  the  board  had  on  a  previous  day, 
unanimously  resolved  to  undertake  for  itself.  Should  this  committee 
in  the  course  of  its  work  find  it  necessary  to  incur  expense,  it  must  appeal 
for  relief  to  the  committee  on  claims,  and,  finally,  to  the  Board  itself, 
and  when  that  question  conies  before  this  body  it  will  require  the  affirma- 
tive vote  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board  to  pass  it  favorably.  But  that 
question  was  not  before  the  Board  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken,  and  as 
the  only  question  involved  is  the  right  of  the  majority  of  a  quorum  to  ap- 
|K)int  committees,  the  chair  holds  that  it  has  that  right,  and  that  the  reso- 
lution is  adopted. 

I'pon  the  conclusion  of  the  statement  of  the  question,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  and  resulted,  Yeas  13.  Xays  3,  as  follows. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett.  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert,  Leeding,  Mc Kinney, 
Newton,  Patterson,  Pringle.  Sheldon.  Skelton,  Snyder  and  Walker — 13. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth.  Chcnoweth  and  Fisher — 3. 

The  President  was  present  and  not  voting. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  Board  adjourned  until  4  o'clock  p.  m., 
on  Monday,  January  21st,  1901. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  21,  1901. 

FOUR   O'CLOCK   P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  Friday,  January  nth,  was  read  and  approved. 

A  communication  from  Chas.  H.  Jones  on  behalf  of  the  village  of 
Bond  Hill,  Hamilton  county,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Villages. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Sayre  Farmers'  Institute,  in 
which  was  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  said  Institute,  asking 
this  Board  to  establish  a  uniform  standard  in  the  valuation  of  all  classes 
of  property. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rorick,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  22.  1901. 

TEN    O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Hart  called  the  attention  of  the  chair  to  the  special  order  for  this 
hour,  being  the  call  of  counties  under  Rule  $2y  for  the  equalization  of 
the  Farm  Lands  of  the  state. 

The  chair  called  upon  the  Auditor  of  State,  (Mr.  Guilbert),  for  any 
information  he  might  desire  to  lay  before  the  Board  in  connection  with 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  ,  whereupon  Mr.  Guilbert,  stated  to  the 
Board  that  the  returns  from  the  last  county  had  been  placed  in  his  hands 
•on  the  morning  of  the  21st  hist,  and  that  it  had  been  prepared  for  the 
printer  immediately:  That  the  printer  had  promised  to  have  60  copies 
<of  the  completed  tabulations  on  the  desk  of  members  of  the  board  for  to- 
morrow's session,  at  which  time  it  was  hoped  that  the  Board  would  be  in 
possession  of  all  the  information  necessary  to  proceed  with  the  work 
before  it. 

( )n  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  commencement  of  the  call  of  counties 
.under  Rule  $2.  was  postponed  until  10  o'clock  a.  m..  tomorrow,  in  order 
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that  the  printed  returns  might  be  before  the  board  when  the  counties 
should  be  called. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
r.  M. 


TWO  O  CL:>:-i;   i\   >L 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Hart,  the  Board  returned  to  the  order  for  reports 
of  select  committees,  and  Mr.  Sheldon,  from  the  select  committee  of 
five  appointed  under  Resolution  Xo  22,  to  visit  the  counties  in  the  4th, 
5th,  7th,  and  8th  Districts,  submitted  an  exhaustive  report  of  the  work 
done  by  that  committee  under  the  order  of  the  Board,  in  inspecting  the 
farm  lands  in  Lawrence,  Scioto,  Adams,  Pike  and  Fayette  counties,  dur- 
ing a  tour  occupying  five  days,  which  report  was  read  at  the  Clerk's 
desk,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rorick  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file  for 
reference  when  the  counties  named  shall  be  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Xewton  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess  until  3  o'clock 
p.  m.,  to  hear  an  address  from  Mr.  Stuart  of  the  25th  district,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  select  committee  above  named,  and  would  be  pleased  to 
make  an  informal  verbal  statement  to  the  Board  of  his  observations  on 
the  trip.  The  motion  was  agreed  to.  and  Mr  Stuart  informally  addressed 
the  members  in  relation  to  the  property  inspected  and  gave  his  deduc- 
tions from  what  had  been  seen  bv  the  committee. 


THREE   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  ad- 
journed. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WKDXKSDAY.  JANTARY  23.  1001. 

TEX    o'clock   A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pur>uant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Hart  <*nlnniticd  the  following  report: 

Tin-  <'iiiiunitu*i'  "ii  Claim-,  recommend,  that  the  expense  account  of  the  Select 
('••iiiimitcc  Hi  Five  t«i  vi -it  certain  river  counties  be  allowed,  and  that  the  President 
he  tlirecti-rl  t<>  ilraw  a  warrant  f«»r  $55.30  to  Amos  D.  Sheldon,  chairman,  for  the- 
*amr.  payable  from  the  Contingent  Fund. 

T.  G.  Hart. 

John  C.  Rorick. 

Frank  Westgerdes  , 

W.  H.  Walker. 
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Mr.  Rorick  moved  that  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  be 
concurred  in,  and  the  report  be  adopted. 

On  which  motion,  as  it  involved  the  expenditure  of  money,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  by  the  chair,  were  taken  and  resulted — Yeas  2$> 
Xays  3,  as  follows : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Chenoweth,  Crater,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert, 
Fisher,  Hart,  Hicks,  Horn,  Leeding,  McKinney,  Oskamp,  Patterson,. 
Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller 
and  Mr.  President — 23. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Ketterer  and  Westgerdes — 3. 

So  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  bills  were  ordered  to  be  paid  by 
the  President's  voucher  on  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Mr.  Rorick  moved  that  Rule  24,  requiring  two  days  notice  of  amend- 
ments or  alterations  of  the  rules  of  the  Board,  be  suspended  in  order  that 
rule  18,  which  permits  of  debate  under  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  is  in  direct  opposition  to  Rule  17  and  to  the  general  parliament- 
ary practice  may  be  stricken  from  the  rules. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  and  resulted — Yeas 
26,  Xays  o,  as  follows  : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth,  Chenoweth,  Crater,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert, 
Fisher,  Guilbert,  Hart,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer,  Leeding,  McKinney,  Os- 
kamp, Patterson,  Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Rorick,  Skelton,  Stuart,  Walker, 
Waller,  Westgerdes  and  Mr.  President — 26. 

So  the  rule  having  rec jived  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  the  Board,  was  suspended. 

The  question  being  on  the  repeal  of  Rule  18,  it  was  the  unanimously 
agreed  to,  (26  members  voting),  and  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  strike  the 
rule  from  the  new  edition  of  the  Manual  now  in  process  of  publication. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Guilbert,  the  flag  of  the  Board  was  ordered  to  be 
put  at  half-mast  on  the  State  House,  in  honor  of  the  late  Queen  of  Great 
Britian  and  Ireland  and  Kmpress  of  India,  Victoria,  whose  death  had 
been  announced  in  the  morning  papers. 

Mr.  Guilbert  announced  to  the  chair,  that  owing  to  the  unavoidable 
delays  at  the  State  Printers,  the  tabulations  on  which  the  Board  is  fo  work 
in  the  equalization  of  values  throughout  the  State, — and  the  consideration 
of  which  was  to  begin  in  committee  of  the  Whole  as  the  special  order  for 
10  o'clock  to-day, — would  not  be  ready  for  this  body  until  to-morrow 
morning.  He  thought  there  would  be  no  doubt  that  the  printer  could 
deliver  them  at  the  morning  session  of  that  day,  if  the  Board  would  post- 
pone action  until  that  time. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  that  the  special  order  be  therefore  continued  until 
10  o'clock  a.  M..  tomorrow,  which  was  agreed  to. 
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There  being  no  further  business  to  come  before  the  Board,  on  motion 
•of  Mr.  Fisher  and  in  memory  of  the  late  Queen  Victoria  of  Great  Britain, 
the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY.  JANUARY  24,  1901. 

ten  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  road  and  approved. 
Mr  Hart  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  hills  of  Myers  Bros,  for 
$<j.'2r>.  The  H.  Cole  Company  for  $5.90,  Department  of  Public  Improvements  of  the 
City  of  Columbus  for  $3.<>0,  and  The  H.  Cole  Company  50  cents  for  map  supplies, 
blue  prints  and  printing,  report  them  back  and  recommend  their  payment  from  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Hoard  and  that  the  President  of  the  Board  be  directed  to 
draw  his  warrant  for  the  same. 

T.  G.  Hart, 
W.  H.  Walker. 
John  C.  Rorick, 
Fra  n  k     Weitgerdes  . 
North  Newton. 

Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted  and  the  bills  ordered 
paid :  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  by  the  chair,  were 
taken  and  resulted.  Yeas  27,  Xays  o.  as  follows : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth,  Chenoweth,  Crater,  Crawford,  Dennw 
Ehlert,  Fisher,  Hart,  Horn,  Leeding.  Mc Kinney,  Newton,  Oskamp,  Pat- 
terson, IVingle,  Qucllhorst.  Rorick.  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart, 
Taylor,  Walker,  Waller,  \\cstgerdes  and  Mr.  President — 27. 

So  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  bills  were  ordered  to  be  paid  by 
the  voucher  of  the  President  on  the  Contingent  Fund. 

A  messenger  from  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  State  appeared  in  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  delivered  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  for  distribution 
among  the  members  of  the  Board,  copies  of  the  completed  tabulations 
of  valuations  returned  by  the  County  Auditors  of  the  State,  upon  which 
valuations  the  work  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  is  based.  After 
the  said  tabulations  had  been  distributed: 

Mr.  Rorick  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

-3.  Where \s.  Section  '2H\i<  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Ohio  requires  that  the 
State  Hoard  «>f  Equalization  shall  meet  in  the  city  of  Columbus  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  December  1  !'«*>.  to  organize  and  proceed  to  equalize  the  valuation  of  real  property 
throughout  the  State:  and 

Whkkexs.  This  Hoard  has  so  met  and  continued  in  session,  hut  has  been 
unable  to  make  the  desired  progress  in  said  equalization  because  of  a  failure  of  the 
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local  city  and  county  boards  to  complete  their  labors  and  submit  to  this  Board  the- 
t.gures  upon   which  any  equalization  must  be  based;    and 

Whereas,  The  statutes  seem  to  have  permitted  the  local  boards  indefinite- 
time  in  which  to  perform  their  work  and  submit  their  reports;  and 

Whereas,  As  a  result  of  this  indefiniteness,  this  Board  has  been  unable  until 
to-day,  the  24th  day  of  January,  to  secure  the  returns  which  should  have  been  before 
it  on  its  organization  in  December;  and  for  that  reason  nearly  one-third  of  the 
time  allotted  for  the  labors  of  this  Board  has  been  passed  in  an  effort  to  secure  nec- 
esarry  data  on  which  to  work;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization,  that  proper 
steps  should  be  taken  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  to  prevent  such  glaring  in- 
consistencies;  and  to  that  end  this  Board  respectfully  recommends  the  following 
changes  in  existing  laws: 

First.  That  the  reports  of  all  local  boards  should  be  completed  and  be  in  print 
at  least  thirty  days  before  such  time  as  shall  be  fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization. 

Second.  Adequate  penalties  should  be  provided  for  failure  of  a  local  board  to 
complete  its  business  within  the  prescribed  time. 

Third.  Care  should  be  taken  to  allow  each  local  board  sufficient  time  in  which 
to  intelligently  perform  the  duties  required  of  it,  with  equal  justice  to  the  citizen 
and  the  local  government. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are  hereby  extended  to  the  Auditor 
of  State  and  his  assistants,  and  to  the  County  Auditors  of  Ohio,  for  the  untiring 
energy  with  which  they  have  collected  the  returns  now  before  the  Board,  as, 
without  such  assistance,  much  greater  waste  of  time  on  the  part  of  this  body  would! 
have  been  unavoidable. 

The  chair  announced  that  unless  there  was  objection,  the  Board 
would  now  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  Whole,  according  to  the 
special  order  for  this  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  beginning  the  consideration 
of  the  valuations  of  the  Farm  Lands  in  the  State  under  Rule  32. 

There  being  no  other  motion  before  the  Board,  the  Chair  appointed 
Mr.  Fisher  to  be  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  special 
order  was  taken  up  in  said  committee. 

At  12  o'clock,  noon,  the  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman 
reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  oclock  r.  m. 


TWO  O  ClAH  K    V.    M. 

The  Board  met  pusuant  to  recess,  and  immediately  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  valuation 
of  Farm  Lands,  under  the  special  order.     Mr.  Fisher  in  the  chair. 

At  3.40  i\  m.,  the  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported 
progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Snyder  moved  that  the  Bfrard  do  now  adjourn  until  tomorrow 
at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  on  a  division  of  the  house,  16  members 
rising  and  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  1  1  members  rising  and  voting 
in  the  negative. 

So  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


*>2  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  25,  1901. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.   M 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Under  Rule  32  the  Board  was  resolved  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  the  further  consideration  of  the  valuations  of  Farm  Lands,  with  Mr. 
Ehlert  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  FIFTEEN  A.  M. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  Mr. 
Ehlert,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again.  This  was  granted, 
was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Skelton  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
j\  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  with  Mr.  Bates  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

*24.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered 
•to  our  fellow  member  Hon.  A.  D.  Sheldon  for  the  clear,  concise  and  comprehensive 
comparative  statement  of  the  real  estate  appraisement  of  1900,  which  he  has  so 
generously  distributed  to  the  members  without  cost  to  the  Board  or  to  the  State. 

The  Board  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further 
consideration  of  Farm  I^ands,  with  Mr.  Booth  in  the  chair. 


THREE   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and.  through  its  chairman 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Fisher  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  at  the 
clerk's  desk,  and  on  motion  of  the  author  was  postponed  until  3  o'clock 
»•.  m.  on  Tuesday  next,  and  made  special  order  for  that  hour: 

J.Y  h'esoked.  That  hereafter  this  Board  shall  adjourn  on  Friday  of  every 
third  week  at  12  M.  until  Tuesday  of  the  following  week  at  4  P.  M.  and  that 
every  day  of  the  time  (except  the  time  mentioned  between  those  dates  and  except 
Sunday.*)   shall  be  devoted  to  the  work  ostitis  Hoard. 

AV.vi»/:vi/.  That  the  provision*  of  the  above  resolution  shall  he  made  a  rule 
•  •I"  this  body. 

Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  Hoard  adjourn  until  to-morrow  morning 
at   m  o'clock — which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Snyder  moved  that  the  Hoard  do  now  adjourn  until  2  p.  m.  on 
Mondav  next. 
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On  which  motion  Mr.  Walker  demanded  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  question  being  on  the  time  to  which  adjournment  shall  be  had, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  motion  was  amended  by  striking  out  the 
figure  "2"  and  inserting  the  figure  "4"  in  lieu  thereof.  The  motion  of 
Mr.  Snyder,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to  on  a  division  of  the  house,  12 
members  rising  and  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  7  members  rising  and 
voting  in  the  negative. 

So  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  4  o'clock  p.  m  on  Monday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  28,  1901. 

FOUR  O'CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  prusuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
♦chair.     The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

A  communication  was  received  and  read  from  the  clerk's  desk,  from 
David  Oldham,  of  Sidney,  asking  the  Board  to  fix  a  time  for  the  hearing  of 
an  application  for  a  reduction  of  tax  valuations  in  that  city. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Cities  other 
than  those  of  the  first  grade  of  the  first  class. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKinney  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  29,  1901 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.   M 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair.     The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  leaves  of  absence  were  granted  by  the  chair: 

To  Mr.  Pringle,  indefinite  leave  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

To  Mr.  Rorick,  indefinite  leave  on  account  of  death  in  his  family. 

To  Mr.  Sheldon  for  Saturday  and  Monday  next,  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing of  tax  payers  in  his  district. 

To  Mr.  Waller,  for  Friday  and  Saturday  next,  to  attend  the  Far- 
mer's Institute  in  Crawford  county  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  taxpayeVs  of  his  district. 

To  Mr.  Skelton.  for  Friday  and  Saturday,  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  representatives  of  Portsmouth  in  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose. 

To  Mr.  Chapman,  for  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  to  keep  an  ap- 
pointment with  the  auditor  and  business  men  of  Montgomery  county  on 
matters  affecting  the  valuation  of  that  county. 
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To  Mr.  Barnett,  for  Friday  and  Saturday  next,  on  account  of  sick- 
ness in  his  family. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following  resolution : 

2(».  Resolved,  That  when  the  Board  is  called  together  each  day,  the  roll  of 
members  shall  be  called  and  absentees  noted ;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  President  is  hereby  directed  to  enforce  Rule  16,  restrict- 
ing absenteeism,  granting  only  such  necessary  leaves  of  absence  as  will  not  inter- 
fere with  the  presence  of  a  working  majority  at  every  session  of  the  Board. 

The  "President  held  that  inasmuch  as  the  resolution  contemplated 
adding  to  the  regular  order  of  business,  the  calling  of  the  roll  after  the 
reading  of  the  journal  each  day,  it  was  an  amendment  to  Rule  I  of 
the  Manual  governing  the  Board,  and  therefore  would  lie  over  two  days 
under  Rule  24. 

Mr.  Leeding  moved  that  Rule  24  be  suspended  in  order  that  the 
resolution  may  be  considered  now.  On  which  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken  and  resulted — Yeas  18,  Nays  8,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were: — Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth, 
Chapman,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert,  Fisher,  Leeding,  Patter- 
son. Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Walker,  Waller,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident—18. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were: — Messrs.  Crater,  Guilbert, 
Hart.  Horn,  Keterer,  McKinney,  Newton,  Quellhorst — 8. 

So  the  motion,  not  having  received  the  affirmative  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board,  was  lost. 

The  resolution  went  over  for  two  days  under  the  rule  governing 
amendments  to  the  Rules. 

The  Board  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
special  order  under  Rule  $2.  with  Mr.  Skelton  in  the  chair. 


KLKVEX   FORTY-FIVE  A.   M. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  reported  progress  through  its" 
chairman,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waller  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
p.   M. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  I'oard  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  Board  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  valuation  of  Farm  Lands,  with  Mr.  Skelton  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-TEN   P.    M. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  re- 
puted progress  ami  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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Mr.  Sheldon  moved  that  the  Auditor  of  State  be  requested  to  have 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Board  500  copies  of  each  of  three  tables,  giv- 
ing comparative  figures  in  relation  to  the  standing  of  the  several  coun- 
ties, which  was  agreed  to. 

Resolution  No.  25,  by  Mr.  Fisher,  providing  for  tri-weekly  ad- 
journments— special  order  for  three  o'clock  to-day — was  taken  up  for 
further  consideration. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the  resolution : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "Resolved"  and  insert  the  following: 
That  hereafter  this  Board  will  adjourn  on  Friday  afternoon  of  each  week 
at  4  P.  M.  to  meet  on  the  Monday  next  following  at  2  P.  M. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  Mr.  Taylor 
moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  inserting  "Tuesday  at  9  o'clock"  in- 
stead of  "Monday  at  2  p.  m." 

Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  the  ac- 
companying questions,  be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ketterer  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  30,  1901. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.   M 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair.     The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  that  Rule  No.  24  be  suspended,  in  order  that  he 
might  introduce  an  amendment  to  Rule  I,  as  follows: 

That  Rule  1  be  changed  by  striking  out  the  words  "ten  o'clock  a.  m/x 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "nine  o'clock  a.  m." 

The  question  being  on  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken  and  resulted — Yeas  22,  Nays  2,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert,  Fisher,  Hart, 
Horn,  Keterer,  Leeding,  McKinney,  Oskamp,  Patterson,  Quellhorst,  Shel- 
don, Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Walker,  Westgerdes,  Mr.  President. 
— 22. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Crater  and  Waller — 2. 

So  the  rule,  having  received  the  affirmative  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  of  the  Board,  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  that  Rule  1  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"Unless  otherwise  ordered,  the  hour  to  which  the  Board  shall  stand 
adjourned  from  day  to  day  shall  be  nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

5    p.  s.  B.  E. 
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On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  and  resulted — Yeas 
24,  Nays  2,  as  follows : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert,  Fisher, 
Guilbert,  Hart,  Horn,  Keterer,  Leeding,  McKinney,  Oskamp,  Patterson, 
Quellhorst,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Walker,  West- 
gerdes,  Mr.  President — 24 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Crater  and  Waller — 2. 

So  the  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  rule  was  so  amended. 

The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,  to  further  consider  the  valuation  of  Farm 
Lands  in  the  state,  under  the  special  order. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  A.  M. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress  through  its  chairman,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  immediately  went  into  ses- 
sion as  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  Special  Order,  with  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  through  its  chairman 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crater,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  under  the 
new  rule,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  31,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
chair.    The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Sheldon  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

27.  Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Board  be  directed  to  have  a  table 
prepared,  showing  comparative  average  valuations  of  farm  lands,  in  townships 
on  county  lines,  based  on  the  total  valuations,  including  buildings,  as  returned 
by  the  local  boards  in  the  several  counties,  and  that,  when  completed,  five 
hundred  copies  of  said  table  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  Board. 
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The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
under  the  special  order,  the  consideration  of  the  valuation  of  Farm 
Lands  in  the  state.     Mr.  Sheldon  was  called  to  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  FORTY-FIVE  O  CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  that  it  had 
completed  the  first  call  of  counties  on  Farm  Lands,  and  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Valuations  of  Villages.  It  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Bates  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

28.  Whereas,  Section  2814  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Ohio  provides  by 
Rule  3  that  the  county  decennial  boards  of  equalization  shall  not  reduce  the 
aggregate  value  of  the  real  property  of  the  county  below  the  aggregate  value 
thereof  as  returned  by  the  assessors;    and, 

Whereas,  The  abstracts  of  valuations  as  returned  by  the  various  county 
auditors  in  several  instances  appear  to  show  that  reductions  have  so  been  made 
b\   the  county  boards  contrary  to   law;    therefore,    be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  report 
to  the  Board  what  counties  and  cities,  if  any,  have  so  fallen  off  in  their  returns, 
and  the  nearest  even  percentage  required  to  bring  the  valuations  of  such  counties 
and  cities,   if  any,   up  to  the  valuation  as  returned  by  the  assessors. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  such  committee,  Messrs.  Taylor,  Sheldon  and 
Guilbert. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder 
proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of, 

Resolution  No.  26  —  directing  daily  roll  calls  of  the  members  — 
which  was  laid  over  under  the  rules  on  Tuesday  last.  The  question 
being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Snyder  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  that 
part  relating  to  the  calling  of  the  roll  of  members  as  a  part  of  the  regular 
order  of  business  at  the  morning  sessions  of  the  Board. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amended, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  it  be  ordered  that  when  the  Board  adjourn 
today,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  strike  from  the  motion  the  word  "today "  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "tomorrow."  The  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Booth  was  lost  on  a  division  of  the  house,  seven  members  rising 
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and  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  eighteen  members  rising  and  voting 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "today"  in  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "Saturday  next  at 
noon,"  which  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
Yeas  and  Nays  were  taken  and  resulted  —  Yeas  19,  Nays  7,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Harnett,  Craw- 
ford, Denny,  Diem,  Ehlert,  Fisher.  Hicks,  Horn,  Keterer.  Leeding, 
McKinney,  Oskamp,  Patterson.  Quellhorst,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Taylor, 
Waller,  Westgerdes —  19. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  Messrs.  Bates,  Booth,  Chen- 
oweth.    Hart.    Xewton,    Skelton.    Walker,  —  7. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Hoard  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
the  further  consideration  of  the  valuations  of  the  Villages  of  the  State 
under  Rule  33,  with  Mr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair. 


TOl  K  FIFTEEN    P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oskamp.  the  Hoard  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  II.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


MONDAY.  FEBRUARY  4.  i<)oi. 

two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The   Hoard  met   pursuant   to  adjournment.   President   Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

( )n  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 


THREE   O'CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

After  the  call  of  committees,  and  the  completion  of  the  order  of 
business,  the  question  being  "Shall  the  Hoard  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  Valuation  of  Villages  under 
Rule  m." 

(  >n  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks  the  Hoard  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 
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TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
Chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  valuation  of 
villages  of  the  several  counties  of  the  state,  under  rule  33,  with  Mr.  Bar- 
nett  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  FORTY  A.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Snyder  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess  until  1:30  o'clock 
p.  111.  On  which  motion,  Mr.  Walker  demanded  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  question  being  on  the  time  to  which  a  recess  should  be  taken 
( 1 130  o'clock  p.  m. )  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  that  part  of  the  motion  which  declared 
that  the  Board  should  take  a  recess,  the  Board  then  took  a  recess  until 
2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  immediately  resolved  itself 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  villages, 
with  Mr.  Baniett  in  the  chair. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Waller  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock 
p.  m.,  which  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  6,  1901. 

NINE    O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  pro  tern 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Bates  for  to-day. 
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The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of.  the  Board  resolved  itself 
in:  o  a  committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  valua- 
:::■::>  .:"  :hr  villages  of  the  State,  with  Mr.  Fisher  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN    FORTY-FIVE   O  CLOCK   A.    M. 

fr.e  c:mrr.::tee  rose,  and  through  the  chairman  reported  progress,  and 
'.  !tiYc  :-j  si:  again,  which  was  granted. 

jr.  rr.i'S'jTi  of  Mr.  Booth,  the  committee  appointed  to  secure  a  chap- 
,r  :ht  Lioard.  was  relieved  of  further  service,  and  the  committee  was 

a.-  t^  T*  - . 

\r.  rr.;<:or.  of  Mr.  Chenoweth  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 


TWO    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

""•■:  J;  \-irc  rr.e:  pursuant  to  recess.  and  immediately  resolved  itself 
\'i  -  .rr.rr.iv.ee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
■  :•.'-.   .:  villages,  with  Mr.  Fisher  in  the  chair. 


FOl'R    TEN    O  CLOCK    P.    XI. 

/:r.:r.i::ee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress 
leave  :•-■  >::  a^ain.  which  was  granted. 
ji:  Ti  of  Mr.  Oskamp  the  Board  adjourned. 

E.  H.  Gilkey.  Clerk. 


WEIiXKSDAY.  FEBKIWRY  7.  1001. 

NINE   oVl.OCK   a.   m. 
1   :::■■:  :■-.>::?.: v.  :■•  adjournment   with    President  pro  tern 

".    :    -.  »:-.r  ::i;.  \\  as  read  and  approved. 

1*::    .:-..-.  :  :!*.;•.:  leave  of  absence  had  been  granted  to  the 

r-i    :  :::t-  :".  ;-r  : :  To  Mr.  iiiiiiher:  :::i:i!  Saturday :  to  Mr. 

:!  :•:    r:a;.  r.,-x:. 

-    -  Itt  ':-.vi::-  :-^:i  disposed  of.  :lu-  Hoard  resolved  itself 

v.'.-:     :  :Ve  V.dvle  under  Rule  33.  for  the  further  consid- 

■a!"£::.::s    ■:  villaces.  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the  chair. 
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ELEVEN  THIRTY   O'CLOCK  A   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ketterer  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  M. 


TWO   O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

Mr.  Chapman  asked,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  afternoon. 

The  Board  resolved  itself  into  the  committee  of  the  Whole  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  valuation  of  villages,  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the 
chair. 


FOUR  TEN   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  granted,  and, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Crater,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  8,  1901. 

TEN    O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  pro  tern  Hart 
in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Rorick  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  to-day. 

Mr.  Bates  and  Mr.  Barrett  were  granted  leaves  of  absence  until 
Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waller  it  was  ordered  that  when  the  Board  ad- 
journ to-day,  it  be  until  Wednesday  morning  next,  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  Tuesday  being  Lincoln's  birthday,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  order 
a  meeting  of  the  Board  for  Monday. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  valuation 
of  villages,  with  Mr.  McKinney  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN   THIRTY    O CLOCK   A    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  Auditor  of  State  was  requested  to 
have  printed  ioo  copies  of  each  of  the  several  additional  tables  that  he 
had  recently  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  granted  indefinite  leave  of  absence  on  account 
of  sickness. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks,  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  a.  m., 
on  Wednesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY.  FEBRtARY  13,  1901. 

NINE    O'CLOCK    A.    M 

Tiie  Uoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  Friday  last,  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess  to  attend  the  injunction 
proceedings  in  the  matter  oi  the  Hamilton  county  duplicate,  which  is 
pending  in  the  Franklin  county  courts  at  this  hour.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  Hoard,  after  taking  a  recess  until  2  p.  m.,  proceeded  in 
a  body  to  attend  the  said  trial  in  Civil  Court  Room  Xo.  3  before  Judge 
Badger. 


two  o  clock  P.  M. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 
Mr.  Hart  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

•JS.  Wiikkeas.  This  Board  has  Inren  enjoined  from  taking  into  consideration 
for  the  lime  being  ihe  return  of  valuations  a>  made  to  it  by  the  County  Auditor  of 
Hamilton  County;     and 

\Vhkkk\s.  It  U  doirablc  that  thU  Board  should  be  fully  informed  of  its  powers 
ami  authority  in  the  matter  of  such  hearings  as  shall  be  necessary  in  the  prosecution 
of  it^  work;   Therefore. 

/V  it  r,\f./;vJ  by  the  State  />i»jr</  of  7:\/m alisation .  That  the  Attorney  General 
of  Ohio  ix  requested  to  give  hi>  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  the  Board  to  proceed, 
in  Committee  «>f  the  Whole,  with  >uch  information  as  may  come  before  it,  in  the 
preliminary  w-tk  of  considering  the  valuations  in  the  stveral  taxing  districts  of  the 
Stare,   preparatory  to  a  final  and  later  action  by  the  Board  in  its  official  capacity. 

Mr.  Taylnr  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

JO.  AYj  /:«"*/.  Th;::  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
be  obtained  a<  to  the  righ:  ..f  this  Board  to  cau«e  the  abstract  of  the  tax  valuations 
•.»:  any  county  10  be  returned  to  the  Auditor  oi  *uch  county  for  revision  and  cor- 
rvv.'ii 

A  messenger  wa>  dispatched  to  the  office  of  the  Attorney  General 
with  certified  copies  of  the  said  resolution*. 

Tin-  Hoard  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  oi  the  Whole  for 
the  consideration  of  the  orders  oi  the  day.  with  Mr.  Quellhorst  in  the 
chair. 
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FOUR   O'CLOCK   P.  M. 

The  committe  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leeding  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  14,  1901. 

NINE    O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  President  handed  down  the  following  communication,  which 
was  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk  and  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  journal : 
To  the  Honorable  President    and  State  Board  of  Equalisation : 

Gentlemen*  —  I  find  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend  to  my  duties,  as 
member  of  your  Honorable  Board,  without  seriously  neglecting  my  own  business 
affairs.     I  am  therefore  compelled  to  tender  my  resignation,  which  please  accept. 

Thanking  you  all  for  your  many  courtesies,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours  very  truly, 

F.  J.  Diem. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

30.  Whereas,  The  Hon.  Frederick  J.  Diem,  one  of  the  members  of  this 
Board  from  Hamilton  county,  (the  1st  District)  has  tendered  his  resignation  this 
day,  because  of  the  demands  of  his  private  business;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  hereby  express  to  Mr.  Diem  the  regrets  of  every 
member  that  there  should  be  a  separation  at  this  time,  and  the  assurance  that  with 
his  retirement  into  private  life,  the  gentleman  from  Cincinnati  will  take  home 
with  him  the  best  wishes  and  the  lasting  friendship  of  every  member  and  officer 
of  the  Board.     And  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  be  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Ohio  for  his 
information  and  action  in  the  matter. 

The  resolution  having  been  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher,  the 
Board  took  a  recess  of  ten  minutes,  to  enable  the  members  to  meet  Mr. 
Diem  and  extend  their  personal  regrets  at  his  resignation,  before  he  should 
leave  the  city. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and,  at  once  resolved  itself  into 
the  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Chenoweth 
in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN    FORTY-FIVE    O  CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 
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notary  public)  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  also  an  oath  of  office.  He  was 
then  shown  to  his  seat  in  the  chaml>er,  being  the  one  made  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Diem. 

The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of  the  valuation  of  the 
smaller  cities  of  the  state,  with  several  special  hearings  fixed  for  today. 
Mr.  Newton  was  called  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 


ELEVEN   FIFTY   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  through  its  chairman 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ehlert,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
p.  in. 

two  o'clock  i\  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  at  once  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair. 


FOL'R  THIRTY  O  CLOCK   I\   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey.  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY.  EEBRCARY  20,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  meml>ers  were  granted  leaves  of  absence :  Mr.  Hicks 
for  to-day,  and  Mr.  Oskamp  for  to-morrow. 

The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  orders  of  the  dav,  with  Mr.  Keterer  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN   FORTY-FIVE  A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Attorney  General  was  handed 
down  by  the  President,  and  ordered  to  Ik*  read  and  spread  upon  the 
Tournal : 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  February  is,  igoi. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Decennial  State  Board  of  Equalisation. 

Gentlemen:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  appointed  Mr. 
Jacques  Ritchie,  of  Cincinnati,  a  member  of  your  honorable  Board  from  the  First 
District  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the  Honorable  Frederick 
J.  Diem. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Geo.  K.  Nash,  Governor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oskamp,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two- 
o'clock  p.  m. 


two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

Mr.  Walker  moved,  that  when  the  Board  adjourn  today,  it  be  until 
2  p.  m.  on  Monday  next;  on  which  motion,  Mr.  Sheldon  moved  to- 
strike  out  the  words  and  figure  "2  p.  m.  on  Monday  next"  and  insert 
"9  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  next,"  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  as- 
amended  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Waller  having  stated  that  the  special  order  for  this  hour  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  —  the  hearing  of  a  delegation  from  the  village 
of  Carey — could  not  be  heard  on  account  of  a  failure  of  the  delegation 
to  appear  in  the  city, 

Mr.  Oskamp  moved  that  the  Board  do  now  adjourn;  on  which 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  taken  and  resulted,  yeas  13^ 
nays  9,  as  follows : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Denny,  Ehlert,. 
Fisher,  Horn,  Keterer,  Leeding,  Oskamp,  Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Rorick,. 
Stuart,  Taylor,  Waller —  13. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were :  Messrs,  Booth,  Chenoweth,. 
Newton,  Patterson,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Walker,  Mr.  President — 9. 

So  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o  clock  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  President  Bates  in  the 
Chair. 

The  Journal  of    Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  presence  in  the 
chamber  of  Mr.  Jacques  Ritchie,  the  newly  appointed  member  from  the 
First  District,  who  was  thereupon  conducted  to  the  clerk's  desk  by  the 
sergeant-at-arms,  and  took  an  oath  (administered  by  C.  M.  Morrow,  a. 
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notary  public)  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  also  an  oath  of  office.  He  was 
then  shown  to  his  seat  in  the  chamber,  being  the  one  made  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Diem. 

The  Hoard  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of  the  valuation  of  the 
smaller  cities  of  the  state,  with  several  special  hearings  fixed  for  today. 
Mr.  Xewton  was  called  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 


ELEVEN    FIFTY   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  through  its  chairman 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ehlert.  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
p.  m. 

two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  at  once  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr.  Xewton  in  the  chair. 


FOl'R  THIRTY  O'CLOCK   P.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Hoard  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey.  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY.  FEHRUARY  20,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Hates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  following  meml)ers  were  granted  leaves  of  absence:  Mr.  Hicks 
for  to-day,  and  Mr.  ( )skamp  for  to-morrow. 

The  Hoard  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  orders  of  the  daw  with  Mr.  Keterer  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN   FORTY-FINE  A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Attorney  General  was  handed 
down  by  the  President,  and  ordered  to  l>e  read  and  spread  upon  the 
Tournal : 


STATfc    BOARD   OF    Etfl.TAI  IZATION.  77 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  i$,  igoi. 
To  the  State  Board  of  Equalisation,   Columbus,   Ohio. 

Gentlemen  :  —  Your  communication  enclosing  copies  of  Resolutions  Nos.  28 
and  29,  passed  by  your  body,  is  at  hand.  By  Resolution  No.  28  you  seek  an 
opinion  from  me  as  to  what  extent  you  are  enjoined  from  proceeding  with  your 
duties  as  Board  of  Equalization,  by  reason  of  the  injunction  granted  in  the  case 
of  A.  Windle  v.  The  State  Board  of  Equalization,  now  pending  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Franklin  County.  You  are  restrained  in  that  proceeding 
from  recognizing  and  acting  upon  the  abstract  of  the  valuation  of  Hamilton  County 
sent  up  to  your  Board  by  the  auditor  of  that  county  in  equalizing  the  value  of  the 
real  estate  of  Hamilton  County.  This  means  that  you  shall  not,  while  the  injunc- 
tion is  in  force,  finally  determine  the  valuation  to  be  placed  upon  the  real  property 
in  Hamilton  County,  using  this  abstract  as  a  basis  for  increasing  or  decreasing 
the  total  appraised  value.  But  you  may  proceed  in  the  usual  way  to  take  evidence, 
hear  complaints  and  become  fully  informed  as  to  the  value  of  the  real  property 
of  Hamilton  County  as  compared  with  that  of  other  counties  of  the  state;  and 
when  you  come  finally  to  determine  the  value  to  be  placed  upon  the  real  property 
of  Hamilton  County,  the  knowledge  thus  obtained  by  you  will  serve  you  equally, 
whether  the  present  abstract  or  another  one  shall  be  the  basis  upon  which  you 
shall  act. 

Resolution  No.  29  seeks  an  opinion  from  me  as  to  whether  your  Board  has 
the  right  to  return  an  abstract  of  the  tax  valuation  of  any  county  to  the  auditor 
of  such  county  for  revision  and  correction.     In  my  opinion,   you  have  not. 

The  tax  valuation  of  any  county  could  not  be  revised  except  by  the  county 
board  of  equalization.  That  board  has  expired  by  operation  of  law :  it  is  functus 
officio;  its  duties  are  ended:  it  cannot  reconvene.  That  being  the  case,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  say  it  would  have  no  power  to  undertake  to  reconvene  to  revise 
the  valuation  of  the  property  of  the  county. 

The  auditor  has  also  performed  his  duties,  i.  c.  has  made  an  abstract  of  the 
valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  county  and  transmitted  it  to  your  Board. 
There  his  powers  end.  Should,  however,  it  appear  satisfactory  to  you  that  some 
mere  clerical  mistake  has  occurred  in  making  out  the  abstract  by  the  auditor  of 
the  county.  I  think  it  would  be  entirely  proper  for  the  auditor  to  send  up  a  cor- 
rection of  that  clerical  error.  But  it  must  be  a  mere  clerical  error, — a  mistake 
of  fhe  clerk  in  copying  figures,  or  something  of  that  character.  Even  should  it 
appear  to  you  that  there  has  been  a  clerical  error,  you  should  retain  the  abstract 
as  sent  up  and  let  the  auditor  send  up  the  correction  by  way  of  an  addition  thereto, 
or  an  amendment  of  the  abstract.  But  before  you  should  permit  this  to  be  done, 
even,  you  should  be  fully  satisfied  t bat  a  mere  clerical  error  did  intervene,  and 
that  it  would  be  common  justice  to  have  it  corrected. 

Very  truly, 

J.  M.  Sheets. 

Attorney-General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson,  the  Hoard  took  a  recess  until  two 
o'clock  p.  in. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   I\   M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford  the  thanks  of  the  Hoard  were  extended 
to  the  Hon.  \V.  R.  Merriman,  director  of  the  census,  for  fifty  copies  of 
the  census  of  Ohio  furnished  hv  him  for  the  official  use  of  the  Hoard. 
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The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
with  Mr.  Ketterer  in  the  chair. 


FOUR  FORTY-FIVE  P.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  2if  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Chenoweth  for  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  have  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Board,  200  copies  of  a  Balance  sheet  to  be  prepared 
by  the  clerks  which  shall  show  the  several  additions  and  deductions  made 
by  this  Board  up  to  the  present  time,  and  the  net  results  of  such  revision 
of  the  valuations  as  have  been  considered  up  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  Board  to-day. 

The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committe  of  the  Whole  for 
the  consideration  of  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Denny  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN   THIRTY  O  CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  that,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  to-morrow 
(Friday),  is  a  legal  holiday,  and  doubtless  many  of  the  members  would 
like  to  spend  the  day  in  local  celebrations  of  Washington's  birthday  at 
their  homes ;  and,  further,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  had  completed  its  present  order  of  business ;  that,  therefore 
the  Board  do  now  adjourn  until  Tuesday  next  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 
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FEBRUARY  26,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  1  p.  m,  to 
enable  the  members  to  attend  a  session  of  the  Supreme  Court,  before 
which  the  mandamus  case  against  the  auditor  of  Hamilton  county  is  set 
to  be  heard  at  9 130  a.  m.  to-day,  the  purpose  of  the  suit  being  to  compel 
the  auditor  to  amend  his  present  report  to  the*  Board. 


ONE  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess  with  President  pro  tern.  Hart  in 
the  chair,  and  immediately  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  with  Mr.  Horn  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

The  Chair  announced  that  leaves  of  absence  had  been  granted  to 
Mr.  Hicks  for  balance  of  the  week,  and  to  Mr.  Waller  indefinitely,  on 
account  of  sickness. 

Mr.  Rorick  moved  that  when  the  Board  adjourn  it  be  until  10  o'clock, 
instead  of  9  o'clock,  a.  m. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  taken  and 
resulted,  yeas  9,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were :  — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Chenoweth,  Crater,  Fisher,  Horn,  Keterer,  Mc- 
Kinney,  Pringle,  Rorick  —  9. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were:  — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert,  Hart,  Leeding,  Newton, 
Oskamp,  Quellhorst,  Ritchie,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Taylor, 
Walker,  Mr.  President — 17. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 
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WEDNESDAY,   FEBRUARY  27,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day  (being  the  con- 
sideration of  cities  under  Rule  35),  with  Mr.  Rorick  in  the  chair. 


TWELVE  O  CLOCK,   NOON. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Rorick 
in  the  chair. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Snyder  moved  that  Rule  36  be  suspended  at  this  time  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  that  the  Committee  now  return  to  the  second 
consideration  of  valuations  l>eginning  with  Rule  32,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  of  all  members  elected 
to  the   Board. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Chapman  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rorick  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest:  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY.  FEBRUARY  28,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  printing  of  500  copies  of  two  tables 
recently  prepared  by  the  Auditor  of  State,  was  ordered. 
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The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Booth  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  FORTY-FIVE  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Leaves  of  absence  were  granted  to  Messrs.  Hart  and  Ehlert  for 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leeding,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  President  announced  to  the  Board  that  he  was  advised  by  the 
Attorney-General  of  Ohio,  that  the  Supreme  Court  having  handed  down 
a  decision  sustaining  the  Auditor  of  Hamilton  county  in  the  returns  now 
before  this  Board,  that  the  injunction  heretofore  issued  had  been  this 
day  dissolved,  and  that  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  was  therefore 
released  from  any  restraint  in  considering  the  valuations  of  Hamilton 
county  as  now  before  it. 

The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Booth  in  the  chair. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  i,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The   Board   met  pursuant   to  adjournment,   with   President   Bates 
in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  for  Tuesday  nexi. 

The  Board,  having  completed  the  regular  order,  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  second  consideration  of  the  valua- 
tion of  farm  lands,  with  Mr.  Barnett  in  the  chair. 
6    p.  s.  B.  E. 
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TEN-FORTY   O'CLOCK   A     M. 

The  commute  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Crater  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn  until  Tuesday  morning 
at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
taken  and  resulted — Yeas  14,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were : — Messrs.  Barnett,  Chap- 
man, Crater.  Horn,  Ketercr,  McKinncy.  Oskamp,  Pringle,  Ritchie,  Shel- 
don, Snyder,  Stuart.  Taylor,  Mr.  President — 14. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were : — Messrs.  Booth,  Chenoweth, 
Crawford,  Denny,  Diem,  Fisher,  Leeding,  Xewton,  Patterson,  Quell- 
horst,  Skelton,  Walker — 12. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to  ,and  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


I 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  5,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  being  called  to  order  by  the 
Clerk,  in  the  absence  of  the  presiding  officers. 

Mr.  Ehlert  moved  that  Mr.  Walker  be  called  to  the  chair,  which 
motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Walker  was  elected  tem- 
jx>rary  chairman. 

The  journal  of  March  1  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr.  Skelton  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  THIRTY  ()  CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Indefinite  leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Walker  on  account  of 
sickness. 

The  Clerk  was  ordered  to  telegraph  Mr.  Westgerdes  as  to  his 
special  orders  for  to-morrow  and  an  inquiry  as  to  the  time  of  his  prob- 
able return. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O'CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  immediately  resolved 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr. 
Skelton  in  the  chair. 
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FOUR  FORTY-FIVE  O'CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  6,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  Mr.  Walker,  temporary 
chairman,  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

A  communication  from  a  committee  representing  the  village  of  Har- 
rods,  in  Allen  county,  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McKinney  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  Thrusday  and 
Friday  and  Mr.  Chapman  for  to-day. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr.  Hicks  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY    A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Skelton  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

30.  Resolved,  That  200  copies  of  a  table  of  increase  or  decrease  in  population 
and  showing  the  per  capita  valuation  of  1890  and  1900,  as  prepared  by  the  first 
assistant  clerk,   be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  Board. 

Mr.  Snyder  offered  the  following  resolution: 

31.  Whereas.  The  calendar  is  rapidly  being  filled  with  assignments  for 
special  hearings ;  and 

Whereas.  It  is  desirable  that  the  members  of  this  Board  should  have  a  suit- 
able opportunity  to  weiirh  »he  testimony  presented  by  visiting  delegations:  There- 
fore. 

Resolved.  That  hereafter,  when  a  delegation  shall  appear  before  this  Board 
in  any  interest,  that  the  county,  village  or  city  in  whose  behalf  such  delegation 
appears,  shall  not  be  disposed  of  until  the  third  day  after  such  hearing  shall 
have  been  had ;  and 

Resolved.  That  when  a  county,  village  or  city  shall  come  before  the  Board 
by  delegation,  the  said  county,  city,  or  village  shall,  as  soon  as  the  hearing  is  com- 
pleted, be  made  a  special  order  for  the  third  day  thereafter,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed 
at  the  time  the  motion  is  made ;  and  that  no  motion  for  further  increase  or  decrease 
in  the  valuation  of  such  county,  village  or  city,  shall  be  considered  by  the  board 
or  in  committee,  until  such  special  order  is  regularly  reached  on  the  calendar. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  p  m. 
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WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  27,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day  (being  the  con- 
sideration of  cities  under  Rule  35),  with  Mr.  Rorick  in  the  chair. 


TWELVE  O  CLOCK,    NOON. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Rorick 
in  the  chair. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Snyder  moved  that  Rule  36  be  suspended  at  this  time  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  that  the  Committee  now  return  to  the  second 
consideration  of  valuations  beginning  with  Rule  32,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote  of  all  members  elected 
to  the   Board. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Chapman  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rorick  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY.  FEBRUARY  28,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  printing  of  500  copies  of  two  tables 
recently  prepared  by  the  Auditor  of  State,  was  ordered. 
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The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Booth  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  FORTY-FIVE  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Leaves  of  absence  were  granted  to  Messrs.  Hart  and  Ehlert  for 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leeding,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  President  announced  to  the  Board  that  he  was  advised  by  the 
Attorney-General  of  Ohio,  that  the  Supreme  Court  having  handed  down 
a  decision  sustaining  the  Auditor  of  Hamilton  county  in  the  returns  now 
before  this  Board,  that  the  injunction  heretofore  issued  had  been  this 
day  dissolved,  and  that  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  was  therefore 
released  from  any  restraint  in  considering  the  valuations  of  Hamilton 
county  as  now  before  it. 

The  Board  then  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Booth  in  the  chair. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman,  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  1,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates 
in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  for  Tuesday  nexi. 

The  Board,  having  completed  the  regular  order,  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  second  consideration  of  the  valua- 
tion of  farm  lands,  with  Mr.  Barnett  in  the  chair. 

6    p.  s.  B.  B. 
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TWO  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  with  President  Bates  in  the  chair. 
The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  order  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Hicks  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 


FOUR  FORTY-FIVE  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Guilbcrt  sent  to  the  clerk's  desk  the  following  communication, 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  Journal : 

Columbus,  Ohio,  March  6,   1901. 
To  the  Decennial  State  Board  of  Equalization ,  Columbus,  Ohio: 

(iF.ntlkmkn  —  Your  inquiry  of  this  date  is  at  hand.  The  question  propounded 
is  whether  your  hoard  as  a  hoard  of  equalization,  can  take  the  coal  lands  of  the 
State  (if  Ohio  and  equalize  their  values  separate  and  distinct  from  the  other  lands 
of  the  State.  In  my  opinion  this  cannot  be  done.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
law  by  which  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  equalizes  the  taxable  values  of  the 
lands  of  the  State,  it  must  deal  with  each  county  or  town  as  a  unit.  It  cannot 
take  particular  tracts  of  land  in  any  town  and  increase  or  diminish  the  value  as 
placed  u]M>n  them  by  the  local  l>oard  of  equalization.  You  may  raise  the  aggregate 
taxable  value  of  the  real  estate  of  a  town,  or  reduce  it,  as,  in  your  judgment, 
the  circumstances  warrant.  To  that  extent,  the  coal  lands  of  that  particular  town 
or  township  would  be  affected.  Hut  to  no  other  or  greater  extent  can  you  affect 
the  value  of  the  coal  lands. 

1  understand  the  statement  is  made  that  the  coal  lands  in  some  of  the  counties 
have  been  valued  excessively  high  by  the  local  boards.  If  that  is  the  case,  the 
only  remedy  that  the  owners  have,  will  be  to  apply  to  the  board  of  revision  for  a 
reduction  of  the  values  of  such  lands.  Where  the  coal  is  owned  by  one  person 
and  the  fee  of  the  soil  by  another,  the  coal  and  the  fee  are  appraised  separately. 
The  provisions  of  Section  2792.  in  my  opinion,  would  warrant  the  board  of  revision 
in  treating  the  number  of  acres  of  coal  in  that  place  that  have  been  appraised  and 
returned  by  the  assessors,  as  so  much  land,  subject  to  be  increased  or  decreased 
in  value  according  as  evidence  might  warrant.  and  to  these  local  boards  of  revision, 
owners  of  coal  who  feel  aggrieved  must  look  for  redress. 

Very  truly. 

J.  M.  Sheets,  Attorney  General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leeding  the  Hoard  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THt'RSPAY.  MARCH  7.   ujoi. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  Ikmiijj  disposed  of.  the  Hoard  was  resolved  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whok .  with  Mr.  Snvder  in  the  chair. 
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ELEVEN-FIFTY  O'CLOCK  A.   M 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oskamp  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  M. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

Mr.  Hart  offered  the  following  resolution: 

32.  Whereas,  The  calendar  is  becoming  crowded  with  matters  pressing  for 
consideration  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  not  probable  that  all  the  matters  set  for  consideration  on  a 
given  c'ay  can  be  reached  at  the  time,  or  on  the  day  originally  named,  for  consider- 
ation thereof;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  expressed  policy  of  this  Board  to  give  the  several  districts 
the  proper  precedence  in  the  order  of  their  consideration;   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  when  the  calendar  for  each  day  is  made  up  by  the  clerk  of 
the  Board  for  its  guidance  in  the  work  to  come  before  it,  he  shall  give  precedence 
to  the  unfinished  orders  on  the  calendar  for  the  expired  day  or  days,  until  the  same 
has  been  otherwise  disposed  of  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whote ;  and 

Resolved,  That  when  the  regular  order  is  interrupted  by  the  hearing  of  visit- 
ing delegations,  so  soon  as  the  said  delegations  have  finished  their  remarks,  the 
Board  shall  return  to  the  calendar  at  the  point  where  interrupted 

The  Board  resolved  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Snyder  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-FORTY-FIVE    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Ehlert  presented  a  general  invitation  to  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  to  visit  the  city  of  Toledo  on  Friday,  March  15,  which 
invitation  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  8,  1901. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  m 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  was  at  once  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  WhoI<\ 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Patterson  in  the  chair. 


8t>  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 

ELEVEN    O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oskamp  the  Board  adjourned  until  Tuesday  next 
at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Attest:  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  12,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  m 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  Friday,  March  8,  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of  the  Board  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Skelton 
in  the  chair. 


TWELVE   O  CLOCK,    XOON. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  1:30 
o'clock  p.  m. 


ONE-THIRTY    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Hoard  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

The  clerk  announced  the  receipt  of  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Westgerdcsr 
concerning  the  death  of  a  member  of  his  family  on  Friday  last,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hates  was  ordered  to  answer  the  communication  with  a  tele- 
gram expressing  the  sympathy  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Board. 

The  Hoard  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
ih.»  orders  oi  the  day.  with  Mr.  Chapman  in  the  chair. 


ForR-THIRTY   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again, 
which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Sheldon  moved  that  the  Board  be  resolved  into  the  Committee 
oi  the  Whole,  finding  which  motion. 

(  »n  motion  oi  Mr.  Guillen,  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey.  Clerk. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  13,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Oskamp  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Whereas,  The  session  of  the  Board  expires  by  limitation  on  the  6th  day  of 
May  next;  and 

Whereas,   The  time  left  for  its  deliberations  is  quite  short;  and 

Whereas,  Visiting  delegations  are,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  taking  up 
too  much  of  its  time,  in  expatiating  upon  their  grievances,  thus  hampering  the 
Board  in  the  work  necessary  to  be  performed;  Therefore,   be  it  hereby 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  this  date,  each  delegation  shall  be  limited  to 
but  two  speakers,  who  shall  each  be  allowed  not  to  exceed  fifteen  minutes  in  which 
to  stat*»  their  reasons  for  asking  for  relief. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  required  to  so  notify  each  delegation  of  such 
limitation  as  to  time,  before  the  hearing. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  "limited"  to  and  including  the  word  "minutes,"  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  words"  "allowed  one  hour  without  interruption"  and  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "delegation"  the  words  "except  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Cuyahoga,  Hamilton,  Lucas,  Montgomery  or  Franklin,  or  from 
cities  within  those  counties." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks  the  resolution,  with  pending  amendment, 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-FIFTY   O'CLOCK  A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  McKinney  was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  the  balance  of  the 
week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leeding  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m.  i 


TWO  O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  immediately  resolved 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair. 
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FOUR-FORTY-FIVE   O'CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denny  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  14,  1901. 

nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Crawford  in  the  chair. 


TWELVE  O  CLOCK,   NOON. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress  through  its  chairman  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Rorick  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted 
by  a  standing  vote : 

34.  Whereas,  In  the  death  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Ex-President  of  the 
United  States,  the  whole  country  has  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  citizen  of 
pre-eminent  ability,  of  distinguished  patriotism  and  of  ripe  and  educated  Ameri- 
canism ;  and  

Whereas,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  members  of  this  Board  both  as  private  citizens 
and  as  public  servants,  to  express  a  fitting  sense  of  the  bereavement  felt  by  the 
immediate  family  of  the  ex-president,  by  the  community  which  he  honored  with 
his  presence  and  by  these  United  States  in  his  removal  from  the  scenes  of  his  loyal 
and  patriotic  activities;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  slight  token  of  the  respect  in  which  his  memory  is  held, 
and  as  a  modest  tribute  to  his  record  as  the  President  of  the  American  Republic, 
as  a  Senator  from  Indiana,  as  a  man  and  as  a  true  and  worthy  citizen,  the  flag  of 
this  Board  be  placed  at  half-mast  on  the  Capitol  Building,  and  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  is  so  directed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  rn. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.    M. 


The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess  and  was  resolved  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Crawford  in 
the  chair. 
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FOUR-FORTY-FIVE   ©'CLOCK    P.    M.     . 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnett  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  15,  1901. 

nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Rorick  for  to-day. 

The  regular  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  re- 
solved into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  will 
Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  A     M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnett  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  Tuesday  next,  to  enable  the  members  to  leave  the  city  on  a 
visit  to  the  city  of  Toledo,  an  invitation  for  which  had  been  tendered 
and  accepted  on  the  6th  day  of  this  month. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  19,  1901. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  pro  tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  order  of  the  day,  with  Mr. 
Newton  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  FORTY-FIVE  A.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
p.  m.  I 
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TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  resolved  into  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  with  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair. 


FOUR  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress,, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Walker  offered  the  following  resolution: 

.'*.■#.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Board,  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mit n-*-  on  Claims,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Board,  is  hereby  appointed  a  committee 
of  th pi-  lo  have  charge  of  the  printing  of  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  this 
fioard.  anrl  to  determine  the  nature  of  its  appendices,  its  indexes  and  illustrations, 
and   to     uprrintend   its  distribution;  and 

Kranlnul.  That  the  clerk  of  the  Board  is  hereby  directed  to  prepare  the  said 
journal,  its  tables,  appendixes,  illustrations  and  other  contents  under  the  direction 
of  th«-  said  committee  after  the  adjournment,  to  read  the  proof  of  the  same  and 
to  -np«:rintend  its  publication  and  distribution  as  hereafter  ordered;  and 

/''rmk-rtJ .  That  the  necessary  compensation  for  clerical  services  rendered  under 
flii  ■  p:-.olutioii.  shall  be  certified  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims 
io  th«:  Auditor  of  State,  and  shall  be  paid  by  him.  on  the  voucher  of  the  Presi- 
de m  of  this  Hoard,  from  funds  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Board. 

Tin*  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (No.  35),  the 
y«as  ;md  na\s  were  demanded  and  taken,  and  resulted  —  Yeas  23,  nays  oF. 
an  follows: 

I  liosr  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Chapman,  Chen- 
o*\hIi,  (  rater.  Crawford,  Denny,  Diem,  Ehlert,  (iuilbert.  Hart,  Horn, 
fording.  Mc-Kinney,  Xewton,  ( )skamp,  Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Ritchie,  Shel- 
don. Ski-lion,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Walker,  Westgerdes,  Mr.  President  —  23.. 

So  tin-  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horn  the  Hoard  adjourned. 

Au*--t  :  E.  H.  Gilkky,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  20,  1901. 

mm:  o'clock  a.  m. 

'J  In-  Hoard  inn  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Rates  iir 
i!h-  <  ti;iir. 

J  In-  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Ilir  regular  order  being-  disposed  of,  the  Hoard  was  resolved  into 
tin-  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Ehlert 
in  the  chair. 
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ELEVEN  THIRTY  OCLOCK  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through,  its  chairman  reported  progress,, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
Mr.  Hart  offered  the  following  resolution : 

30.  Whereas,  Section  2818  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Ohio  as*  amended 
(O.  L.  vol.  94,  p.  337)  by  the  recent  General  Assembly,  provides,  among  other  re- 
strictions governing  this  State  Board  of  Equalization,  that  it  shall  close  its  session 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  May;  and 

Whereas,  Through  the  delays  caused  by  the  local  officials  in  returning  the 
facts  upon  which  this  Board  must  pass  in  the  performance  of  its  official  duty,  it 
cannot  well  bring  its  session  to  a  close  at  an  earlier  day  than  the  one  named  in  the 
above  section  ;  Therefore , 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  desire  of  this  Board  to  close  this  session  at  the  earliest 
practicable  day  in  which  it  can  be  done  without  injustice  to  the  State  and  to  the  land 
owners  of  Ohio ;  and 

Resolved,  That  in  order  that  the  work  may  proceed  as  uninterruptedly  as 
possible  in  the  closing  days  of  the  session,  the  hearing  of  visiting  delegations  will 
close  with  the  second  call  of  farms,  villages  and  cities,  and  no  hearings  will  be 
granted  during  the  third  or  finishing  call  of  the  farms,  villages  or  cities,  unless, 
in  case  of  excessive  grievance,  the  Board  may  suspend  this  rule  for  the  time  being; 
and 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  close  its  session  and  adjourn  sine  die  at 
twelve  o'clock  midnight*  on  Monday  May  6,  1901. 

Mr.  Leeding  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  on  which 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  taken  and  resulted  — 
Yeas  ii,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were:  Messrs.  Barnett,  Crater,. 
Crawford,  Ehlert,  Fisher,  Horn,  Keterer,  Leeding,  Pringle,  Quellhorst,. 
Westgerdes —  11. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were :  Messrs.  Chenoweth,  Denny, 
Guilbert,  Hart,  Xewton,  Oskamp,  Ritchie,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Sny- 
der, Stuart,  Taylor,  Walker,  Mr.  President  —  15. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution 
was  postponed  until  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

Mr.  Rorick  offered  the  following  resolution: 

37.  Whereas.  The  statuary  limitation  of  the  session  of  this  Board  is  rapidly 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  "a  considerable  amount  of  valuable  time  has  been  consumed 
by  unnecessarily  extending  the  discussions  by  delegations,  and' that  it  is  believed 
that  ordinarily  the  important  points  can  be  discussed  in  much  less  time  than  has  in 
the  past  been  consumed:  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  time  for  hearing  delegations  be  hereafter  limited  to  forty- 
five  minutes  without  interruption. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher,  the  further  consideration  of  the  said  res- 
olution was  postponed  until  two-fifteen  o'clock  p.  m. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Hoard  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
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FOIR   THIRTY    O'CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Board  adjourned. 
Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  29,  iyoi. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  pro  tem. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  until  Wednesday  was  granted  to  Messrs.  West- 
gerdes,  Fisher,  Barnctt,  Ritchie,  Xewton,  Quellhorst  and  Crawford. 

The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved 
into  the  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  order  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Walker 
in  the  chair. 


ELEYEN-TWENTY-FIVE   O  CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

( >n  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  A.  M., 
on  Tuesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


Tl'KSDAY.  APRIL  2,  1001. 

NINE    O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Poard  was  resolved 
into  the  committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Craw- 
ford in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY.  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
anil  a>ked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

t  >n  motion  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  Hoard  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 

I'.   M. 
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TWO  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess^  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Crawford 
in  the  chair. 


FOUR   O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committe  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  3,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  at  once  resolved  itself  into  the  committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Stuart  in  the  chair. 


TWELVE  O  CLOCK,   NOON. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave'  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess, 

Mr.  Chapman  offered  the  following  resolution. 

38.  Resolved,  That  in  cases  where  this  Board  accepts  invitations  to  visit  and 
inspect  the  real  property  of  any  city  or  county  in  this  State  before  taking  final  action 
on  the  valuation  of  the  same,  that  no  further  vote  shall  be  taken  on  the  valuation  of 
said  property  until  after  the  lapse  of  at  least  five  days  from  the  termination  of  said 
visit  of  inspection. 

The  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

There  being  no  miscellaneous  business  to  come  before  the  Board, 
it  was  resolved  into  the  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day, 
with  Mr.  Stuart  in  the  chair. 

7    p.  s.  B.  K. 
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TUESDAY,  MARCH  26,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Booth  for  to-day  on  account 
•of  sickness  in  his  family,  and  to  Mr.  Chapman  on  account  of  private 
■business. 

There  being  no  miscellaneous  business,  the  Board  was  resolved  into 
*he  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Denny 
in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Fisher  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  strike  out  "2"  p.  m.  and  insert  "i"  p.  m., 
which  was  disagreed  to,  and  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  with  President  Bates  in  the  chair. 
The  Board  was  at  once  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  orders  of  the  dav,  with  Mr.  Dennv  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  P.   M 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Leave  of  absence  until  Thursday  was  granted  Mr.  Quellhorst  on 
account  of  a  death  in  his  family. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  27.   iyoi. 

nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Mc- 
Kinnev  in  the  chair. 
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ELEVEN-THIRTY  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  McKinney 
in  the  chair. 


FOUR-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  P.  M 

The  Committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnett  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  28,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  m^t  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  pro  tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

There  being  no  miscellaneous  business  before  the  Board,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  committee  of  the  Whole  with  Mr.  Skelton  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN    THIRTY    O CLOCK    A    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Leave  of  absence  granted  to  Mr.  Horn  for  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO    ()  CLOCK    1\    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  with  President  pro  tern  Hart  in 
the  chair. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  Denny  for  to-day. 

The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Skelton  in  the  chair. 
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FOUR    THIRTY    O'CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Board  adjourned. 
Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  29,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  pro  tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  until  Wednesday  was  granted  to  Messrs.  West- 
gerdes,  Fisher,  Barnett,  Ritchie,  Newton,  Quellhorst  and  Crawford. 

The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved 
into  the  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  order  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Walker 
in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-TWENTY-FIVE   O  CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  a.  m., 
on  Tuesday  next. 

Attest:  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  2,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved 
into  the  committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Craw- 
ford in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY.  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock 
p.  M. 
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TWO   O'CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess^  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Crawford 
in  the  chair. 


FOUR   O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committe  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  3,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  Bates  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  at  once  resolved  itself  into  the  committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Stuart  in  the  chair. 


TWELVE  O  CLOCK,   NOON. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO   O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess, 

Mr.  Chapman  offered  the  following  resolution. 

38.  Resolved,  That  in  cases  where  this  Board  accepts  invitations  to  visit  and 
inspect  the  real  property  of  any  city  or  county  in  this  State  before  taking  final  action 
on  the  valuation  of  the  same,  that  no  further  vote  shall  be  taken  on  the  valuation  of 
said  property  until  after  the  lapse  of  at  least  five  days  from  the  termination  of  said 
visit  of  inspection. 

The  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

There  being  no  miscellaneous  business  to  come  before  the  Board, 
it  was  resolved  into  the  committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day, 
with  Mr.  Stuart  in  the  chair. 

7     p.  s.  B.  K. 
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THREE   O'CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Skelton  moved  that  the  Board  again  resolve  itself  into  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  continue  the  unfinished  business  on  the  calendar, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Board  resumed  its  session  as  the  committee 
of  the  Whole,  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-FIFTEEN    O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

39.  Whereas,  Section  2818  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Ohio  as  amended  in 
April  1900,  provides  that  the  sessions  of  this  Board  shall  close  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  May;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  desire  of  this  Board  to  close  its  session  at  the  earliest 
possible  day  in  which  it  can  be  done  without  injustice  to  the  property  owners  of  the 
State  of  Ohio;  and 

Whereas,  The  hearing  of  delegations  has  consumed  too  great  a  part  of  the 
time  of  this  Board  in  time  past,  and  the  demands  of  prospective  delegations  are 
being  constantly  received;  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  no  delegations  will  be  accorded  a  hearing  before  this  Board 
after  the  fifteenth  day  of  April ;  and 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  will  adjourn  sine  die  not  later  than  the  hour  of 
midnight  on  Monday  the  6th  day  of  May. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (No  39),  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken  and  resulted — Yeas  23,  Nays  4  as 
follows : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlert,  Guilbert, 
Hart,  Leeding,  McKinney,  Newton,  Oskamp,  Patterson,  Ritchie,  Rorick, 
Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Walker,  Waller,  Westgerdes 
and  Mr.  President — 23. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Crater,  Fisher  and  Hicks — 4. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  200  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
of  a  table  showing  the  status  of  the  Farm  Lands  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
second  call. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnett  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 
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THURSDAY,  APRIL  4,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK  A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  pro  tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Bates  until  Tuesday  next  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  been  called  to  Cleveland  by  business  of  importance. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN -THIRTY  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  p.  m. 


TWO    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pusuant  to  recess,  and  was  at  once  resolved  into  the 
committee  of  the  Whole  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-THIRTY  O  CLOCK   P.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Rorick  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn  until  Tuesday  morning 
next  at  9  o'clock,  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
taken  and  resulted — Yeas  9,  nays  14,  as  follows. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Chenoweth,  Crater,  Denny,  Hicks,  Horn,  Pringle,  Quell- 
horst,  Stuart  and  Westgerdes — 9. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Crawford,  Hart,  Leeding,  Newton,  Patterson,  Rit- 
chie, Rorick,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Taylor,  Walker  and  Waller — 14. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk, 
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[^   -  "  '  '    ''  FRIDAY,  APRIL  5,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  pro  tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  of  business  having  been  disposed  of,  on  motion 
the  Board  was  resolved  into  the  committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr.  Horn 
in  the  chair. 


TEN-THIRTY    O  CLOCK    A.    M. 

Mr.  Horn  having  to  leave  the  city  during  the  morning  hour,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  progress,  and  resumed  its  sitting  with  Mr. 
Fisher  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN   O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sheldon  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  a.  m., 
of  Tuesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  9,  1901. 

nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  pro  tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Ketterer 
in  the  chair. 


eleven-thirty  o  clock  a.  m. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Bates,  for  the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
requested  the  Board  to  designate  the  train  on  which  the  members  would 
leave  for  the  city  of  Cleveland  on  the  tour  of  inspection  on  Friday  next, 
whereupon, 

Mr.  Booth  moved  that  the  Board  arrange  to  take  the  train  leaving 
Columbus  at  5:50  o'clock  p.  m.  and  that  it  would  return  to  Columbus 
on  the  train  leaving  Cleveland  at  noon  on  Monday. 
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Mr.  Newton  moved  to  strike  out  the  motion  relating  to  the  return 
at  noon  on  Monday  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "four  o'clock 
p.  m.  on  Monday." 

Mr.  Sheldon  moved  to  strike  out  all  reference  to  the  time  of  returning 
and  that  the  situation  be  left  to  develop  the  proper  hour  for  return 
during  the  trip. 

The  motions  of  Mr.  Booth  and  Mr.  Newton  were  withdrawn  and 
the  motion  as  stated  by  Mr.  Sheldon  was  adopted,  viz: 

That  the  Board  would  leave  Columbus  at  five-fifty  on  Friday  after- 
noon, to  return  at  an  hour  on  Monday  to  be  determined. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Quellhorst,  the  board  took  a  recess  until  two 
o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

Leaves  of  absence  were  announced  by  the  President,  as  follows: 
To  Mr.  Westgerdes  for  today,  on  account  of  sickness ;  to  Mr.  Chenoweth 
indefinitely,  on  account  of  a  death  in  his  family ;  to  Mr.  Ehlert  indefinitely 
on  account  of  personal  business. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
orders  of  the  day    with  Mr.  Ketterer  in  the  chair. 


FIVE-TEN  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horn  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  10,  1901. 

nine  o'clock  a.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  regular  order  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr. 
Hicks  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  1  '.30  o'clock 
p.  m. 
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ONE-THIRTY  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Hicks 
in  the  chair. 


FOUR-THIRTY  P.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Crawford  moved  that  the  committee  adjourn  until  tomorrow 
morning  at  eight-thirty  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oskamp  the  motion  was  amended  so  that  the 
Board  adjourn  until  9  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

And  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  n,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Guilbert  handed  up  and  had  read  at  the  clerk's  desk  an  opinion 
received  from  the  Attorney  General  of  Ohio  bearing  on  the  questions  of 
adjournment,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Grand  Aggregate  which  was 
ordered  to  be  spread  upon  the  journal,  and  is  as  follows : 

POWERS  OF  STATE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION  AND  COUNTY  AND 
CITY  BOARDS  OF  REVISION. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  April  o,  igoi. 

Hon.  IV.  D.  Guilbert,  Auditor  of  State,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir:  —  In  your  communication  of  March  28th,  you  request  of  this 
office  a  written  opinion  on  two  questions,  viz: 

1.  Should  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  continue  its  sessions  beyond  the 
date  fixed  by  Statute  for  the  adjournment  of  said  Board,  would  the  acts  performed 
by  said  Board  after  said  date  be  legal? 

2.  What  are  the  powers  of  decennial  county  and  city  boards  of  revision? 
Section  2818,  R.  S..  as  amended  April  16,  1900  (94  O.  L.,  337),  contains  the 

following  provision  relative  to  the  date  of  adjournment  of  the  State  Board  of  Equali- 
zation: 

"The  said  board  shall  meet  at  Columbus  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December, 
Nineteen  Hundred,  and  every  tenth  year  thereafter,  and  shall  close  its  session* 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in   May  then  next  tollowing." 

The  language  of  this  stateute  is  mandatory.  The  date  on  which  the  Board 
shall  meet  as  well  as  the  latest  date  on  which  they  shall  adjourn,  is  stated  in  pla<n 
and  unmistakable  terms.  I  am  aware  that  statutes  prescribing  the  time  within 
which  an  act  shall  be  done  are  usually  construed  as  directory  merely.  The  Su- 
preme Court  of  Wisconsin  states  the  rule  concerning  such  statutes  as  follows: 


STATE    HOARD    OF    EQUALIZATION. 


4iThat  when  there  it  no  substantial  reason  why  the  thing  to  be  done  might  qq| 
as  well  be  done  after  the  time  prescribed  as  before,  no  presumption  that  by  allow- 
ing it  ro  be  so  done  it  may  work  an  injury  or  wrong,  nothing  in  the  act  itself,  or 
in  other  acts  relating  to  the  same  subject-matter,  indicating  that  the  legislature 
did  not  intend  that  it  should  rather  be  done  after  the  time  prescribed  than  not  be 
done  at  all  there  the  courts  assume  that  the  intent  was  jhat  if  not  done  within  the 
time  prescribed  it  might  be  done  afterwards,  But  when  any  of  these  reasons  inter- 
vene, then  the  limit  is  established  "     State  v.   Lean,  9  Wis.,  279. 

This  rule  is  quoted  with  approval  by  Judge  Cooley  in  his  work  on  Constitu- 
tional Limitations  at  p.  9*2,  and  this  author  then  proceeds  to  re-state  the  rule  as 
follows: 

"Those  directions  which  are  not  of  essence  of  the  thing  to  be  done,  but 
which  are  given  with  a  view  merely  to  the  proper,  orderly,  and  prompt  conduct 
of  the  business,  and  by  a  failure  to  obey  which  the  rights  of  those  interested  will 
not  be  prejudiced,  arc  not  commonly  to  be  regarded  as  mandatory;  and  if  the  act 
is  performed,  but  not  in  the  time  or  precise  mode  indicated,  it  may  still  be  sufficient, 
if  that  time  which  is  done  accomplishes  the  substantial  purpose  of  the  statute. But 
this  rule  pre-supposes  that  no  negative  words  are  employed  in  the  statute  which 
expressly  or  by  necessary  implication  forbid  the  doing  of  the  act  at  any  other  time 
or  in  any  other  manner  than  as  directed.  Even  as  thus  laid  down  and  restricted, 
the  doctrine  is  one  to  be  applied  with  much  circumspection;  for  it  is  not  to  he 
denied  that  the  courts  have  sometimes,  in  their  anxiety  to  sustain  the  proceedings 
of  careless  and  incompetent  officers,  gone  very  far  in  substituting  a  judicial  view 
or  what  was  essential  for  that  declared  by  the  legislatn 

These  citations  may  be  extended  indefinitely,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  above 
is  a  fair  statement  of  the  rule  of  construction  adopted  by  the  courts  in  relation  to 
sucb  statutes.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  this  is  only  a  rule  of  cattr- 
struction,  and  cannot  have  the  effect  to  override  the  intent  of  the  legislature.  If  in 
the  act  in  question  it  plainly  appears  that  the  legislature  intended  that  the  acts 
of  the  Board  of  Equalization  should  be  performed  within  the  time  limited  in  the 
the  statute  or  not  at  all*  then  there, is  no  occasion  for  the  application  of  any  other 
rule  of  construction  than  as  the  well  known  rule  that  the  intent  of  the  General 
Assembly  must  prevail,  In  order  to  discover  whether  such  was  the  intent  of  the 
legislature,  we  may  consider  the  phraseology  of  the  act,  its  nature  and  design, 
kindred  statutes,  and  the  consequences  that  will  follow  from  construing  it  one  way 
or  the  other. 

As  above  stated,  the  language  is  mandatory,  Not  only  so,  but  the  expression 
"on  or  before,"  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  legislature  considered  that  the 
time  given  was  not  only  ample,  but  probably  more  than  would  be  needed. 
It  has  frequency  been  held  by  the  courts  that  the  use  of  the  negative  *o*£i 
in  a  statute  suffice  to  make  a  statute  mandatory,  which  otherwise  would  be  di- 
rectly only.  Thus  if  a  statute  require  an  act  to  be  done  on  a  certain  day  "and 
not  otherwise/*  no  court  would  feel  at  liberty  to  say  that  the  act  provided  lor 
might  be  done  on  any  other  day  than  the  day  specified, 

The  legislature  by  the  use  of  such  negative  terms,  clearly  expresses  the  in- 
tent that  it  should  be  done  on  that  day.  It  seems  to  mc  that  the  use  of  that 
ex  predion  "on  or  before,'*  in  the  statute  under  consideration,  has  something  of 
the  same  effect  in  rendering  clear  the  intent  of  the  legislature  that  the  Board  of 
Equalization  should  adjourn  nut  later  than  the  day  fixed  in  the  statute. 

The  work  to  be  done  by  the  State  of  Board  Equalization  is  a  part  of  a  con- 
nected series  of  aci.^  ItfectiflAO  to  be  performed  to  secure  equality  in  the  burdens 
of  taxation.  It  has  its  appropriate  place  in  the  system  of  taxation,  both  in  point  of 
time  and  scope  ol  duty  It?  VOrkfl  cannot  be  done  until  after  the  completion  of 
the  work  of  the  county  and  city  boards  of  equalization,  and   tl.  of  such 

wurk   certified   to    the   auditor   of   state.     Neither   can   the    work  of    revision   by 
the  county  and  city  boards  properly  proceed  until  the  work  o  ft  he  Stale  Board  is 
tilled  bftCfc  to  the  county  audtiors*    The  county  boards  of  revision  are  author 
ized  to  begin  their  sessions  on  the  very  day  fixed  by  Matute  for  adjournment  of 
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the  Stale  Board.     Here  again  seems  to  be  evidenced  the  legislative  intent  thai  the 
State  Board  should  adjourn  not  later  than  the  first  Monday  of  May. 

The  end  towards  which  the  entire  scheme  decennial  appraisement  of  real 
property  tends,  is,  that  each  separate  parcel  ol  property  may  be  entered  upon 
the  tax  duplicate  of  its  appropriate  county,  at  its  true  value  in  money.  This  work 
of  entering  the  separate  tracts  of  real  estate  within  the  county  upon  the  tax  dupli- 
cates of  the  county;  devolves  upon  the  county  auditor.  Such  officer  cannot  pro- 
ceed with  the  work  of  making  up  the  tax  duplicates  for  the  use  of  the  treasurer 
in  the  collection  of  taxes  levied  for  the  year  1901,  until  he  has  the  results  of  the 
work  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization.  These  duplicates  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  county  treasurer  by  the  h>*t  of  October,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  it  requires  several  months'  time  for  their  preparation.  In  making 
up  the  duplicates  for  this  year  where  the  State  Board  has  changed  the  valuation, 
the  work  of  the  county  auditor  in  making  up  the  duplicates  will  be  materially 
creased  by  reason  of  the  tact  that  he  must  make  a  separate  computation  as  to  every 
piece  of  real  estate  within  his  county  in  order  to  make  the  additions  or  deduc- 
tions required  by  the  State  Board.  If  the  State  Board  can  continue  its  sessions 
a  single  day  over  the  time  limit  in  the  statutet  then  all  restrictions  are  removed, 
and  it  may  continue  a  month  or  a  year,  as  the  caprice  of  the  members  may  deter- 
mine. The  result  of  such  action  could  not  but  result  injuriously  to  every  interest 
of  the  State.  The  fact  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  State  Board  should  complete 
its  labors  before  other  officers  and  taxing  agents  can  perform  the  duties  devolved 
upon  them,  lends  additional  force  to  the  conclusion  that  the  legislature  intended 
the  act  prescribing  the  time  when  the  State  Board  should  adjourn,  to  be  man- 
datory. The  legislature  must  be  deemed  to  have  had  in  mind  all  of  these  im- 
portant interests  of  the  State  which  must  necessarily  suffer  if  the  sessions  of  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization  should  be  continued  indefinitely,  and  have  provided 
against  such  injurious  consequences  by  definitely  fixing  the  time  when  the  labors 
of  the  State  Board  must  be  concluded. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  case  falls  clearly  within  the  rules  stated  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Wisconsin  as  above  cited.  Thai  ht  there  seems  to  be  substantial 
reasons  why  the  work  of  the  State  Board  may  not  be  done  as  well  after  the  time 
prescribed  as  before.  Thai  there  is  a  presumption  that  by  allowing  it  to  be  done 
after  the  time,  it  will  work  an  injury.  That  other  acts  relating  to  the  subject  oi 
taxation  indicate  that  the  legislature  did  not  intend  that  the  work  of  the  State  Board 
should  be  extended  beyond  the  time  fixed  for  its  adjournment. 

In  view  of  the  important  character  of  the  work  to  be  performed  by  this  Board 
and  the  grave  consequences  that  would  follow  should  its  acts  be  held  invalid,  as 
well  as  the  almost  certainty  that  an  act  performed  by  it  after  the  time  fixed  for 
its  adjournment  will  be  attached  in  the  courts,  it  would  seem  that  the  \*otce  of 
prudence  would  indicate  that  the  Board  ought  to  adjourn  on  the  day  fixed  It 
is  not  safe  to  attempt  to  be  wiser  than  the  law,  Every  consideration  of  public 
lercst  and  official  duty  unite  in  admonishing  the  board  and  the  individual  members 
thereof  to  keep  strictly  within  the  limits  of  their  prescribed  powers  to  the  end  that 
their  work  may  successfully  withstand  attack  and  accomplish  what  the  legislature 
desiigneil  in  the  creation  of  the  board,  viz:  uniformity  of  taxation. 

Yew*  second  question  relating  to  the  powers  of  decennial  c.*unty  an«i 
board*  of  revision  may  be  answered  more  briefly.  Under  the  provision  of  the  Act 
Of  April  16,  IflOO  {M  0,  L,  24$),  the  decennial  county  and  city  boards  oi  equali- 
sation sit  as  boards  of  revision  when  notified  by  the  auditor  of  the  county  to  meet 
for  that  purpose.  The  auditor  ts  required  to  issue  this  notification  to  meet  as  a 
board  of  remioti  if  any  complaint  has  been  tiled  with  him  against  any  valuation 
OH  Of  before  April  15,  if  a  county  board,  on  May  U  v  board; or  the  auditor 

may,  ii  be  de?  rds  on  his  own  motion,  and  without 
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any  complaints  being  filed  with  him  for  that  purpose..  Touching  the  duties  and 
powers  of  such  boards,  the  act  provides, 

"The  board  of  revision  shall  investigate  all  such  complaints  and  all  com- 
plaints against  any  valuation  filed  with  it  as  a  board,  or  made  by  the  county  auditoi , 
and  may  increase  or  decrease  any  valuation  complained  of  and  no  others." 

It  is  manifest  therefore,  that  to  give  the  board  of  revision  jurisdiction  over 
the  valuation  of  any  property,  it  is  necessary  either  that  complaints  should  be  filed 
against  such  valuation  by  some  person  interested  in  having  such  valuation  cither 
increased  or  diminished,  or  that  complaint  should  be  made  as  to  such  valuation 
by  the  county  auditor  to  make  such  complaints,  hence,  I  see  no  reason  why  he  can- 
not complain  of  the  valuation  of  each  and  every  piece  of  property  in  a  town- 
ship or  other  taxing  district.  However,  the  further  provision  of  the  statute  would 
neccessarily  have  to  be  complied  with  in  such  a  case,  viz: 

"No  valuation,  as  fixed  by  the  board  of  equalization,  shall  be  increased  by 
the  board  of  revision,  in  any  case,  except  upon  reasonable  notice  as  prescribed 
by  this  chapter,  to  all  persons  directly  interested." 

The  powers  of  such  boards  sitting  as  boards  of  revision,  are  not  greater  how- 
ever, than  their  powers  as  board  of  equalization.  It  is  specially  provided  by  Section 
2814-a.  (94  O.  L.  247), 

"Said  board  shall  in  all  respects  be  governed  by  the  laws  in  force  governing 
the  valuing  of  real  property,  and  shall  make  no  change  in  any  valuation  complained 
of  except  in  accordance  with  such  laws,  and  subject  to  the  laws  regulating  and 
restricting  the  limit  of  equalization." 

One  of  the  important  provisions  regulating  and  restricting  the  limit  of  equal- 
ization by  county  and  city  boards  is  that  said  boards 

"Shall  not  reduce  the  aggregate  value  of  the  county  below  the  aggregate  value 
thereof,  as  returned  by  the  assessors,  with  the  additions  made  thereto  by  the 
auditor." 

This  power,  being  denied  the  board  as  a  board  of  equalization,  cannot  be 
exercised  by  such  board  when  sitting  as  a  board  of  revision. 

You  further  inquire  whether  this  office  still  adheres  to  the  opinion  formerly 
rendered  you  to  the  effect  that  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  should  maintain 
the  aggregate  valuation  of  the  real  property  of  the  state  as  returned  by  the  county 
auditors.  We  have  not  changed  our  views  in  respect  to  this  proposition  in  the 
least.  We  stated  then  and  we  reaffirm  it  now,  that  there  is  no  power  in  the 
State  Board  either  to  increase  or  decrease  the  grand  aggregate.  Of  course  we 
expect  a  reasonable  construction  to  be  placed  upon  this  language.  The  principle 
thus  announced  could  not  be  literally  enforced.  The  variation  of  a  few  dollars 
either  way  could  not  be  destructive  of  the  principle,  but  a  substantial  compliance 
with  this  requirement  can  be,  and  ought  to  be  secured.  At  least,  the  variations 
from  the  grand  aggregate  as  returned  by  the  county  auditors,  ought  not  to  be  so 
marked  as  to  evince  a  deliberate  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  State  Board  to  totally 
disregard  such  grand  aggregate,  and  to  fix  a  new  valuation  upon  the  property 
of  the  state. 

I  need  not  repeat  what  was  said  in  the  former  opinion,  but  a  few  additional 
suggestions  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

An  examination  into  the  history  of  the  statute  creating  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization  will  disclose  that  the  power  of  that  Board  to  change  the  grand 
aggregate  of  the  valuations  of  the  state,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  reducing  the 
grand  aggregate,  has  always  been  carefully  guarded.  In  the  original  act  of  April 
5,    1859   (56  O.   L.,    195)   is  contained  this  provision: 

"They  shall  not  reduce  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  real  estate  property 
of  the  state  as  returned  by  the  county  auditors,  more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars." 

In  the  amendment  of  this  Act  May,  1808,  (50  O.  L.,  195),  the  same  provision 
is  found,  while  in  the  amendment  of  this  Section  of  April  11,  1889  (O.  L.,  230),  the 
following  provision  is  found  in  relation  to  the  power  of  the  State  Board  to  change 
the  grand  aggregate: 
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**If  in  their  judgment,  the  aggregate  value  of  all  the  real  value  of  the  state, 
as  relumed  by  the  county  auditors,  is  above  or  below  its  true  value  in  money,  thc_v 
may  increase  or  reduce  it,  but  such  increase  or  reduction  shall  not  exceed  twelve 
and  one-half  percentum  of  said  aggregate:  provided,  that  if  any  increase  ur 
reduction  shall  be  made  in  the  valuation  of  the  grand  aggregate  k  shall  only  be 
made  after  the  equalization  of  all  the  counties  of  the  state;  and  when  such  increase 
or  reduction  is  made,  it  shall  be  the  same  per  cent  of  the  equalized  valuation  in  every 
county  of  the  tfftte. 

It  therefore  appears  that  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  has  never  been  clothed 
with  the  absolute  power  to  make  such  change  in  the  grand  aggregate  valuation 
of  the  state  as  it  might  desire.  By  the  former  statutes  above  quoted,  It  was  author- 
ized to  make  a  reduction  not  exceeding  ten  millions  of  dollars,  while  by  the 
latter  iict,  above  quoted,  it  was  authorized  to  make  either  an  increase  or  reduc- 
tion within  the  limit  of  twelve  and  one-half  percentum  of  the  grand  aggregate.  But. 
in  this  Act  it  was  specially  provided, 

"That  if  any  increase  or  reduction  shall  he  made  in  the  valuation  of  the  grand 
aggregate,  it  shall  only  be  made  after  the  cqmUmtioM  of  alt  the  counties  of  the 
state. 

Stronger  language  could  not  be  used  to  show  the  legislative  intent  that  the 
process  of  equalization  should  be  complete  before  any  change  could  be  made  in 
the  grand  aggregate.  This  power  to  change  the  grand  lggregatc  having  been 
eliminate  from  the  statute,  no  power  remains  in  the  Board,  except  the  power  k> 
equalize.  To  equalize  docs  not  imply  to  create  a  new  valuation.  The  exercise 
of  such  power  would  change  the  Board  from  a  board  of  equalisation  to  a  boar. 
real  estate  appraisers, 

The  Act  of  April  11,  1889,  above  quoted,  authorizing  an  increase  or  reduction 
in  the  grand  aggregate  within  the  limits  of  twelve  and  one-half  percentum,  must 
be  considered  as  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Board  of  Equalization,  and  not  as  a  limita- 
tion upon  the  power  already  possessed  by  said  Board.  The  repeal  of  this  provision 
by  the  bsi  IrKislatu  e  takes  from  the  Board  the  power  thus  conferred. 

The  State  Board  is  thus  confronted  by  two  important  questions, 

The  date  upon  which  the  said  Board  shall  adjourn,  and 

The  maintenance  of  the  grand  aggregate. 

Tin-  validity  of  the  work  of  the  Board  will,  in  our  judgment,  depend  largely 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  Board  meets  these  two  questions.  The  people  ol  the 
state  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  work  of  the  State  Board  will  inure  to  their 
benefit.  One  course  is  open  to  the  Board  that  is  free  from  all  doubt  or  danger, 
that  course  i*  to  comply  strictly  with  the  provisions  of  the  statute. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  issues  involved,  no  nan  could  be  regarded 
ti  a  safe  counsellor  who  would  advise  any  other  course  than  the  one  that  is  securr 
from  all  uncertainty  and  danger. 

Very  truly, 

J,  M.  Sheets, 
A  Horn  ey-Cenera  L 

The  above  opinion  was  submitted  to  me  during *its  course  of  preparation,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  approved. 

J,  E.  Todd, 
Assistant  Attorney-GeneraL 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Skelton  500  copies  of  the  opinion  were  ordered  to 

be  printed  for  the  guidance  of  the  members  of  the  Board  and  for  the 

rtrftl  state  and  county  officers  who  would  be  guided  thereby  in  the 

further  work  of  placing  upon  the  duplicate  in  the  several  taxing  districts, 

the  tax  values  of  real  estate  for  the  ensuing  decennial  period. 

The  Hoard  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  QucUhorst  in  the  chair. 
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ELEVEN  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Booth,  amended  by  Mr.  Oskamp,  the  board  took 
a  recess  until  two  o'clock  p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  further  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr. 
Quellhorst  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress,, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  tomorrow. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  12,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  .was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Snyder  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN  FORTY-FIVE  O  CLOCK  A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  at  once  resolved  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  orders  of 
the  day,  with  Mr.  Snyder  in  the  chair. 

THREE- FORTY  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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Mr.  Leeding  and  Mr.  McKinney  were  granted  indefinite  leaves  of 
absence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
of  Tuesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  16,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Leaves  of  absence  were  granted  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Chapman. 

The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Chenoweth  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  C)  CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  whicn  was  granted. 

Mr.  Fisher  moved  that  the  Board  take  a  recess  until  1:30  o'clock 
p.  in. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  to  strike  out  1 130  o'clock  p.  m.  and  insert  2 
o'clock  p.  m.,  which  was  agreed  to. 


two  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  further  orders  of  the  day,  with 
Mr.  Chenoweth  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-THIRTY  O  CLOCK   V.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  a^ain.  which  was  granted. 

(  >n  motion  of  Mr.  Harnett  tlu-  Board  adjourned  until  <)  o'clock  a. 
m.  to-morrow. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gii.kky.  Clerk. 
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WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  17,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-FIFTY  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  orders 
of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair. 


THREE-THIRTY   O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  to-morrow. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  18,  kjoi.     ' 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Pro  Tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  being  disposed  of,  the  Board  was  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Booth 
in  the  chair. 
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TWELVE  O'CLOCK,  NOON. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further  consideration  of  the  orders 
of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Booth  again  in  the  chair. 


THREE- FORTY    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oskamp  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  Tuesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  23,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  pro  tern. 
Hart  in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN    O  CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  with  Mr.  Bates  in  the  chair, 
and  was  at  once  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
further  consideration  of  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Sheldon  in  the 
chair. 
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FOUR-FORTY  O'CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  24,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK  A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates 
in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  was  at  once  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess. 

There  being  no  other  business  to  come  before  the  Board,  it  was 
again  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the 
day,  with  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-FIFTEEN    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Board  adjourned. 
Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


W'l  rk:<££j:.v^   OF  TK£ 

THURSDAY.  APRIL  2$.  100:. 

nine  o'clock  a.  h. 

The   Board  met  pursuant  :o  adjournment  wi:h   President    Bates 

in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved- 
Trie  regular  order  being  the  consideration  of  the  orders  of  the 

day  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Board  was  resolved  into  said 

committee,  with  Mr.  Snvder  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  O'CLOCK   A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  some  pro- 
gress and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisher  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p.  m. 


TWO  O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day.  with  Mr.  Snyder 
again  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-TWENTY    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Patterson  the  Board  adjourned. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  26,  1901. 

nine  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Pioard  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
order*  of  the  dav,  with  Mr.  Fhlert  in  the  chair. 


STATE  BOARD  OF   EQUALIZATION.  *  113 

ELEVEN    O'CLOCK  A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned  until  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  Tuesday  next. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  30,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Board  was  at  once  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Walker  in  the  chair. 


ELEVEN-THIRTY  O  CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ehlert  the  Board  adjourned. 
Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  1,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Taylor  gave  notice  of  the  following  amendment  to  Rule  36, 
which,  under  Rule  24,  was  laid  over  for  two  days : 

"Strike  all  after  the  word  'equalized,"  and  insert  'in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  committee  having  reported  its  findings  to  the  Board, 
the  Board  will  then  proceed  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  read  by  the  clerk  and  the  Board 
may  then  adopt  the  same  as  a  whole,  instead  of  section  by  section,  should 
it  deem  it  advisable  so  to  do." 

The  Board  was  then  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair. 
8    p.  s.  B.  E. 
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ELEVEN-FIFTEEN  O  CLOCK   A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr,  Taylor  offered  as  a  new  rule : 

"That  not  more  than  four  motions — in  addition  to  the  standing 
motion  to  pass  as  returned  or  equalized — shall  be  entertained  or  per- 
mitted upon  the  subject  of  an  increase  or  decrease,  or  passing  as  returned 
or  equalized,  any  farm  lands,  villages  or  cities  of  any  and  all  grades/* 

The  chair  held  that  this  motion,  being  a  practical  amendment  of  the 
present  rules  of  the  Board,  would  go  over  for  two  days,  under  Rule  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oskamp  the  Board  took  recess  until  2  o'clock 


TWO   O  CLOCK   P.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  with  Mr.  Bates  in  the  chair. 
The  Board  was  at  once  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chair. 


FOUR-FIFTEEN   O  CLOCK    F,    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned. 
Attest :  E,  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


THURSDAY,  MAY  2,  1901. 

NINE  O  CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

There  being  no  miscellaneous  business  to  come  before  the  board, 
it  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the 
dav,  with  Mr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair. 


TEN  FORTY-FIVE  A*   H, 

The  committee  rose,  and,  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  stt  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Barnctt  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
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TWO  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Sheldon 
again  in  the  chair. 


THREE  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and,  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Chapman  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn  until  Monday  morn- 
ing next  at  9  o'clock. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "Monday 
morning"  and  inserting  the  words  "Saturday  morning." 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  "Sat- 
urday morning  next"  and  inserting  "to-morrow  morning.,, 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  demanded,  the  chair  ruled 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Booth  to  be  out  of  order  at  this  time,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
taken  and  resulted — Yeas  13,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Crater,  Denny,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Leeding,  Oskamp, 
Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Ritchie,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Taylor — 13. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  chapman,  Chenoweth,  Ehlert,  Guilbert,  Hart,  Horn, 
Ketterer,  McKinney,  Newton,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller, 
Westgerdes  and  Mr.  President — 17. 

So  the  motion  to  amend  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  the  motion  as  made  by  Mr.  Chapman 
by  striking  out  the  words  "Monday  morning  next,"  and  inserting  the 
words  "Tomorrow  morning"  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken  and  re- 
sulted— Yeas  16,  nays  16  as  follows. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth,  Crater,  Denny,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Ketterer, 
Leeding,  Oskamp,  Patterson,  Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Ritchie,  Skelton,  Sny- 
der and  Taylor — 16. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Chapman,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Ehlert,  Guilbert,  Hart, 
Horn,  McKinney,  Newton,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller, 
Westgerdes  and  Mr.  President — 16. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Oskamp  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  "Monday  morning  next  at  9"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "Friday  afternoon  at  2"  o'clock. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken  and  re- 
sulted— Yeas  14.  nays  17  as  follows. 
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Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  wen. — 

Messrs.  Harnett,  Crater,  Denny,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Leediug,  Oskamp, 
Patterson,  Prtngle,  Quellhorst,  Ritchie.  Skelton,  Snyder  and  Tayiof — 14* 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Chapman,  Chcnoweth,  Ehlert,  Guilbert.  Hart,  Horn, 

erer,  McKinney,  Xewton,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller, 
Westgerdes  and  Mr.   President — 17. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  10  amend  the  motion  by  Mr.  Chapman  by  striking 
out  the  words  ami  figures  "Monday  morning  next  at  9  o'clock"  and  in* 
scrting  in  lieu  thereof,  "io  o'clock  a.  m.  to-morrow." 

The  Chair  ruled  that  the  intent  of  the  motion  had  been  covered  by 
the  refusal  of  the  Board  to  adopt  a  similar  motion  for  9  o  clock  of  the  same 
day,  and  the  motion  was  therefore  out  oi  order. 

Mr.  Taylor  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  whereupon,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Booth  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  tabic. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman,  the  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  Board  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  May  6th, 
at  9  o'clock  A,  m. 

Attest:  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


\i<  >NDAV,  MAY  6,  imoi 

NINE  O  CLOCK  A,   M. 

The  Board  met  pusuam  to  adjournment  on  Thursday  last,  with 
President  Bates  in  the  chair. 

journal  of  Thursday,  May  2nd.  was  read  and  approved. 
t  first  business  in  order  being  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
proposed  to  the  rules  by  Mr,  Taylor  and  which  were  laid  over  under 
Rule  24  for  two  days, 

The  President  called  for  the  reading  of  the  proposed  amendment  10 
which  was  adopl  the  Board  by  the  following  vote. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,   Booth,  Chapman,, Chenow   rl     Crater,  Crawford, 
Denny,  Rhlert,  Fisher,  Guilbert,  Hart,  Hicks,  Horn,  Ketterer,  MeKinn 
Newton,  Oskanip,  Patterson,  Pringle,  Quellhorst.  Ritchie,  Rorick,  Shel- 
don, Skelton,  Stuart;  Taylor,  Walker.  Waller,  Westgerdes  and  Mr.  Presi- 
dent— 30. 

There  were  no  votes  in  the  negative. 

The  question  next  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  new  rule  pro- 
posed b)  Mr.  Taylor,  limiting  the  number  of  motions  on  any  question  to 
increase  or  decrease  the  tax  values  of  any  district,  the  proposed  rule  was 
read  from  the  journal  of  Thursday  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded, 
taken  and  resulted — Yeas  29.  nays  O  as  follows. 
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Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Harriett,  Chapman,  Chenoweth,  Crater,  Crawford,  Denny, 
Ehlert,  Fisher,  Guilberi,  Hart,  Horn,  Ketterer,  Mc Kinney,  NftWtOn,  Os- 
kamp,  Pattern m,  Pringle,  Quellhorst.  Ritchie,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Skelton, 
Snyder,  Stuart,  Taylor,  Walker,  Waller.  Westgerdes  and  Mr.  President — 
29. 

There  were  no  votes  in  the  negative. 

So  the  rule  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Rorick  offered  the  following  resolution: 

40,  Resolved,  That  the  vote  by  which  Resolution  No.  35  by  Mr*  Walker  was 
adopted  March  19th  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Resolved.  That  a  commute  of  five,  consisting  of  the  President  of  this  Board, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Snyder  and  Mr+ 
Horn,  is  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  have  charge  of  the  completion  of  the 
copy  for  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Board;  to  determine  the  nature 
of  its  contents,  and  to  superintend  its  distribution. 

Resolved,  That  2000  copies  of  the  said  Journal  of  Proceedings  shall  be  printed 
and  bound  in  a  substantial  manner,  and  shall  be  distributed  as  follows:  200  copies 
to  the  State  Library  for  exchange  with  other  libraries  ;  1  COpkfl  to  each  of  the 
County  Auditors  of  the  State  for  use  in  their  respective  offices;  3  copies  to  each  of 
the  members  and  officers  of  the  next  General  Assembly  of  Ohio;  12  copies  to  each 
member  of  this  Board;  10  copies  to  each  officer  of  this  Board;  2  copies  to  each 
employe  of  this  Board;  300  copies  to  the  Auditor  of  State,  and  the  remainder  to 
be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  distribution  under  his  dis- 
cretion as  application  may  be  made  to  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  necessary  compensation  for  clerical  service! ,  proof  reading, 
distribution  of  documents  and  other  expenses  under  this  resolution,  shall  be  certified 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  the  Auditor  of  State,  and  shall  be 
paid  by  him  on  the  voucher  of  the  Pri_sirit»ni  of  this  Board. 

Mr,  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"Board,"  at  the  end  of  the  third  paragraph,  the  words  '*Xo  remuneration 
shall  be  paid  to  the  members  of  the  committee  aforesaid  fur  services 
under  this  resolution  ur  in  connection  with  this  matter." 

<  hi  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken  and  re- 
sulted— Yeas  to,  nays  2\  as  follows, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs,  Booth,  Crater,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Ketterer,  Oskamp,  Pringle, 
Quellhorst,  Rorick  and  Taylor— to. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  \ycre — 

Messrs.   Harnett,  Chapman,  Cli  \  Crawford,   Denny,  Ehlert, 

(iiiilbert.  Hart,  Horn,  MeKinncv,  Newt  OS,  Patterson.  Elorick,  Sheldon, 
Skeiton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Waller,  Walker,  Westgerdes  and  Mr  Presi- 
dent —  2/, 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (No. 
40),  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  taken  and  resulted — Yeas  22, 
nays  9,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 
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Messrs.  Harriett,  Booth.  Chapman*  Chenowcth,  Crawford,  Denny, 
Ehlert,  Guilbert,  Hart,  Horn,  McKinnty,  Newton,  Patterson,  Ritchier 
Rorick,  Sheldon,  Skelton,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller,  Westgerdes  and  Mr. 
President — 22, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Crater,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Ketterer,  Oskamp,  Pringle,  QuellhorsV 
Ritchie  and  Taylor — 9. 

the  resolution  was  adopted. 

There  being  no  further  miscellaneous  business  to  come  before  the 
Board  at  this  time,  the  Board  was  resolved  into  the  committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  orders  of  the  day  to  complete  the  work  before  it  and  report 
the  result  of  its  sittings  to  the  Board,  with  Mr.  Guilhert  in  the  chair. 


NINE-FORTY    O  CLOCK    A.    M, 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report ; 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  was  referred  the  official  returns  of  the 
local  equalization  boards  on  the  decennial  valuations  of  real  property  in  the  several 
taxing  districts  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration  during 
the  entire  session  of  this  Stale  Board  of  Equalisation  from  December  4th  to  the 
present  day,  report  them  back  with  the  following  amendments,  and  recommend  the 
adoption  and  approval  of  the  valuations  contained  in  ihc  said  returns  of  the  local 
decennial  boads  of  Equalisation,  when  so  amended: 

AMENDMENTS    TO    THE   TAX    VALUATIONS    SUBMITTED    TO    THE 
STATE  BOARD  OF  EQUALIZATION. 

the  farm  lands  of  Allen  county  five  (ft)  per  cent, 
the  farm  lands  of  Adams  county  five  (5)  per  cent 

the  farm  lands  of  Ashland  county  eight  (8)  per  cent. 

the  farm  lands  of  Ashtabula  county  fourteen   (14)  per  cent, 
the  farm  lands  of  Athens  county  ei^ht  (8)  per  cent. 

the  farm  lands  of  Auglaize  county  fifteen  (1§)  per  cent 
the  farm  lauds  of  Butler  <  ven  (7)  per  cent. 

the  farm  kinds  of  Belmont  county  ten  (ID)  per  cent, 
the  farm  lands  of  Carroll  county  eight  (8)  per  cent 
the  farm  lands  of  Clinton  county  five  (5)  per  cent 
the  farm  lands  of  Columbiana  county  five  (5)  per  cent, 

the  farm  lands  of  Coshocton  county  five  (5)  per  cent 

the  farm  lands  of  Cuyahoga  county  fifteen  (lb)  per  cent 

the  farm  lands  of  Defiance  county  fifteen  (15)  per  cent. 
the  farm  lands  of  Delaware  county  five  (5>  per  cent, 
the  farm  lands  of  Fairfield  county  five  (5)  per  cent 
the  farm  lands  of  Fayette  county  ten  (1*)  per  cent 
the  farm  lands  of  Franklin  county  it*en  I  7)  per  cent 

the  farm  lands  of  Fulton  county  nine   (9)  per  cent. 
the  farm  lands  of  Gallia  county  eight   <8)  per  cent, 
the  farm  lands  of  Geauga  county  fifteen  (15)  per  cent. 
the    farm    lands   of   Greene   county    twelve  and   one-half    (12J) 


1. 

Increase 

•-' 

Decrease 

3, 

Increase 

4. 

Increase 

ft. 

Dei  ' 

Increase 

7 

Decrease 

7§, 

Decrease 

a 

Decrease 

9. 

Dee: 

I0+ 

Decrease 

ii 

Increase 

Increase  i 

\:\ 

Increase 

14 

Decrease 

15, 

Decrease 

16, 

Decrease 

17 

Decrease 

IR 
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Dct  i 

U 

Decrease 

per  cent. 
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22,     Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Henry  county  nine  (9)  per  cent. 

Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Highland  county  fifteen   (15)   per  cent. 
Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Hocking  county  ten  (10)  per  cent. 
Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Jefferson  county  ten   (10)  per  cent. 

26.  "Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Lake  county  fifteen  (15)  per  cent 

27.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Lawrence  county  ten  (10)  per  cent. 

28.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  p*  Licking  county  six  (6)  per  cent 
28$.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Lucas  county  five  (5)  per  cent 
89.     Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Mahoning  county  five  (5)  per  cent. 

30.  Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Marion  county  five  (5)  per  cent. 
31  a.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Meigs  county  five  (5)   per  cent 
32a.  Increase  the   farm  lands  of  Mercer  county  four   (4)   per  cent. 
33a.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Montgomery  county  seven  (7)  per  cent 

31.  Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Morgan  county  five  (5)  per  cent. 

32.  Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Paulding  county  twenty-five  (25)  per  cent 

33.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Portage  county  five  (6)  per  cent 

34.  Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Putnam  county  nine  (9)  per  cent. 

35.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Ross  county  ten  (10)  per  cent, 
35J.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Scioto  county  twenty   (20)   per  cent 

36.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Stark  county  four  (4)  per  cent. 

37.  Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Trumbull  county  five  (5)  per  cent. 
37 J.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Wayne  county  five  (5)  per  cent 

38.  Decrease  the  farm  lands  of  Warren  county  ten  (10)  per  cent 

39.  Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Williams  county  twelve  (12)  per  cent 
40*     Increase  the   farm   lands   of   Wood  county  five    (5)    per  cent. 
41.     Increase  the  farm  lands  of  Wyandot  county  one   (1)   per  cent 

42o.  Decrease  the  villages  of  Rome  and  West  Union,  Adam's  county,  ten  (10) 
per  cent. 

426.  Decrease  the  villages  of  Peebles  and  Winchester ,  Adams  county,  five 
(5)   per  cent. 

4~Y.  Decrease  the  village  of  Manchester,  Adams  county,  fifteen  (15)  per  cent 

4'M  Increase  the  villages  of  Harrod  and  Elida,  Allen  county,  ten  (10)  per 
cent, 

43.  Increase  the  village  of  Cairo,  Allen  county,  fifty  (50)  per  cent 

44.  Increase  the  village  of  Conncaut,   Ashtabula  county,  ten   (10)  per  cent 

45.  Decrease  the  villages  of  Athens,  Buchtel.  Glouster  and  NelsonviHe,  10 
Athens  county,   each  five   (5)   per  cent. 

4ft     Increase  the   villages  of   New    Bremen   and    Minster,    Auglaize  county, 

each  ten   <  10)   per  cent, 

47,     Increase  the  other  ullages  of  Auglaize  county  each  fifteen  (15)  per  cent 

47J.  Increase  the  villages  of  Cuyahoga  county  fifteen   (15)   per  cent 

4R     Decrease  the  village  of  Westerville,    Franklin  county,   twenty   (20)   per 

Cent 

4ft     Increase  the  villages  of  Fulton  county  each  nine  {9)  per  cent 

50.  Decrease  the  villages  of  Geauga  county  fifteen  (15)  per  cent 

51.  Increase  the  villages  of  Byesville  and  Pleasant  City,  Guernsey  county, 
twenty    (20)    per  cent. 

52.  Increase  the  villages  of  Hyde  Park  and  Delhi,  Hamilton  county,  ten 
{  I D  |   per  cent 

53+     In-  Norwood*   Hamilton  county,  twenty  (20)  percent 

54.  Increase  the  villages  oi  Ma<li>orivi1lc,  Cleves,  Lockland,  and  Wyoming, 
Hamilinn  cOtt&ty <  each  6ft  (!)  per  cent. 

55.  Decrease  the  village  of  Bond  Hill.  Hamilton  cuunty.  ten   (10)  per  cent 
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Increase  the  villages  of  Henry  county  each  nine  (9)   per  cent. 

57. 

Decrease  the  village  of  Hilbboro,  Highland  county,  twenty  (20)  per  cent 

58, 
cent. 

59. 
cent. 

00. 

Decrease  the  village  of  Lynchburg,    Highland  county,   twenty   (20)   per 

Decrease  the  village  of  New  Lexington,   Highland  county,  ten  (10)  per 

Decrease  the  village  of  Logan,    Hocking  county,   five  (5)  per  cent. 

01. 

Decrease  the  village  of  Martinsburgh,  Knox  county,  forty  (40)  per  cent 

62. 

Decrease  the  village-  o!  Mentor  and  Willoughby,  Lake  county,  each  fii- 

teen  (15! 

i  per  cent. 

Decrease  the  village  of  Richmond,  Lake  county,  ten  (10)  per  cent 

04 

Increase  the  village  of  Zanesfield,  Logan  county, .twelve  (IS)  per  cent 

Increase  the  village  of  Mt  Sterling,  Madison  county,  ten  (10)  per  cent 

00 

Increase  the  village  of  Canfield ,  Mahoning  county,  ten  (10)  per  cent 

Increase  the  village  of  Chickasaw,   Mercer  county,  twenty  (20)  per  cent 

Increase  the  village  of  Grays ville,   Monroe  county,  twenty-five  (25)  per 

cent 

00 

Increase  the  villages  of  Morgan  county  each  five  (5)  per  cent. 

7-i 

Increase  the  villages  of  Paulding  county  each  eight  (8)  per  cent. 

TL 

Increase  the  villages  of  Putnam  county  each  nine  (9)  per  cent. 

12, 

cent 
90 

Decrease  the  village  of  South  Webster,   Scioto  county,   twenty  (2ft)  per 

Decrease  the  villages  of  Beach  City  and  Wayneshiirgh,  Stark  county,  each 

five  (5) 

per  cent. 

8L 

Increase  the  villages  of  Williams  county  each  ten  ( 10)  per  cent 

Decrease  the  village  of  Weston,  Wood  county,  ten   (10)  per  cent. 

Increase  the  city  of   Ashtabula  and  Ashtabula   Harbor   fourteen    (14) 

per  cent 

84 

Decrease  the  city  of  Bellaire  ten   (10)  per  cent 

86, 

Increase  the  ctty  of  Hamilton  ten  (10)  per  cent 

86. 

Increase  the  city  of  Mtddletown  ten  (10)  per  cent 

87, 

Increase  the  city  of  Galion  fat   (5)   per  cent 

88. 

Decrease    the  city   o£    Lancaster   five    (5)    per  cent 

Decrease  the  city  of  Washington  C.  H,  fifteen   (15)  per  cent. 

90. 

Decrease  the  city  of  Xenia  ten   (10)  per  cent 

n 

of  Jackson   five   (5)   per  cent 

tfl 

case  the  city  of  I  ronton  twenty-five  (25)  per  cent, 

!>* 

Decree se  the  city  of  Newark  fifteen  (15)  per  cent 

94. 

Decrease  the  city  of  Lorain  twelve   (12)    per  cent 

Decrease  the  city  of  Elyria  five  (5)  per  cent 

Decrease  the  city  of  Pomeroy  five   (5)   per  cent, 

96. 

Decrease  the  city  of  Mansfield  five   (5)   per  cent. 

97. 

Decrease  the  city  of  ChilEitotlu-  fifteen   (15)  per  cent 

n 

rase  the  city  of  Portsmouth  fifteen   (15)   per  cent 

W 

Decrease  the  city  of  Sidney  fifteen  (If)  per  cent 

H»il 

Dec  r ea  «r  t  h  e  i                   liilfOfl  fi  v  e  ( 0 )  per  ccn  t 

101 

Increase  the  city  of  Warren  five  (5)   per  cent. 

102. 

Increase  the  eftj  of  Niles  two   (2)   per  cent 

Decrease  the  city  of  ManeUa  ten   (10)  per  cent 

1M 

uy  of  Delpho*,  in  Van  Wert  county  three  (3)  per  cent 

106, 

DecrtMC  the  city  ol  v             ten  (10)  per  cent 

Om  tease  trie  city  of  Columbus  five    ( Ti )   per  cent. 

107, 

Decrease  the  ctiy  of  Dayton  ^vt  <5)  per  cent 
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108.  Decrease  the  city  of  Toledo  five  (5)  per  cent. 

109.  Increase  the  city  of  Cleveland  twelve  and  one-half  (12j^)  per  cent. 
This  will  leave  the  grand  aggregate  about  as  it  was  when  returned  to  this  Board 

by  the  local  boards  of  decennial  equalization. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Committee. 

The  report  having  been  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  Mr.  Hart  moved  that 
it  be  adopted  as  the  judgment  of  this  Board,  whereupon  Mr.  Sheldon  de- 
manded the  previous  question.  The  demand  having  been  duly  seconded, 
the  chair  put  the  question  to  the  Board  in  this  form : 

''Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put?" — which  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  Whole  as  the  judgment  and  official  equalization  of  the  real  property 
in  Ohio  by  this  Board,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  and  resulted — Yeas 
21,  nays  10  as  follows. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Chapman,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Denny,  Ehlerv, 
Guilbert,  Hart,  Horn,  McKinney,  Newton,  Patterson,  Rorick,  Sheldon, 
Skelton,  Snyder,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller,  Westgerdes  and  Mr.  President 
— 21. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  Crater,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Ketterer,  Oskamp,  Pringle, 
Quellhorst,  Ritchie  and  Taylor — 10. 

So  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Whole  was  adopted  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Board,  and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  certify  the  same  to  tht 
Auditor  of  State  for  transmission  to  the  several  county  Auditors  in  the 
usual  form  and  manner. 

The  journal  of  to-day  was  read  and  approved,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Chapman,  the  Board  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest :  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk. 


Note  —  See  appendix  for  tables  exhibiting  the  valuations  of  Real 
Property  in  Ohio,  as  reported  to  and  amended  by  the  Decennial  State 
Board  of  Equalization,  of  1900-1. 
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ELEVEN-FIFTEEN   O  CLOCK  A.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  as  a  new  rule : 

"That  not  more  than  four  motions — in  addition  to  the  standing 
motion  to  pass  as  returned  or  equalized — shall  be  entertained  or  per- 
mitted upon  the  subject  of  an  increase  or  decrease,  or  passing  as  returned 
or  equalized,  any  farm  lands,  villages  or  cities  of  any  and  all  grades/1 

The  chair  held  that  this  motion,  being  a  practical  amendment  of  the 
present  rules  of  the  Board,  would  go  over  for  two  days,  under  Rule  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Oskamp  the  Board  took  recess  until  2  o'clock 
p,  mi 


TWO   O  CLOCK    F.    M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  with  Mr.  Bates  in  the  chair. 
The  Board  was  at  once  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Newton  in  the  chain 


FOUR- FIFTEEN    O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and  through  its  chairman  reported  progress 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  tgailt,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  the  Board  adjourned, 

Attest:  E.  H.  Gilkey,  Clerk* 


THURSDAY,  MAY  2,  1901, 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A,   M. 

The  Board  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  with  President  Bates  in 
the  chair. 

ITiere  being  no  miscellaneous  business  to  come  before  the  board, 
it  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the 
day,  with  Mr  Sheldon  m  the  chair. 


TEN   FORTY-FIVE  A.   M. 

The  committee  rose,  and,  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Barnett  the  Board  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
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TWO  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  Board  met  pursuant  to  recess,  and  was  at  once  resolved  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  Mr.  Sheldon 
again  in  the  chair. 


THREE  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  committee  rose,  and,  through  its  chairman  reported  progress, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Chapman  moved  that  the  Board  adjourn  until  Monday  morn- 
ing next  at  9  o'clock. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "Monday 
morning"  and  inserting  the  words  "Saturday  morning." 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  "Sat- 
urday morning  next"  and  inserting  "to-morrow  morning." 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  demanded,  the  chair  ruled 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Booth  to  be  out  of  order  at  this  time,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded 
taken  and  resulted — Yeas  13,  nays  17,  as  follows: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Crater,  Denny,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Leeding,  Oskamp, 
Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Ritchie,  Skelton,  Snyder,  Taylor — 13. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Booth,  chapman,  Chenoweth,  Ehlert,  Guilbert,  Hart,  Horn, 
Ketterer,  McKinney,  Newton,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller, 
Westgerdes  and  Mr.  President — 17. 

So  the  motion  to  amend  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Booth  moved  to  amend  the  motion  as  made  by  Mr.  Chapman 
by  striking  out  the  words  "Monday  morning  next,"  and  inserting  the 
words  "Tomorrow  morning"  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken  and  re- 
sulted— Yeas  16,  nays  16  as  follows. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  were — 

Messrs.  Barnett,  Booth,  Crater,  Denny,  Fisher,  Hicks,  Ketterer, 
Leeding,  Oskamp,  Patterson,  Pringle,  Quellhorst,  Ritchie,  Skelton,  Sny- 
der and  Taylor — 16. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were — 

Messrs.  Chapman,  Chenoweth,  Crawford,  Ehlert,  Guilbert,  Hart, 
Horn.  McKinney,  Newton,  Rorick,  Sheldon,  Stuart,  Walker,  Waller, 
Westgerdes  and  Mr.  President — 16. 

So  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Oskamp  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chapman  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  "Monday  morning  next  at  9"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "Friday  afternoon  at  2"  o'clock. 

On  which  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  taken  and  re- 
sulted— Yeas  14.  nays  17  as  follows. 
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The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 

farm  lands,  and  the  roll  being  called,  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Seneca,  Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Trumbull,  Tuscarawas,  Union,  Van 
Wert,  Vinton,  Warren,  Washington,  Wayne,  Williams,  Wood,  Wyandot. 

The  roll  call  of  the  first  call  of  the  farm  lands  having  been  completed, 
the  committee  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the  villages, 
and  the  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were 
considered : 

Adams,  Allen. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M, 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
villages,  and  the  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties 
were  considered : 

Ashland,  Ashtabula,  Athens. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5,  1901, 

TEN   O'CLOCK  A.    fcf, 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr, 
Barnett  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
villages,  and  the  roll  being  called  p  the  villages  in  the  following  counties 
were  considered : 

Auglaize,  Belmont,  Brown,  Butler,  Carroll,  Champaign,  Clermont, 
Clinton,  Columbiana,  Coshocton,  Crawford,  Cuyahoga,  Darke.  Defiance, 
Delaware.  Erie,  Fairfield,  Franklin,  Fayette,  Fulton.  Gallia,  1  ieauga. 


two  o  CLOCK  P.  II. 
The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
villa- 
Mr.  Waller  introduced  Hon.  \\\  C.  Gear  of  Wyandot  county,  who 
addressed  the  committee  at  some  length, 

Mr,  Chcnoweth  called  up  Franklin  county,  and  introduced  a  delega- 
tion of  tax  payers  from  Westcrville,  who  addressed  the  committee. 
The  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the  villages  heing  resumed, 
Greene  county  was  considered, 
The  committee  then  arose,    * 
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WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  6,  1901. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Fisher  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
villages,  and  the  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties 
were  considered: 

Guernsey,  Hamilton,  Hancock,  Hardin,  Harrison,  Henry,  Highland, 
Hocking,  Holmes,  Huron,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Knox,  Lake,  Lawrence, 
Licking,  Logan,  Lorain,  Madison,  Mahoning,  Marion,  Medina,  Meigs, 
Mercer,  Miami,  Monroe,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Muskingum, 
Noble,  Ottawa,  Paulding. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  7,  1901. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Walker  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
villages,  and  the  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties 
were  considered: 

Perry,  Pickaway,  Pike,  Portage,  Preble,  Putnam,  Richland. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
villages,  and  the  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties 
were  considered : 

Sandusky,  Scioto,  Seneca. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  8,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
M'Kinney  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
villages,  and  the  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties 
were  considered : 

Sandusky,  Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Trumbull,  Tuscarawas,  Union, 

9    p.  s.  B.  K. 
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\  .*n    Wc-rt.    \  mi  mi.    Warren.    Washington.   Wayne,    Williams.    Woo: 

\\  >  .'till  Jul 

I  lu-  i*.  iTiiiiiirift   :1km:  aro*t.  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  :•   sr 
•t v;.i ii i    utmli  w  :l>  i?Tantt*cl. 


\\  i.;'.\i>I»AV.  FEBRUARY  13.  1901. 

TWO  O'CLOCK  p.  M. 

I  I  j*    1'..  ..ii-i  ^  :i?  iv>->:vcd  ini--  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr 

Mm  :;ii.  i  -I  jj;  :!n    1  !.;i:r 

I  !k   t.  1, •j.ii  •■.:!!■  -:■  ■  »f  iJu-  villages  of  Warren  county,  being-  a  snecna 

«il  <1«  :      ■■  *  .       !..!.'■      ..,•..'.■       ."   •::.-]  I ».■•  •.■■.!. 

.'-..:<.    w...   :    ::.■■    •  ....w-.\-    ■*  *\\  :'!:lv:.-  c-''j:::y  were  considered. 

i  :  i   :.r...     ^        ..       -.^;.:j  ■*   : r- »rr.  the  city  of  Bellaire.  being  a  specsa! 

:  .  '    ....:.—  ■■»■;.■:  j  •:   .■•::-.? \   w-ltc  taken  up  and  considered. 

:■■■    :>.-:     -■-     :  the  village*  having  been  completed. 

*     "    ;  ;'t>:vo*.   ;x-:ng  the  c-.msidcrs- 

■■-.-.•      v'v.".'.1'  the  e'erk  to  call  the  mil. 

■  .    ^  .",::■  l  ::■  A '.'.en  County  was  taker,  ui; 

•    .  *    -■     :■':■-:■.■-  ;r  cr^s.  ar.d  asked  leave  to  sh 


:ln  O  CLOCK  A-  M. 

■:  f  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 

.e  r.r^t  call  of  the  cities, 
■^  c: -r.ties  were  so  con- 

S:   Cir.ton.  Colmnbiana. 


7  WO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

:;.  I'ling  a  special 
■-■n  behalf  of  a 
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The  next  special  order  being  the  hearing  of  a  delegation  from  the  city 
of  Marietta.  Hon.  George  Riley  and  W.  H.  Leeper  addressed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  15,   1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Patterson  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  cities. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Crawford,  Darke,  Defiance,  Delaware,  Erie,  Fairfield,  Fayette,  Gallia, 
Greene,  Guernsey,  Hancock,  Hardin,  Huron,  Jefferson,  Jackson. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  1901. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Newton  in  the  chair. 

The  special  order  being  the  hearing  of  a  delegation  from  Canal 
Winchester  and  New  Albany. 

Messrs.  Lane,  Gayman  and  Ewing  addressed  the  committee. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  cities,  and  the  roll 
being  called  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Knox,  Lawrence,  Licking,  Logan,  Lorain,  Mahoning,  Marion,  Meigs, 
Miami,  Montgomery,  Muskingum,  Richland,  Ross,  Sandusky. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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Van    Wert,   Vinton,   Warren,    Washington,    Wayne,    Williams,    Wood, 
Wyandot, 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  13,  lyoi. 

two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr, 
Quellhorst  in  the  chair. 

The  consideration  of  the  villages  of  Warren  county,  being  a  special 
order,  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

After  which  the  villages  of  Williams  county  were  considered. 

The  hearing  of  a  delegation  from  the  city  of  Bellaire,  being  a  special 
order,  Mr.  Yost  addressed  the  committee. 

The  villages  of  Wyandot  county  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  roll  call  of  the  first  call  of  the  villages  having  been  complete/!, 
the  chairman  announced  the  next  order  of  business,  (being  the  considera- 
tion of  the  first  call  of  the  cities),  and  directed  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll, 
and  the  roll  being  called  the  city  of  Lima  in  Allen  County  was  taken  up. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  14,  1901. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A,    M, 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  die  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Chenoweth  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the  cities, 
and  the  roll  being  called  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  so  con- 
sidered : 

Ashtabula,  Belmont,  Butler,  Champaign,  Clark,  Clinton,  Columbiana, 


TWO  0  CLOCK  P.  M, 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  consideration  of  the  villages  of  Warren  county  I  King  a  special 
order;  Mr,  Miller  of  Franklin  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a 
reduction  of  the  valuation  of  that  village. 


SI' ATE   BOARD  OF   EQUALIZATION.  131 

The  next  special  order  being  the  hearing  of  a  delegation  from  the  city 
of  Marietta.  Hon.  George  Riley  and  W.  H.  Leeper  addressed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  15,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Patterson  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  cities. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Crawford,  Darke,  Defiance,  Delaware,  Erie,  Fairfield,  Fayette,  Gallia, 
Greene,  Guernsey,  Hancock,  Hardin,  Huron,  Jefferson,  Jackson. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19,  1901. 

TEN  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Newton  in  the  chair. 

The  special  order  being  the  hearing  of  a  delegation  from  Canal 
Winchester  and  New  Albany. 

Messrs.  Lane,  Gayman  and  Ewing  addressed  the  committee. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  cities,  and  the  roll 
being  called  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  considered: 

Knox,  Lawrence,  Licking,  Logan,  Lorain,  Mahoning,  Marion,  Meigs, 
Miami,  Montgomery,  Muskingum,  Richland,  Ross,  Sandusky. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  20,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Ketterer  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the 
cities,  and  the  city  of  Portsmouth  in  Scioto  county  was  taken  up. 

The  special  order  being  the  consideration  of  the  city  of  Circleville, 
Messrs.  Niles  and  Fulton  addressed  the  committee. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the  cities, 
and  the  roll  being  called  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Seneca,  Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Trumbull,  Tuscarawas,  Wayne. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  21,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Denny  in  the  chair. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Ironton  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  consideration  of  the  villages  of  Stark  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Newark  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

A  delegation  from  the  city  of  Newark  being  present,  addressed  the 
committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of  that  city. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26,  1901. 

two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Horn  in  the  chair. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Salem  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 
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The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Wellsville  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  roll  call  of  the  first  call  of  the  cities  having  been  completed, 
the  chairman  announced  the  next  order  of  business  to  be  the  consideration 
of  the  cities  of  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Toledo  and  Dayton 
under  Rule  35. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  city  of  Cleveland  was  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  27,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Rorick  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  city  of  Cleveland. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  roll  call  of  the  first  call  of  the  cities  under  Rule  35  being  resumed, 
the  following  cities  were  considered : 

Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Toledo. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Cambridge  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  consideration  of  the  first  call  of  the  cities  being  resumed,  the 
city  of  Dayton  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  28,   1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Booth  in  the  chair. 

The  first  call  of  the  counties  having  been  completed,  the  chairman 
announced  the  next  order  of  business  to  be  the  second  call  of  the 
farm  lands,  and  the  roll  being  called  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Adams,  Allen,  Ashland,  Ashtabula,  Athens,  Auglaize,  Belmont, 
Brown. 
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The  consideration  of  the  villages  of  Pickaway  county  i  Williams- 
port,  Five  Points  and  Commercial  Point  •  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 


TWO   O  CLOCK   P.   31. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Piqua  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  second  call  of  the  farm  lands  of  Athens  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  the  second  ca"  of  the  farm  lands,  and  the 
roll  being  called.  Butler  county  was  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY.  MARCH  i.  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Barnett  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  second  call  of  the  farm  lands,  and  the 
roll  being  called,  the  following  counties  were  considered: 

Carroll.  Champaign. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY.  MARCH  5.  i«.oi. 

NINE   O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  wa>  revived  into  the  Committee  m"  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Oskamp  in  the  chair. 

Tin  committee  resumed  the  second  call  of  the  farm  lands,  and  the 
roll  bring  i*a!'i-d.  the  fn! lowing  coimtie<  were  considered: 

(lark.  <  "Iermont.  Clinton,  Columbiana.  Coshocton. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Sidney  being  a  special  order,  same 
wa*.  taken  up  and  considered. 

Tin-  roll  call  of  the  counties,  mi  the  second  call  o\  the  farm  lands 
being  resumed,  the  following  counties  were  considered: 

Crawford,  Cuyahoga.  Darke,  Defiance. 
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TWO  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  the  second  call  of  the  farm  lands,  and 
the  roll  being  called,  the  farm  lands  of  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Delaware,  Erie,  Fairfield,  Fayette,  Franklin,  Fulton. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  6,   1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Hicks  in  the  chair. 

A  communication  from  the  citizens  of  the  village  of  Harrod,  Allen 
county,  protesting  against  the  increase  in  the  valuation  of  that  village, 
was  read  at  the  clerk's  desk  and  placed  on  file  until  the  return  of  Mr. 
Westgerdes. 

The  second  call  of  the  farm  lands  of  Allen  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  the  second  call  of  the  farm  lands  and  the 
following  counties  were  considered : 

Fairfield,  Gallia,  Geauga,  Greene,  Guernsey,  Hamilton,  Hancock, 
Hardin,  Harrison,  Henry,  Highland,  Hocking. 


TWO   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  farm  lands  of  Cuyahoga  county  were  taken  up  under  the  second 
call. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  7,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Snyder  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of  Cuya- 
hoga county. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Columbus  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Burdell,  Maize  and  others  addressed  the  committee  in 
behalf  of  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  from  the  valuation  of  the  city  of 
Columbus. 
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TWO  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

A  delegation  from  the  city  of  Lorain  being  present,  addressed  the 
committee. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  8,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Patterson  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  second  call  of  the  farm  lands,  and  the 
roll  being  called,  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Geauga,  Hardin,  Holmes. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  12,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Skelton  in  the  chair. 

The  second  call  of  the  farm  lands  of  Hamilton  county  being  a  special 
order,  the  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

A  delegation  from  Ashtabula  county  being  present,  addressed  the 
committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of  that  countv. 


ONE-THIRTY    O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session,  with  Mr.  Chapman  in  the  chair. 

A  delegation  from  Champaign  county  being  present,  Congressman 
Warnock,  Auditors  Grove  and  M.  Doty  addressed  the  committee  on 
behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of  that  county. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  13,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK    A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Sheldon  in  the  chair. 

The  morning  hours  was  given  to  the  consideration  of  a  motion 
to  reduce  the  valuations  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.    M. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  was  deferred  until  the 
delegation  from  the  city  of  Dayton  was  heard.  Hon.  E.  M.  Thresher 
and  others  addressed  the  committee,  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  on  the  valua- 
tion of  the  city  of  Dayton. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  was  resumed  under  the 
first  call. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  14,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Crawford  in  the  chair. 

The  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of  Hamilton  county  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Wooster  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Metz,  Taylor  and  others  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf 
of  a  reduction  of  the  citv  of  Wooster. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  the  consideration  of  the  city  of  Lorain. 

The  city  of  Lima  being  a  special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Halfhill  and  others  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf 
of  the  city  of  Lima. 

The  farm  lands  of  Henry  county  were  taken  up  and  considered  under 
the  second  call. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 
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A  delegation  from  Erie  county  being  present,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  20,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Ehlert  in  the  chair. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  Dayton  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  consideration  of  the  city  of  .Lima  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  farm  lands  of  Highland  county  were  taken  up  and  considered 
on  the  second  call. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

A  delegation  from  Franklin  county  addressed  the  committee  on  the 

subject  of  a  reduction  in  the  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  that  county. 

The  farm  lands  of  Lorain  county  were  considered  on  the  second  call. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  21,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Guilbert  in  the  chair. 

The  city  of  Middletown  being  a  special  order,  same  was  taken  up 
and  considered. 

The  city  of  Wooster  being  a  special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and 
considered. 

A  delegation  from  the  city  of  Middletown  addressed  the  committee. 

The  committee  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  villages  of  Logan 
county. 

The  committee  resumed  the  call  of  the  farm  lands,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  the  following  were  considered : 

Hocking,  Knox,  Logan. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
5* it  again,  which  was  granted. 
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FRIDAY,  MARCH  22,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Horn  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of  Logan 
county. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Ashtabula  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  farm  lands  of  Wyandot  county  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  26,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Denny  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Crestline,  being  a  special  orjler,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered.     Mr.  Hates  addressed  the  committee. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Bucyrus,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered.  Ex-senator  Valentine  addressed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  (ialion,  l>cing  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  tip  and  considered.     Hon.  W.  C.  Gear  addressed  the  committee. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Trumbull  county,  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered.  Mr.  Roberts  addressed 
the  committee. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Franklin  county  being  a  special 
order,  the  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Lucas  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  rejwrted  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  2jy  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
M'Kinney  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Middletown,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Erie  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Nevada,  .Wyandot  county,  being 
a  special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 


TWO  0  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Board  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Preble  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Senator  Sheppard  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction 
of  the  farm  lands  of  Preble  county. 

The  committee  resumed  the  call  of  the  farm  lands,  and  the  roll  being 
called  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Madison,  Mahoning,  Medina,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Miami,  Monroe,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  28.  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Skelton  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Allen  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Auglaize  county,  being  a  special, 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  farm  lands  of  Portage  county  were  taken 
up  and  considered  out  of  their  regular  order. 

Mr.  Smith,  Auditor  of  Portage  county,  addressed  the  committee  on 
behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  farm  lands  of  that  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Defiance  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 
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The  committee  took  up  the  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Aug- 
laize county. 

The  roll  of  the  counties  being  resumed,  the  farm  lands  in  the  fol- 
lowing counties  were  considered : 

Morrow,  Muskingum,  Noble,  Ottawa,  Perry,  Pickaway,  Pike, 
Putnam. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Montgomery  county  being  a  spec- 
ial order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Putnam  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Delaware,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Van  Deman  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Delaware. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  valuation  of  farm  lands, 
and  the  roll  being  called,  the  following  counties  were  considered: 

Richland,  Ross,  Sandusky,  and  Scioto. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY.  MARCH  29,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A     M. 

Tho  Hoard  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Walker  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Youngstown,  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Davie  and  Norris  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a 
reduction  of  the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Youngstown. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY.  APRIL  2,  1901. 

NINE  THIRTY  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Hoard  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Crawford  in  the  chair. 
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The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Crestline,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  the  call  of  the  farm  lands,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Seneca,  Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Tuscarawas,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Wayne,  Wood. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Trumbull  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  roll  call  of  the  farm  lands  being  resumed,  the  following  county 
was  considered: 

Wyandot. 

The  roll  call  of  the  counties,  of  the  seconded  call  of  the  farm  lands, 
having  been  completed,  the  chairman  directed  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll 
of  the  counties  on  the  second  call  of  the  villages,  and  the  roll  being 
called  the  villages  in  Adams  county  were  considered. 

Adams. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Preble  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Nevada,  Wyandot  county,  being 
a  special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  3,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Dr. 
Stuart  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Cuyahoga  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Hodgeman,  Auditor  Craig  and  others  addressed  the  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  farm  lands  of  Cuyahoga  county. 

Mr.  Bates  extended  an  invitation  to  the  committee  to  visit  Cleveland, 
Friday,  April  12th,  and  to  view  the  farm  lands  of  Cuyahoga  county, 
and  the  city  of  Cleveland.     Which  was  accepted. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Weston,  Wood  county,  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 
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FRIDAY,  MARCH  22,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr; 
Horn  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  took  up  the  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of  Logan 
county. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Ashtabula  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  farm  lands  of  Wyandot  county  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  26,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Denny  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Crestline,  being  a  special  orjier,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered.     Mr.  Bates  addressed  the  committee. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Bucyrus,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered.  Ex-senator  Valentine  addressed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Galion,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered.     Hon.  W.  C.  Gear  addressed  the  committee. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Trumbull  county,  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered.  Mr.  Roberts  addressed 
the  committee. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Franklin  county  being  a  special 
order,  the  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Lucas  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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Hon.  Geo.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Parish  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf 
of  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Newark. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Van  Wert  county,  being  a  special 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Edison  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the 
valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Van  Wert  county. 


TWO  O  CLOCK   P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Williams  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

A  delegation  from  Williams  county  being  present,  short  addresses 
were  made  to  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  farm  lands 
cf  '.hat  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Waynesburg,  Stark  county,  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Leeper  and  Shane  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a 
reduction  of  that  village. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  villages,  and  the  roll 
being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Allen,  Ashland,  Ashtabula,  Athens,  Auglaize,  Belmont,  Brown, 
Butler,  Carroll,  Champaign,  Clark,  Clermont,  Clinton,  Columbiana, 
Coshocton,  Crawford. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  5,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Horn  in  the  chair. 

The  roll  call  of  villages  being  resumed  the  following  counties  were 
considered : 

Brown,  Cuyahoga,  Clermont,  Darke,  Defiance,  Delaware,  Erie, 
Fairfield,  Fayette,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Gallia,  Geauga,  Greene,  Guernsey, 
Hamilton,  Hancock,  Hardin,  Harrison,  Henry,  Highland. 


TWO   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 
10    p.  s.  B.  K. 
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The  committee  took  up  the  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Aug- 
laize county. 

The  roll  of  the  counties  being  resumed,  the  farm  lands  in  the  fol- 
lowing counties  were  considered : 

Morrow,  Muskingum,  Noble,  Ottawa,  Perry,  Pickaway,  Pike, 
Putnam. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Montgomery  county  being  a  spec- 
ial order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Putnam  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Delaware,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Van  Deman  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Delaware. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  valuation  of  farm  lands, 
and  the  roll  being  called,  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Richland,  Ross,  Sandusky,  and  Scioto. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  29,  1901 . 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A     M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Walker  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Youngstown,  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Davie  and  Norris  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a 
reduction  of  the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Youngstown. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  2,  1901. 

NINE  THIRTY  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Crawford  in  the  chair. 
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The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Norwood  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Black  and  Miller  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of 
a  reduction  of  that  village. 

The  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of  Paulding  county  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Springfield  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Hon.  J.  Frank  McGrew,  Senator  Plummer,  Messrs.  Johnson  and 
Holman  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  that  city. 


ONE-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of 
Paulding  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Union  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  token  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Fullerton,  Auditor  of  Union  county,  addressed  the  committee 
on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  that  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Marysville  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Robinson  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction 
of  the  city  of  Marysville. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Xetwark  being  of  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Van  Wert  county  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Massillon  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Harvey  Smith  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  city  of  Massillon. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  villages,  and  the  roll 
being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were  considered: 

Guernsey,  Huron,  Lawrence,  Licking,  Logan. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Williams  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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Mr,  Holmes  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the 
valuation  of  that  village. 

The  valuation  of  the  villages  of  Adams  county,  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  consider 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Hamilton,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Butler  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Crestline,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Bucyrus,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Gallon,  being  a  special  order,  same  was 
taken  up,  and  considered 

The  farm  lands  of  Trumbull  county  were  taken  up  and  considered. 


THREE   FIFTEEN    P.    M. 

The  Board  was  again  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr- 
Walker  being  called  10  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  villages  of  Morgan  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Nevada,  Wyandot  county*  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  farm  lands  of  Morrow,  Shelby,  and  Tuscarawas  counties  were 
taken  up  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  out  of  their  order. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  4,  1901. 

NINE  0J CLOCK  A*   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr, 
Walker  in  the  chain 

By  HUttixneraa  o  msent  the  farm  lands  of  the  following  counties 
were  taken  up  and  considered : 

Warren,  Darke.  Washington,  Wayne,  and  Wyandot. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Paulding  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Newark,  being  a  special  order,  same 
aken  up  and  considered. 
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Hon.  Geo.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Parish  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf 
of  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Newark. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Van  Wert  county,  being  a  special 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Edison  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the 
valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Van  Wert  county. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Williams  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

A  delegation  from  Williams  county  being  present,  short  addresses 
were  made  to  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  farm  lands 
cf  that  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Waynesburg,  Stark  county,  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Leeper  and  Shane  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a 
reduction  of  that  village. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  villages,  and  the  roll 
being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Allen,  Ashland,  Ashtabula,  Athens,  Auglaize,  Belmont,  Brown, 
Butler,  Carroll,  Champaign,  Clark,  Clermont,  Clinton,  Columbiana, 
Coshocton,  Crawford. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  5,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Horn  in  the  chair. 

The  roll  call  of  villages  being  resumed  the  following  counties  were 
considered : 

Brown,  Cuyahoga,  Clermont,  Darke,  Defiance,  Delaware,  Erie, 
Fairfield,  Fayette,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Gallia,  Geauga,  Greene,  Guernsey, 
Hamilton,  Hancock,  Hardin,  Harrison,  Henry,  Highland. 


TWO   O  CLOCK    P.    M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 
10    p.  s.  B.  B. 
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The  roll  being  called  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were 
considered : 

Highland,  Hocking,  Holmes,  Huron,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Knox. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  9,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Ketterer  in  the  chaif. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Urbana  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Senator  Middleton,  Messrs.  Grove  and  Johnson  and  Hon.  Edwin 
Hagenbuck  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the 
valuation  of  the  city  of  Urbana. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Marion  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Senator  Harding  and  Mr.  Fisher  addressed  the  committee  on  be- 
half of  a  reduction  of  the  city  of  Marion. 


TWO   O  CLOCK   P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  villages  of  Auglaize  county,  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Xorwalk  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Ross  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the 
valuation  of  the  city  of  Norwalk. 

The  roll  call  of  the  villages  being  resumed,  the  following  counties 
were  considered: 

Lake,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Hancock. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  10,  1901. 

NINE   O'CLOCK    A.    M.    . 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Hicks  in  the  chair. 
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The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Norwood  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Black  and  Miller  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of 
a  reduction  of  that  village. 

The  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of  Paulding  county  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Springfield  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Hon.  J.  Frank  McGrew,  Senator  Plummer,  Messrs.  Johnson  and 
Holman  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  that  city. 


ONE-THIRTY  O  CLOCK  P.   M. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  farm  lands  of 
Paulding  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Union  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  t'aken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Fullerton,  Auditor  of  Union  county,  addressed  the  committee 
on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  that  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Marysville  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Robinson  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction 
of  the  city  of  Marysville. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Xetwark  being  of  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Van  Wert  county  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Massillon  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Harvey  Smith  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  city  of  Massillon. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  villages,  and  the  roll 
being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were  considered: 

Guernsey,  Huron,  Lawrence,  Licking,  Logan. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Williams  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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THURSDAY,  APRIL  n,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.    M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with 
Mr.  Quellhorst  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Sandusky  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Judge  King,  Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Sloan  addressed  the  committee 
on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  city  of  Sandusky. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Mansfield  being  of  special  order,  same 
fcas  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Fritch  and  Comings  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a 
reduction  of  the  city  of  Mansfield. 

The  villages  of  Logan  county  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

By  unanimous  consent  a  delegation  from  Knox  county  were  granted 
a  hearing. 

Messrs.  School  and  Berry  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a 
reduction  of  the  farm  lands  of  that  countv. 


TWO  O  CLOCK    l\    M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Clarke  county  being  a  speciat 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Hoggens,  Horn  and  Williams  addressed  the  committee  on 
behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  farm  lands  of  Clarke  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Miamisburg,  Montgomery  county 
being  a  sj>ecial  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Hon.  John  C.  Myers,  Messrs.  Bohn.  Wantz.  and  Allen  addressed  the 
committee  on  l>ehalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Miamis- 
burg. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Montgomery  county,  being  a 
special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  McClain.  Hoover  and  Allen,  and  Col.  Leggett  addressed 
the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of  the  valuation  of  the  farm 
lands  of  Montgomery  county. 

The  committee  then  arose,  rejx^rted  progress,  an  1  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY.  APRIL  12.  1901. 

XI xe  o'clock  a.  m 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Snvder  in  the  chair. 
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The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Marion  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Guthrie  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of 
the  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Marion  county. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Greenville  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Ex- Senator  Moore  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction 
of  the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Greenville. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  villages,  and  those 
of  Muskingum  and  Perry  county  were  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Lancaster  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Messrs.  Voorhees  and  Hender  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf 
of  a  reduction  of  the  city  of  Lancaster. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Kenton  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  Johnson  addressed  the  committee  on  behalf  of  a  reduction  of 
the  valuation  of  the  city  of  Kenton. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Stark  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  villages  of  Henry  county  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  villages,  and  the 
roll  being  called  villages  in  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Lucas,  Madison,  Mahoning,  Marion,  Medina,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Miami, 
Monroe,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Noble,  Ottawa,  Paulding,  Pick- 
away, Pike,  Portage. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  roll  call  of  villages  being  resumed,  the  following  counties  were 
considered : 

Preble,  Richland,  Ross,  Sandusky,  Scioto,  Putnam. 

The  valuations  of  the  city  of  Elyria  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  16,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Chenoweth  in  the  chair. 
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The  vtiuation  of  the  villages  of  Seneca  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  village  of  Norwood,  Hamilton  county,  being 
a  special  order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  villages,  and  the  roll  being 
called  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Trumbull,  Tuscarawas,  Union,  Van  Wert,. 
Vinton.  Warren,  Washington,  Wayne,  Williams,  Wood,  Wyandot. 

The  second  call  of  the  villages  having  been  completed,  the  chair- 
man directed  the  clerk  to  begin  the  second  call  of  cities. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered a  second  time: 

Allen,  Ashtabula,  Belmont,  Butler,  Champaign,  Clark,  Clinton,  Craw- 
ford, Darke,  Defiance,  Delaware,  Erie,  Fairfield. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Union  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  roll  call  of  cities  being  resumed,  the  cities  in  the  following  coun- 
ties were  considered: 

Favette,  Gallia,  Greene,  Guernsev,  Hancock,  Hardin,  Huron. 


two  o  clock  p.  M. 

The  valuation  of  the  farm  lands  of  Cuyahoga  county  being  a  special 
order,  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  the  second  call  of  cities,  and  the  roll  being 
called  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  considered. 

Van  Wert,  Jackson,  Knox,  Lawrence,  Licking,  Logan,  Lorain„ 
Mahoning. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  17,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK   A.   M 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Skelton  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  Stark  county  villages  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  I^ancaster  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 
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The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Washington  C  H.,  being  a  special 
order,  the  same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  the  second  call  of  cities,  and  the  roll  being 
called,  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  considered : 

Darke,  Meigs,  Miami,  Montgomery,  Muskingum,  Pickaway,  Ross, 
Sandusky,  Scioto,  Seneca,  Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Trumbull,  Tuscarawas, 
Van  Wert,  Washington,  Wayne. 

The  second  call  of  cities  having  been  completed,  the  chairman  an- 
nounced the  next  order  of  business,  the  consideration  of  the  second  call 
of  the  larger  cities  under  Rule  35  in  the  following  order : 

Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati,  Toledo  and  Dayton. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Cleveland  was  taken  up  for  consideration. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Kenton  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Portsmouth  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  18,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Booth  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Cleveland  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 


TWO  O  CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Jackson  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Wellston  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  villages  of  Wood  county  being  a  special  order, 
same  was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  resumed  consideration  of  the  cities  under  Rule  35. 
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The  third  call  of  the  farm  lands  having  been  completed,  the  chair- 
man directed  the  clerk  to  call  the  roll  of  the  counties  for  the  third  call 
of  the  villages. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were 
considered : 

Adams,  Allen,  Ashland,  Ashtabula,  Athens,  Auglaize. 


two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  committee  resumed  the  third  call  of  the  villages. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  villages  in  the  following  counties  were 
considered  : 

Belmont,  Brown,  Butler,  Carroll,  Champaign,  Clarke,  Clermont,. 
Clinton,  Columbiana,  Coshocton,  Crawford,  Cuyahoga,  Darke,  Defiancer 
Delaware,  Erie,  Fairfield,  Fayette,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Gallia,  Geaugar 
Greene,  Guernsey,  Hamilton,  Hancock,  Hardin,  Harrison,  Henry,  High- 
land, Hocking,  Holmes,  Huron,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Knox,  Lake,  Law- 
rence, Licking,  Logan,  Lorain,  Lucas,  Madison,  Mahoning,  Marion,. 
Medina,  Meigs,  Mercer,  Miami,  Monroe,  Montgomery,  Morgan,  Mor- 
row, Muskingum,  Noble,  Ottawa,  Paulding,  Perry,  Pickaway,  Pike,. 
Portage,  Preble,  Putnam,  Richland,  Ross,  Sandusky,  Scioto,  Seneca, 
Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Trumbull,  Tuscarawas,  Union,  Van  Wert,  Vin- 
ton, Warren,  Washington,  Wayne,  Williams,  Wood,  Wyandot. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  valuation  of  the  villages  of  Montgomery 
county  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to* 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  26,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr- 
Ehlert  in  the  chair. 

The  third  call  of  the  villages  having  been  completed,  the  committee 
took  up  the  consideration  of  the  third  call  of  the  cities. 

Thr  roll  being  called,  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Allen,  Belmont,  Butler.  Champaign,  Clark,  Clinton,  Ashtabula,  Co- 
lumbiana, Crawford.  Darke,  Defiance,  Delaware,  Erie.  Fairfield,  Fayette, 
Gallia,  Greene,  Guernsey,  Hancock.  Hardin,  Huron,  Jackson,  Jefferson, 
Knox,  I-awrence.  Licking,  I^ogan.  Lorain. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to* 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 
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TUESDAY,  APRIL  30,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Walker  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  third  call  of  the 
cities. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were  con- 
sidered : 

Ross,  Sandusky,  Scioto,  Seneca,  Shelby,  Stark,  Summit,  Trumbull. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  1,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Newton  in  the  chair. 

The  committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  third  call  of  the 
cities,  and  the  roll  being  called,  the  cities  in  the  following  counties  were 
considered : 

Tuscarawas,  Van  Wert,  Washington,  Wayne. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  cities  of  Washington  county  were  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Toledo,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  city  of  Chillicothe  was  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


THURSDAY,  MAY  2,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Sheldon  in  the  chair. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  being  a  special  order,  same 
was  taken  up  and  considered. 

The  valuation  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  was  taken  up. 
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By  unanimous  consent  the  farm  lands  of  Morgan  county  were  taken 
up  and  considered. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  villages  of  Morgan  county  were  taken 
up  and  considered. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  villages  of  Athens  county  were  taken 
up  and  considered. 

By  order  of  the  committee,  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  prepare  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  embodying  its  valuations  and 
findings  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the  committee  at  this  time,  and  fur- 
nish the  same  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  in  proper  form  for  ratifi- 
cation as  the  recommendation  of  this  committee  for  the  approval  and 
adoption  of  the  Board  in  its  official  capacity. 

The  committee  then  arose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again,  which  was  granted. 


MONDAY,  MAY  6,  1901. 

NINE  O'CLOCK  A.   M. 

The  Board  was  resolved  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Mr. 
Guilbert  in  the  chair. 

The  tabulated  report  of  the  committee,  prepared  by  the  Clerk,  was 
read  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  Hart  submitted  a  substitute  report  of  the  committee,  which  was 
read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  the  committee  arose,  and  through  its  chair- 
man reported  its  recommendations  and  findings  to  the  Board. 

(See  Journal  of  the  Board  for  May  6,  for  the  context  of  this  report) 
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THEODORE    M,    BATES.    OF    CLEVELAND    {REPUBLICAN), 
President  of  the  Hoard  and  Member  from  the  2&th  District. 

Theodore  M.  Bate*  was  born  on  i  farm  In  Cummington.  Mast.,  March  10,  iSSS,  Al 
the  age  of  IS  removed  lo  East  Cleveland*  Ohio.  Attended  the  Cleveland  High  School  for  a 
time  And  for  two  year*,  in  1*71  and  1875,  was  employed  in  the  City  Civil  Engineer*!  Office 
at  Cleveland.  In  1875  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he 
graduated    in    the    department    of    law    in    ]i>7'K     He    then    relumed    <  1    and    engaged 

in  the  abstract  of  title  business,  he  being  a  partner  from  1884  and  afterwards  manager  and 
attorney  of  the  Corad*  Beta  <&  Bates  Abatract  Co.,  which  he  organized  in  1830,  and  with 
which  he  was  connected  unlit  its  merger  in  the  Guarantee  Title  and  Trust  Co.  in  IB98.  since 
which   time  he  hai  devoted    his   time   bO  the  practice  of  law   exclusively, 

tn  I&fu  he  was  appmntni  Special  Agent  d  the  Census  Department,  being  Superintendent 
for  Ohio  "f  ihe  Division  nf  Farm*,,  flomes  and  Mortgages.  The  same  year  lie  wm  elected 
to    membership    in    ike    CV  Jt    Cleveland    and    again    re-elected    in    1891  p    and    in    18*1 

chosen  Vice-President  of  *aid  (tody.  Whil*  i  member  uf  aaSd  body  b«  served  on  lb*  Judiciary 
Utd     Finance    Committees    and     other    important     committee-.      I  u     L- r  gUifd     Irom     the 

Council    to   accept    an    Apimiuimcnt    a*    member    of    the    Botrd    Of    BqOeUeeIM    la\d    Assessment 
of  t  bvrlnnl   under  a  ipedsJ  act  which  wa%  in  UM  dfcefared   by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  in- 
stitutional.    He  devoted    his  entire  time  to   tbe   work  of   tbfs    b  *^r.l    until    l*flrt+    serving   for   two 
as  its  president.     In    Ifaai  be  Wl  <d   by    the   Republicans  of   Cuyahoga    County   for 

mcmlier    of   the    State    Board    of    Ktiualitaiiun    while   abnent    Ea    the    tOttaC    and    did    tint    learn    ntf 
-if.ii i .,u    until    nearly   a  week   afterwards.     He   SM  elected    lo   taid   office   by   a   plurality 
of    :t,tM't     rtftCl     ovrr     bit     Democratic     "'|'  rrEanisatlOfJ     of     said     Board     in 

December.    UQB,    he    wa*   unanimously    nominated    by    the    Republican    members    of    ^id    Hoard 
Mid    elected    by   the   unantninu*    vote   of   every    DWmb« 
was  married   IB    Ml  rjad,  and  ha*  livintf   live   children,    Clifford 

w      fT;    RoaavmoDd    14;    Stanlee    I      Ift;    Klorinllia  ^H  and   Crnrude   0   month*. 


STATE   BOARD  OF    EQUALIZATION. 


WALTER    D,    GUILBERT,    OP    CALDWELL    (REPUBLICAN). 
AumTOR  or  State  awd  Mbubbr  Ex-*Owcio. 

Walter  Dt  Guilbert  was  born  in  Gmfflggfl  County,  Ohio,  of  French -Irish  ance&tor*  and 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  His  grcai-Rranilt.nher  on  the  maternal  tide  settled  in  Maryland  about 
1T3(I  and  played  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  He  was  wounded  several  times,  and 
at  the  battle  of  Brandy w me  only  escaped  capture  by  the  thoughtfulness  el  his  comrades  Va>Q 
carried  the  wounded  man  fee  a  >wamp  and  securely  hid  him  until  the  British  had  withdrawn. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Guijbert  came  to  this  country  from  France  when  a  youth  and  settled  in 
i.iiernsty    County. 

•  ■ibject   ol   thi-  rducatcd   m    the   public   schools  and  at  Wenoua   Academy, 

Illinois.  He  was  twice  elected  Auditor  of  Noble  County.  Uhio,  and  proved  himself  a  most 
capable  official*  In  1S8S  he  became  rhicf  clerk  in  the  Auditor  of  State's  office,  continuing  in 
that  position  until  1SW,  when  be  succeeded  to  the  important  office  of  Auditor  of  State,  having 
been  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  and  elected  in  the  fait  of  139ft.  In  his  career  as  a 
public  officer,    Mr.   Guilbert  is  a  genial,    patient   and  painstaking  official,    combining   with   these 

tea  an  earnest  intention  to  perform  bis  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  insure  the  best 
results  for  the  people  of  Ohio.  It  is  no  fiat t cry  to  say  that  bis  manner  of  transacting  the 
busincM  i*f  his  deportment  has  made  him  one  of  the  most  popular  men  who  ever  occupied  a 
position  in  the  state  capital.  He  was  re-nominated  unanimously  in  1K»  and  elected  by  an  to- 
creased  plurality  for  a  second  term  on  which  be  entered  In  January  1000.  Mr.  Guilbert  has 
been  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party  having  served  as  chairman  of  his  county  committee  fof 
a  number  of  years,  and  as  a  member  of  the  state  executive  committee.  He  was  also  a  delegate 
to  the  national    Republican  convention  in    1&& 

Mr.  (iuilbert  was  married  February  4,  lfiflft,  to  Miss  Mary  L,  Jordan,  of  Noble  County, 
ihey  have  a  family  of  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  He  is  connected  with  a 
number  of  *ecret  and  social  organ  itat  ions,  being  a  Msiun,  a  Knight  Templar,  I  member  of 
the   Myatk  Shrine,  of  the  1.   <>     0,    I-  ,   of  the    K.  of   IV.    and   L  O,    R.   Ba\ 
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CHARLES   McKINNEY,   OF  SMITHFIELD   (REPUBLICAN). 

The  four  counties  of  Belmont,  Harrison,  Jefferson  and  Columbiana  comprise  the  Joint 
■20th-22d  Senatorial  Districts  which  were  represented  in  the  Board  by  Charles  McKinney  of 
Jefferson  County.  Mr.  McKinney  was  born  in  the  village  of  Smithfield,  April  11,  1843.  He 
received  a  common  school  education,  but  his  studies  were  finally  interrupted  by  his  entering 
the  local  dry  goods  store  which  was  done  at  an  early  age.  The  dry  goods  business,  the  breed- 
ing of  fine  horses,  and  the  business  incident  to  a  close  connection  with  the  bank  of  Smithfield 
lias  occupied  his  attention  for  the  past  thirty  years,  excepting  a  short  service  as  a  private  in 
Co.  B,  157th  O.  V.  I.,  during  the  civil  war.  Mr.  McKinney  is  Cashier  of  the  National  Bank, 
-and  Township  Treasurer,  the  latter  office  having  been  his  by  continuous  re-elections  for  thirty 
years.  His  nomination  by  the  Republicans  of  his  District  for  membership  on  this  Board  was 
without  his  request,  but  his  services  have  been  constantly  at  the  disposal  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors.  He  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  dominant  party,  and  a  zealous  and  untiring  worker 
at  every  business  that  comes  to  demand  a  share  of  his  attention. 
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JOHN   C    RORJCK,    OF   WAUSEGN    (REPUBLICAN)* 

John  C.  Rorick  was  bom  near  Elmyra,  X.  Y  ,  February  H*  IBM*  Hii  par  cat* 
to  Michigan  in  1836.  Began  teaching  ccitnol  H  the  age  of  eighteen.  Graduated  a!  Gregory* 
Commercial  College  in  IS&i,  Wai  "Boss  of  the  Kills'*  at  the  Ridge  Mine,  Lake  Sulphur,  ia 
ttfffi.  Opened  the  first  chartered  Commercial  College  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  186ft.  Moved 
to  Wauseon  in  1*172,  Appointed  on  the  ninth  State  Board  of  Equal  jaation  by  Governor  Footer, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Hon,  O.  B.  Rarncy  of  Ottawa,  Nominated 
For  State  Senator  in  1383,  ran  nearly  a  thousand  ahead  of  the  ticket,  hot  wa§  defeated,  the  dis- 
trict going  largely  Democratic.  Wai  elected  with  Hon.  T.  H.  McConica  to  the  State  SesMtC  la 
1801,  Re-elected  in  ISM.  Was  elected  to  the  State  Board  of  Eqoaliiation  from  the  "Thirty- 
third   District.     Hit   business   tntcreat*  1ft    Farming*    Banking,    Real    Estate   and   Insurance. 
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ELLIOTT   HOWARD   GtLXBY,    'IF   COLUMBUS. 
Clerk   op  the   Board. 

Mr,  Gilkey  was  bora  in  Warren  ,  Trumbull  County,  February  8.  18S7*  of  New  England 
flock,  bi*  father'*  people  comine  to  Ohm  from  ( Robert  s-Hotchkiss)  Vermont,  and  hia 
W&ihex'a  parent*  coming  from  Hartford  and  \>w  Haven,  Connecticut,  prior  to  181k  Hi* 
father  (Sheldon  E.  iiil key),  entered  the  Union  Array,  ami  wai  killed  in  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign   at    Chancellor  *vil It.    Va,,    in    May,    18Gs* 

He  waa   educated  in   the  common    school*  of   Cleveland    and    West    Farmington,    Trumbull 

ty,  until  he  wa*  admitted  to  the  i>hio  Soldiers'  Orphan**  Home*  at  Xenia,  in  January, 
1*70,  He  arm*  honorably  discharged  from  the  Home  in  June,  1874,  having  left  the  institution 
in  January  previous,  to  serve  a  second  term  as  Page  in  the  Senate,  by  the  appointment 
and  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent,  This  led  Mm  to  take  up  his  residence  in 
Columbus,  where  he  has  since  resided  almost  continuously.  In  1176  he  assisted  in  tbe 
OTffaniaattoa  of  the  Republican  Glee  Club.  In  iGCT  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  famous  Uth 
Regiment  Infantry  O,  N<  G.  and,  in  L3SS  he  organised  in  Ohio  the  order  known  a*  the  Sons 
of  Veterans.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Commander?  in  Chief,  and  in  the  early  struggles  of 
the  order  for  existence,  was  constantly  called  upon  to  give  freely  of  his  time  and  energy 
to  its  advancement. 

In  January,  1881,  he  was  married  to  Florence  Reed,  of  Springfield,  the  daughter  nf 
John  Reed,  a  veteran  volunteer  of  the  STtb  O.  V.  I.,  who  died  in  tbe  field  hospital  on 
Sherman"*  March  to  the  Sea.  They  have  three  children,  whose  grandfather*  each  Ik  in  soldier'* 
uniformi  on  southern  battlefields. 

In  IS85  he  waa  elected  Financial  Officer  of  the  Soldier  a  Orphan's  Home;  in  1888  be 
was  appointed  Chief  Book-keeper  to  the  Auditor  of  State,  which  position  he  held  during 
tbe  incumbency  of  Mr.  Foe.  In  1900  be  was  elected  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  and 
edited  the  Manual  of  Legislative  Practice,  the  Senate  Journal,  and  tbe  1900-1  edition  of 
the  "Ohio  Hundred  Year  Book."  On  the  Sflth  of  June,  1901,  he  waa  elected  Assistant 
Librarian  and  Book-keeper  of  the  Supreme  Court  Library,  by  the  Bon.  Judges  of  the  Court, 
the  appointment  becoming  effective  July  1*L 


JAMES   W.    RICKER,    UF    PORTSMOUTH    (REPUBLICAN). 
Sergeant- at- Arms, 

Mr.  Kicker,  who  was  unanimously  circled  Sergeant-al-Arm^  of  the  Board  at  its  organization 
in  Decern  her,  1000,  ii  a  veteran  of  the  Union  Army  in  the  Civil  War.  His  father,  J.  H* 
ticker,  came  to  Ohio  from  Kew  Hampshire  in  1883,  bis"  mother  was  bom  in  Ohio.  Mr 
Kicker  was  born  at  Jackson  Furnace,  Jackson  County,  July  15,  15il,  and  with  the  exception  of 
•  brief  sojourn  with  his  parent*  in  Kentucky,  between  l&i3  and  1HS,  the  greater  part  of  Mi 
early  life  was  spent  among  the  iron  furnace*  ti  Jackson  and  Scioto  Countici,  He  was  educated 
in  the  country  schools  In  September,  1WI,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  2d  VV\  Va.  Cavalry, 
serving  unlit  November  2S,  1164,  when  he  wn  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  Fir  ft  Lieutenant. 
Returning  io  the  furnace  country  he  engaged  in  the  mauuiacture  of  iron  until  iM°,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  drug  business   in   Portsmouth. 

He  was  married  to  Hits  Louisa  M.  Moore  in   liCO,  and  has  a  family  of  two  tons  and  three 
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THE  VALUATION  OF  REAL  PROPERTY  IN  THE  STATE  OF  OHIO  FOR  THE 
DECENNIAL  PERIOD  BEGINNING  DECEMBER,  A.  D.  1901.  AS  FIXED  BY 
THE  SEVERAL  COUNTY  AND  CITY  BOARDS  OF  EQUALIZATION,  AND 
AS  AMENDED  AND  APPROVED  BY  THE  DECENNIAL  STATE  BOARD  OF 
EQUALIZATION,  1900-1,  TO  SESSION  IN  THE  SENATE  CHAMBER,  COLUM- 
BUS,  OHIO,   DECEMBER  4,  1900 -MAY  6,  1901. 
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R.  GRAHAM  RUDD  and 
R.  A.  DAVIDSON. 
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Total  onmber  of  acres  of  taxable  farm  lands  rev.irT.--i 

to  the  State   Board :;:=*« 

Total    Talae    of    farm    lands    and    buildings,    iac'.-i  ::» 

unincorporated  villages   on    Duplicate   of  1  <»  .    .   .  SS*»  m"  ir",:  X 

Tou.1    value    of    farm    lands    and    buildir.ps.    '.r.c'.^i-.r.j; 
unincorporated    villager,    as    returned    by    deccr.-il 

appraisers    fCn  Vr:  xr~  .V 

Aggregate   increase   over    Duplicate H*S  14?.3S8  ,,'i 

Per   cent,   of  increase ■  ■"?  74 

Total    value    of    farm    lands    and    building*.    :r.c'.\id:r.g 
unincorporated    villages,     as     returned     by     cour.'v 

boards     r.«  ar..M  X 

Aggregate  increase  over  .ippraUi  nu  nt 

Per  cent,   of   increase 

Aggregate   increase  over    Duplicate 

Per   cent,   of   increase 

Total    value    of    farm    lands    and    buildings.    incl;:-i:r.g 
unincorporated     villages,     as     equalized     by     S:a*e 

Board    S0T.424.5»  «* 

Aggregate    decrease    from    county    board's    re- 
turns     

Per  cent,   of  decrease 

Aggregate   increase   over    appraiserru  nt 

Per   cent,    of   increase 

Aggregate   increa*c    over    Duplicate 

Per   cent,    of   increase 

Average  value  per  acre  as  equalized  by  county  boards. 

Average  value  per  acre  as  equalized  by  State  Board 

decrease   per  acre 0.25 

Total    value    of    municipal    corporations    on    Duplicate 

of   1900 f^.:i6.n83  00 

Total   value  of   municipal   corporations   as   returned    by 

decennial   appraisers    715.34P.fi26  00 

Aggregate   increase   over    Duplicate 8U.1S3.543  « ■> 

Per  cent,  of  increase n4.31 

Total   value  of   municipal    corporations   as   returned    by 

county  and  city  boards 757.G31.27fl  00 

Aggregate    increase    over    appraisement 

Per  cent,    of   increase 

Aggregate   increase   over    Duplicate 

Per  cent,  of  increase 

lOtal   value  of  municipal   corporal  ion  «*   as   equalized   In- 
state   Board    7ft5.153.361  99 

Aggregate  increase  over  county  and  city  boards' 

return    

Per  cent,    of   increase 

Aggregate   increase    over    appraisement 

Per  cent,    of   increase 

Aggregate   increase   over    Duplicate 

Per  cent,   of   increase 

Total  value  of  real  proper. y  in   the  State  on    Duplicate 

Of   1900    1.274,111.037  00 

Total   value  of  real   property    in    tbc   State   a«    returned 

by    local    boards 1.372,84*2.362  00 

Aggregate   increase   over    Duplicate W, 731 ,275  00  ' 

Per   cent,   of   increase 

Total  value  of  real  property   iv    ine   St.itt    ,i<   equalized 

by  State  Board 1.372. S57.744  86 

Aggregate   increase   over    Duplicate KB. 746,657  S5 

Per   cen\   of   increase 

*30     P.   S.  B.    K. 
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